
A Service of Thanksgiving 

“Giving Thanks in All Circumstances” 

November 25-26, 2020 
 

As We Gather 

We gather today to celebrate a “National Day of Thanksgiving.”  Tomorrow 

many people around our nation will gather around tables filled with good 

food, family, and friends.  Others, however, are foregoing such a gathering 

because of the pandemic.  With everything that has happened in the year of 

our Lord, 2020, is it really a time to be thankful?  The truth is that, no matter 

what is going on in life, our God calls us to “give thanks in all 

circumstances.”  So, yes, it is a time to give thanks always, for our God is a 

good and gracious God and many blessings still abound even in difficult 

days.   

Welcome 

Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father,  

People:  Giver of every good and perfect gift; 
Pastor: In the name of the Son, 

People:  the best of all God’s gifts; 

Pastor: In the name of the Holy Spirit, 

People:  Who brings us to acknowledge with thanksgiving God’s  

 gracious giving. 

All: Amen. 

Opening Sentences and Hymn Stanzas 

Pastor:  Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

People:   I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 

Pastor:  This is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may  

 enter. 

People: I will give you thanks, for you answered me; you have become  

 my salvation. 
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Pastor:  The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone; 

People: the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Pastor:  This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 (Psalm 118:19-24) 

Hymn: The Lord, My God, Be Praised (LSB #794:1-2) 

The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heaven;  

My maker, who to me Has soul and body given;  

My Father, who will shield And keep me day by day  

And make each moment yield New blessings on my way. 

The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heaven;  

The Father’s own dear Son, whose life for me was given,  

Who for my sin atoned With His most precious blood  

And gives to me by faith The highest heav’nly good. 

Pastor:  Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;  

People:  make known among the nations what he has done. 

Pastor:  Sing to him, sing praise to him;  

People:  tell of all his wonderful acts. 

Pastor:  Glory in his holy name;  

People:  let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

Pastor:  Look to the LORD and his strength;  

People:  seek his face always.  (Psalm 105:1-4) 

Hymn:  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (LSB #790: 1, 4) 

  Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!  

  O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation!  

  Let all who hear Now to His temple draw near, Joining in glad adoration! 

  Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;  

  Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.  

  Ponder anew What the Almighty can do As with His love He befriends you. 

Pastor:  One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: 

People:   that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my  

 life,  
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Pastor:  to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his  

 temple. 

People:  For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;  

Pastor: he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high  

 upon a rock. 

People:  Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround  

 me;  

Pastor:  at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy;  

People:  I will sing and make music to the LORD. (Psalm 27:4-6) 

Hymn: Beautiful Savior  (LSB 537: 1,2,4) 

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man!  

Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee,  

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;  

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! Glory and honor, 

Praise, adoration Now and forever-more be Thine! 

A Responsive Confession 

Pastor: Father in heaven, we confess to you that we have sinned.  We have  

 sinned . . . 

People:  by the way we have treated others. 

Pastor: We have sinned . . .  

People:  by the hurtful words we have spoken. 

Pastor: We have sinned . . .  

People:  by being selfish and self-centered. 
Pastor: We have sinned . . .  

People:  by following our ways instead of your ways. 

Pastor:    We have been . . .  
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Men: Ungrateful 

Women: Ungracious 

Men: Inconsiderate 

Women: Unkind 

Pastor: We have often failed . . .  

Men: to trust You 

Women: to listen to You 

Men: to share Your love 

Women: to share Your truth 

Pastor: For these sins and all sins, 

All: Forgive us, dear Lord. 
Pastor: For the sake of Jesus Christ, 

All: Show us Your mercy and grace. 

Pastor: Strengthen us, dear Lord 

Men: to believe in Your grace 

Women: to receive Your grace 

All:  and to live our lives by Your grace, being thankful, day by day,  

  for who You are and for all You have given us; through Jesus  

  Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

The Doxology (LSB #805) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor:  Let us pray: 

All:  Almighty God, whose mercies are new every morning, and  

  whose goodness still abundantly provides for all our wants of  

  body and soul, fill us with Your Holy Spirit that we may  

  heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for  

  all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through  

  Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  

  You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   
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Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 8:1-14  
“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, 

that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that 

the LORD swore to give to your fathers. 
2 
And you shall remember the whole way 

that the LORD your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he 

might humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart, whether you 

would keep his commandments or not. 
3 
And he humbled you and let you hunger 

and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that 

he might make you know that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by 

every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 
4 
Your clothing did not wear 

out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 
5 

Know then in your heart 

that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God disciplines you. 
6 

So you 

shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by walking in his ways and 

by fearing him. 
7 
For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land 

of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys and 

hills, 
8 
a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land 

of olive trees and honey, 
9 
a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in 

which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills 

you can dig copper. 
10 

And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD 

your God for the good land he has given you. 
11 

“Take care lest you forget 

the LORD your God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his 

statutes, which I command you today,
12 

lest, when you have eaten and are full and 

have built good houses and live in them, 
13 

and when your herds and flocks 

multiply and your silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is 

multiplied, 
14 

then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,  

Hymn: “God Bless our Native Land” (LSB #965) 

God bless our native land; Firm may she ever stand  

Through storm and night.  

When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,  

Do Thou our country save By Thy great might. 

So shall our prayers arise To God above the skies; On Him we wait.  

Thou who art ever nigh, Guarding with watchful eye,  

To Thee aloud we cry: God save the state!   
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New Testament Reading   1 Thessalonians 4:16-18   
16 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the 

voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 

Christ will rise first. 
17 

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always 

be with the Lord. 
18 

Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Reading of the Holy Gospel   Matthew 6:24-34   
24 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, 

or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

money. 
25 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 

eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothing? 
26 

Look at the birds of the air: 

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
27 

And which of you by being 

anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 
28 

And why are you anxious 

about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 

nor spin, 
29 

yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of 

these. 
30 

But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 

little faith? 
31 

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
32 

For the Gentiles seek after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 
33 

But seek first 

the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 

you. 
34 

“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be 

anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

Hymn of the Day: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” (LSB #892) 

Come, ye thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home.  

All be safely gathered in Ere the winter storms begin;  

God, our maker, doth provide For our wants to be supplied.  

Come to God’s own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 

All the world is God’s own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield;  

Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown.  

First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear.  

Lord of harvest, grant that we Wholesome grain and pure may be. 
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For the Lord, our God, shall come And shall take His harvest home,  

From His field shall in that day All offenses purge away,  

Give His angels charge at last In the fire the tares to cast,  

But the fruitful ears to store In His garner evermore. 

Even so, Lord, quickly come To Thy final harvest home;  

Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin,  

There, forever purified, In Thy garner to abide;  

Come with all Thine angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home. 

Thanksgiving Sermon 

 Text: 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

 Theme: “Give Thanks . . . Even Now?” 

Thanksgiving Offering 

       Will be collected in the narthex and elevator room after the service. 

Confession of Faith: First Article of the Creed and Explanation 

All: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and  

 earth. 

Pastor:  What does this mean?  

All:  I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has  

 given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,  

 my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them.  

 He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and  

 home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He  

 richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this  

 body and life.  

 He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me  

 from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine  

 goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  

 For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey  

 Him. This is most certainly true. 
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Hymn: “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” (LSB #893) 

Sing to the Lord of harvest, Sing songs of love and praise;  

With joyful hearts and voices Your alleluias raise.  

By Him the rolling seasons In fruitful order move;  

Sing to the Lord of harvest A joyous song of love. 

God makes the clouds rain goodness, The deserts bloom and spring,  

The hills leap up in gladness, The valleys laugh and sing.  

God fills them with His fullness, All things with large increase;  

He crowns the year with blessing, With plenty and with peace. 

Bring to this sacred altar The gifts His goodness gave,  

The golden sheaves of harvest, The soul Christ died to save.  

Your hearts lay down before Him When at His feet you fall,  

And with your lives adore Him Who gave His life for all. 

Thanksgiving Prayers 

Pastor:  Let us come before God in prayer, giving Him our concerns,  

 thanking Him for His blessings, and trusting that our good and  

 gracious God will answer us in His due time. 

 Silence for time of personal prayer 

Pastor:  Eternal Father, You have graciously given us this good land as our  

 heritage. We confess that government, favorable weather, faithful  

 friends, godly neighbors and kindly family are all Your gifts.  

People:  Give us thankful hearts that acknowledge all these blessings  

 come from Your hand.  Defend and protect our nation from  

 every foe and evil. Let our thanksgiving flow forth in thankful  

 living, being generous and gracious in our words and deeds. 

Pastor:  Almighty God, You created and still uphold all creation by the  

 Word of Your power. Stretch out Your hand to delivers us from  

 this worldwide pandemic.  Bless and preserve our nation and  

 continue to call her peoples back to a faithful relationship with  

 You. 
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People:  Thank you for the fruits of the earth, blessings gathered from  

 the fields, orchards, gardens, flocks and herds of this fertile  

 land. Thank you for all the gifts of body and soul that enrich  

 and bless our lives. Open our eyes to see all these blessings even  

 in the midst of difficult days.  Move us also to see and help  

 those in need and lead us to care for those less fortunate. 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, You have given and still preserve for us our  

 bodies and souls, and all that we are, and all that we have. Give us   

 wisdom to wisely and faithfully use these material blessings, which  

 You have so generously entrusted to our use. Help us to regard this  

 bounty as gifts from Your hand, not possessions we have earned.  

People:  Bless our Generations United in Mission ministry expansion  

 campaign. Free our hearts to give generously and cheerfully.   

 Help us to use all things, not for selfish gain or personal glory,  

 but always for the good of our neighbor and the glory of Your  

 holy name.  

Pastor:   Merciful God, You have graciously given us Your Word and  

 Sacraments, by which You have called us to faith in Christ.  You  

 have forgiven us all our sin and strengthened us against the wiles  

 of the Ancient Enemy.  

People:  Grant us grace to value these heavenly treasures above all  

 things, that You may ever be the source of our greatest joy, the  

 true and abiding light of our lives, and the constant consolation  

 that upholds us both in times of prosperity and adversity. 

Pastor:  Living Lord, You are the strength of the weak, the hope of the  

 dying and the life of all the living. Visit with compassion those in  

 any need, trial or affliction. Comfort them now as You comforted  

 Your people in the past, remembering them with the favor You  

 have shown us in Your Son, that we may find comfort in His cross.  

People:  Care for those who care for the afflicted and distressed.  Guide  

 us all so that we, too, may take up our neighbors’ burdens and  

 give them the consolation You first have shared with us.  
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Pastor:  Father of us all, as we gather with family and friends to enjoy a  

 thanksgiving meal, grant us to continue to worship You in our  

 homes.  Help us to share with and support one another.   

People:  Bless our conversations to be seasoned with the salt of Your  

 grace, beneficial for all those who hear.  Even as Your Son has  

 promised, come and make Your home with us, that all our  

 homes may be places of love and joy, peace and harmony.  

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

 trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  

 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  

 and forever.  

People:  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  

 kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into  

 temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

  fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

People: Amen. 
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Closing Hymn: “Now Thank We All Our God” (LSB #895) 

Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices, 

Who wondrous things has done, In whom His world rejoices; 

Who from our mothers’ arms Has blest us on our way 

With countless gifts of love And still is ours today. 

Oh, may this bounteous God Through all our life be near us, 

With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us 

And keep us in His grace And guide us when perplexed 

And free us from all ills In this world and the next! 

All praise and thanks to God The Father now be given, 

The Son, and Him who reigns With them in highest heaven, 

The one eternal God, Whom earth and heav’n adore; 

For thus it was, is now, And shall be evermore. 
 

 

 

 

Worship Leader:    Pastor Harold Bender 

Director of Parish Music:   Michelle Prince 


