THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
God’s Law and Life

Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same.

September 3 & 4, 2022
__________________________________________________________________

A thousand ages in Thy sight Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun.

AS WE GATHER

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Soon bears us all away;
We fly forgotten as a dream Dies at the op’ning day.

In the explanation of the Small Catechism, we are taught that the Law of God serves
three purposes. First, as a curb, the Law helps to control violent outbursts of sin and
keeps order in the world. Second, as a mirror, the Law accuses us and shows us our sin.
Third, as a guide, the Law teaches us Christians what we should and should not do to
lead a God-pleasing life. Notice that the third use is for “us Christians,” that is, those
who have been freed from the Law’s curse by faith in Christ. In that faith we discover
God’s love reflected even in His Law. So the Psalm teaches us to pray, “Oh how I love
Your law,” and “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:97,
105). Today we receive that light and love to follow our Lord Jesus, the way, the truth,
and the life.

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper today,
please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For members, it
is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the table. For guests, it
explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual
preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME
Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #733 “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home:
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure.
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O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Be Thou our guard while troubles last and our eternal home!
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD,
People: that He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His paths.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Since God graciously calls all people to come to Him to receive His love
and life through repentance of sin and faith in His gift of forgiveness, let
us confess our sin, take refuge in His mercy, and seek His grace for the
sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Most merciful God, we come before you at your gracious invitation.
We repent of our sins in thought, word, and deed, both what we have
done against your Law and what we have failed to do in faithfulness
to your Law. We have not loved you with our whole being. We have
failed to love our neighbors. We plead through the deliverance of your
Son’s suffering and death, forgive us our sins, and give us the will to
choose life in His name. Amen.
Pastor: “The word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that
you can do it.” In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus
Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. You are free. Choose life!
People: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King.
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To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high.
For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord our God, by your Word and Spirit you create for
yourself a people after your own heart. Impart to us a clean heart filled
with your love that we may constantly desire to live according to your
will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 30:15–20 (The choice of life and death)
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“See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God that I command you today, by loving the LORD
your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes
and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in
the land that you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away,
and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, 18 I
declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that
you are going over the Jordan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness
against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore
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choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the LORD your God, obeying
his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length of days, that you may
dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, to give them.”
Lector:

This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Philemon 1–21

(Paul’s plea for Onesimus)

1

Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved
fellow worker 2 and Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in
your house: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I
thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love
and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, 6 and I pray
that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good
thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. 7 For I have derived much joy and comfort from
your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through
you. 8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do what is
required, 9 yet for love's sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man and now a
prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I
became in my imprisonment. 11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed
useful to you and to me.) 12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 13 I
would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your
behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without
your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion but of your own
accord. 15 For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might
have him back forever, 16 no longer as a bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a
beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in
the Lord.17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me.18 If
he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19 I, Paul,
write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your
own self. 20 Yes, brother, I want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in
Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even
more than I say.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 14:25–35 (The cost of discipleship)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
“There is a Name I Love to Hear” AGPS#236
There is a name I love to hear; I love to sing it s worth.
It sounds like music in my ear, the sweetest name on earth.
Oh, how I love Jesus, Oh, how I love Jesus!
Oh, how I love Jesus, because He first loved me.
It tells me of a Savior’s love, who died to set me free.
It tells me of His precious blood, the sinner’s perfect plea. Refrain
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I am trusting Thee for pardon At Thy feet I bow,
For Thy grace and tender mercy Trusting now.
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Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, “If anyone
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever
does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of
you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he
has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able
to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was
not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will
not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who
comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great
way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34 “Salt is good, but if
salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use either for the
soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

Refrain:

SERMON HYMN #729 “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”
I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus, Trusting only Thee;
Trusting Thee for full salvation, Great and free.

I am trusting Thee for cleansing In the crimson flood;
Trusting Thee to make me holy By thy blood.
I am trusting Thee to guide me; Thou alone shalt lead,
Ev’ry day and hour supplying All my need.
I am trusting Thee for power; Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me Must prevail.
I am trusting Thee. Lord Jesus’ Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever and for all.
SERMON
(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
(Be seated)
OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located at
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you
are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and return it to the
center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to greet after the service.
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Pastor:
(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
O God, our King, you counted the terrible cost of our salvation and sent
your Son to give His life on the cross. Inspire our hearts to trust fully in
His sacrificial victory, that we would follow in His way through death
and into eternal life. Help us to carry the crosses the world lays upon us,
no matter the cost. Lord, in your mercy,
People: our prayer.
Pastor: Divine Shepherd, you give life to your Church through your Holy Word.
Grant your people always to walk in your way and receive your
blessings as they serve you in this world and in the life to come. Lord, in
your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, you are our life and length of days, and you set before
us your gift of life in your Holy Word. Preserve your institutions of
marriage and family. Guard husbands and wives, parents and children,
both from despising and from idolizing one another. Instead, let every
relationship in the home exemplify your unconditional love for us in
Christ, and grant that all might follow Him in their service to one
another. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Good Lord, preserve us from the ways of the wicked, and prosper us in
your paths. We commend to you all who bear office in our land and ask
you to make them a blessing to those they serve. Grant to us every joy
in the calling you have given to us, that we might render service to you
in our works of love toward our neighbor. Remember those in need of
honest labor and daily bread, and give them gainful employment
according to your good and gracious will. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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O Lord, give the strength of the Spirit to all who are suffering or in any
kind of need, and especially to those we have been asked to remember,
including Shirley, Gloria, Janet, Brian, Steve, Norma, Vern, Amy, Brian,
Cathy, Jim, Vern, Elaine, Dorothy, Cindy, Don, Shirley, Richard, Helga,
Carol, Sarah, Debbie, Steve, Mary, June, Jerry, Shirley and Sarah, that
they may all have the courage and will to take up their crosses and
follow the Savior through suffering into the joys of life everlasting. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Wonderful Lord, thank you for the gift of marriage. When you made
man you said it was not good for him to be alone. Therefore you
continue to bring people together. You have done the same again by
uniting Amanda Barry and Kyle Welsh in Holy Marriage this weekend.
We thank you Lord for their love, and we pray that you will bless their
marriage throughout their life. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, you have set before us life and death, blessing and curse
in your Holy Word. Now at the altar, through His own Word, your Son
sets before us His own body and blood. Grant that all who receive the
Sacrament today might do so with prepared and penitent hearts,
rejoicing in your gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation for the sake of
Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Preserve us, O Lord, from all temptation and grant us faith, that we may
rest all our prayers and the desires of our hearts in your merciful arms,
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

Keep me from saying words That later need recalling;
Guard me lest idle speech May from my lips be falling;
But when within my place I must and ought to speak,
Then to my words give grace Lest I offend the weak.

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions,
And let me find good friends For counsel and correction,
Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small
And by Your Spirit’s might To live in peace with all.

AGNUS DEI
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O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)

Let me depart this life Confiding in my Savior;
By grace receive my soul That it may live forever;
And let my body have A quiet resting place
Within a Christian grave; And let it sleep in peace.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN #715
“Jesus Savior, Pilot Me”
Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea;
Unknown waves before me roll, Hiding rock and treach’rous shoal.
Chart and compass come from Thee, Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

And on that final day When all the dead are waking,
Stretch out Your mighty hand, My deathly slumber breaking.
Then let me hear Your voice, Redeem this earthly frame,
And bid me to rejoice With those who love Your name.

As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild;
Boist’rous waves obey Thy will When Thou say’st to them, “Be still!”
Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, Jesus , Savior, pilot me.

HYMN #709 “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.

When at last I near the shore And the fearful breakers roar
Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then, while leaning on Thy breast,
May I hear Thee say to me, “Fear not, I will pilot thee.”

Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.

HYMN #696
“O God, My Faithful God”
O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing,
Without whom nothing is, All perfect gifts bestowing;
Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within
A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin.

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.
Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!

Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing
Whatever You command, My calling here fulfilling;
That I do what I should While trusting You to bless
The outcome for my good, For You must give success.
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And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!
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COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, the author of all life, we praise and thank you that
your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, chose death in our place. By the
power of His resurrection, He has made us to be His own, imparting to
us His holiness, righteousness, and love. Go with us to bear witness to
your gracious will and your gift of life for the whole world; through our
Lord of life, Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #861
“Christ Be My Leader”
Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.
Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.
Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation; with Jesus I reign.
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