SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
An Ancient Word of Warning For Today
September 24 & 25, 2022
5:00pm & 8:00am
________________________________________________________________
AS WE GATHER
Government is intended by God to be a blessing in our lives. Indeed, Paul writes
in Romans that ". . . there is no authority except from God, and those that exist
have been instituted by God." (Romans 13:1b) Yet, we know that sometimes
evil people end up in positions of authority, misusing and even abusing
authority. Often we wonder, why does God allow evil leaders to reign? What are
we to learn from this and where are we to turn? God is watching and will bring
all leaders into His righteous judgment ultimately. So we turn to Jesus, the
perfect King and the King of kings (Rev. 19:16). Jesus is the one before whom all
earthly leaders will one day stand to be judged (Ps. 2:9-12; John 5:22). These are
some of the truths we will ponder under the theme: "Our Nation, Other Nations,
and the Kingdom of Christ."
Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the
table. For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity,
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.
WELCOME
Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
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 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #850 “God of Grace and God of Glory”
God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;
Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.
Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!
From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days,
For the living of these days.
Cure Your children’s waring madness; Bend our pride to Your control;
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal.
Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore,
Serving You whom we adore.
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
People: Teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.
Pastor: Consider how I love your precepts! Give me life according to your
steadfast love.
People: The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your just and
righteous decrees endures forever.
Pastor: Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; unite my
heart to fear your name.
People: I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will
glorify your name forever.
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PSALM 2
All:
Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
Pastor: The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,
People: “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
Pastor: He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.
People: Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury,
saying,
Pastor: “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
People: I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have begotten you.
Pastor: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of
the earth your possession.
People: You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a
potter's vessel.”
Pastor: Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
People: Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
Pastor: Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is
quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
All:
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: It is good and right that we should make confession of our sins. The
section on “Confession” in the Small Catechism by Dr. Martin Luther
instructs us with these words:
People: Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second,
that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as
from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins
are forgiven before God in heaven.
Pastor: Humble yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and
implore His forgiveness.
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People: O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and penitent sinner,
confess to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever
offended you and justly deserved your present and eternal
punishment. By nature, I am a sinful creature. By thought, word, and
deed I have transgressed your law. For the sake of the sufferings and
death of your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a
penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the
power of your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life.
Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
People: Amen.
Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE
Page 204
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King.
To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high.
For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
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Pastor:

Let us pray. O God, you are the strength of all who trust in you, and
without your aid we can do no good thing. Grant us the help of your
grace that we may please you in both will and deed; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 6:1–7 (God’s people are warned by the prophet.)
“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion, and to those who feel secure on the mountain
of Samaria, the notable men of the first of the nations, to whom the house of Israel
comes! 2 Pass over to Calneh, and see, and from there go to Hamath the great; then
go down to Gath of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is their
territory greater than your territory, 3 O you who put far away the day of disaster and
bring near the seat of violence? 4 “Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory and stretch
themselves out on their couches, and eat lambs from the flock and calves from the
midst of the stall,5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp and like David invent for
themselves instruments of music,6 who drink wine in bowls and anoint themselves with
the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 7 Therefore they shall now be
the first of those who go into exile, and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out
shall pass away.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE 1 Timothy 6:6–19 (The love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.)
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But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world,
and we cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with
these we will be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with
many pangs. 11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take
hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God,
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who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius
Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from
reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the
proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of
lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one
has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17 As for the
rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the
uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.
18
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share,
19
thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that
they may take hold of that which is truly life.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:19–31 (The story of the rich man and poor Lazarus)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
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“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered
with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover,
even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the
angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being
in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And
he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of
his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham
said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus
in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those
who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to
us.’27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house—28 for I
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of
torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear
them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither
will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
“Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:

Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me He who died. Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He has washed away my sin, Lets His little child come in. Refrain
SERMON HYMN #844 “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace”
Lord of all nations, grant me grace To love all people, ev’ry race;
And in each person may I see My kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee.
Break down the wall that would divide Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side.
My neighbor’s good let me pursue; Let Christian love bind warm and true.
Forgive me, lord, where I have erred by loveless act and thoughtless word.
Make me to see the wrong I do Will grieve my wounded Lord anew.
Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak Whenever strong oppress the weak.
Should I myself the victim be, Help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee.
With Thine own love may I be filled And by thy Holy Spirit willed,
That all I touch, where’er I be, May be divinely touched by thee.
SERMON “Our Nation, Other Nations, and the Kingdom of Christ” Amos 6:1-7
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(Rise)
NICENE CREED
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the
Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for
us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day
He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have
no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection
of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
(Be seated)
OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder
located at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and
phone. After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew,
and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those
to greet after the service.
(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Lord of the Nations, bless and endow leaders of the nations with wisdom
to rule their earthly realms according to your will. Convict and judge
those who abuse their authority and bring their reigns to an end.
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People: Amidst the turmoil of worldly powers, fill us with faith and trust in
Jesus Christ, King of kings, and joyfully look forward to the end of
corruption and the consummation of Christ’s reign in eternity.
Pastor: God of mercy, you provide us with your Holy Word, that we might know
and believe in Christ. Make us diligent to study your Word, fully believe
it to be true, and live day by day in your grace and promises.
People: Bless us to be content with your provision in this life and joyfully look
toward the life of the world to come.
Pastor: Holy God, remember the men to whom you have given the noble task
of pastor, shepherd, and overseer. Grant to them integrity in their
calling, faithfulness to your Word, and compassion toward your people.
People: Strengthen our pastors and all pastors, that they might be above
reproach as they care for their own families and also the family of
your Church. Preserve them from every snare of the devil, and give
them a great confidence in Christ Jesus.
Pastor: Father in heaven, preserve our homes from idols and sins of idleness.
Bless fathers and mothers as they teach their children the faith and
bring them to worship with your people.
People: Move us all to truly be generations united in mission, that the truth
would be faithfully passed on from generation to generation and that
our hearts rejoice in your gifts.
Pastor: King of kings and Lord of lords, watch over the authorities of this and
every nation. Deliver them from the idols of wealth, power, corruption
and abuse of authority.
People: Grant our leaders to use their offices in service to you and those you
have entrusted to their care.
Pastor: Almighty God, you afflict in faithfulness and comfort in your steadfast
love. Let your mercy, help, and healing come to Pastor Tom Hinz,
Sharon, Jill, Paulette, Shirley, Gloria, Janet, Brian, Steve, Norma, Vern,
Brian, Amy, Cathy, Jim, Vern, Elaine, Dorothy, Cindy, Don, Shirley,
Richard, Helga, Carol, Sarah, Debbie, Mary, June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah
and all in need restoration of body and soul.
People: Grant all your children to find their consolation in your promises and
receive the peace that comes from your abiding presence with them.
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Pastor:

Gracious Lord, you have rescued us from our sin, and now you
graciously feed us with your Son’s body and blood. Grant that all who
receive this Holy Supper today would be preserved from hardheartedness and clothed in Christ’s righteousness.
People: Comfort us by your grace and forgiveness and give us your gifts of life
and salvation.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, you deliver your people from the sufferings of this
world and comfort them with eternal rest. Bless and be with the family
and friends of Jim Spitzer as well as the loved ones of Steve Wollerman,
who have now passed on to glory.
People: Receive our thanks for your kindness to the saints who have gone
before us, grant us to remember them in faith, and preserve us until
we are carried by angels to heaven.
Pastor: Answer all doubt and fear, O Lord, with confidence in your Word and
Sacraments, that by these Means of Grace we may be kept in holiness
and guarded from temptation and despair until the day when you bring
all things to their perfect fulfillment and we are delivered to everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI
Page 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN #669 “Come, We That Love the Lord”
Come, we that love the Lord, And let our joys be known;
Join in a song with sweet accord, Join in a song with sweet accord
And thus surround the throne, and thus surround the throne.
Refrain:

We’re marching to Zion, Beautiful, beautiful Zion;
We’re marching upward to Zion, The beautiful city of God.

Let those refuse to sing Who never knew our God;
but children of the heav’nly King, but children of the heav’nly King
May speak their joys abroad, May speak their joys abroad. Refrain
The hill of Zion yields A thousand sacred sweets
Before we reach the heav’nly fields, Before we reach the heav’nly fields,
Or walk the golden streets, Or walk the golden streets. Refrain
Then let our songs abound, And ev’ry tear be dry;
We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground,
We’re marching through Emmanuel’s ground To fairer worlds on high,
To fairer worlds on high. Refrain
HYMN #664
“Fight the Good Fight”
Fight the good fight with all your might;
Christ is your strength, and Christ your right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be Your joy and crown eternally.

Cast care aside, lean on your guide; His boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and enduring faith shall prove Christ is your life and Christ your love.
Faint not nor fear, His arms are near; He changes not who holds you dear;
Only believe, and you will see That Christ is all eternally.
HYMN #708 “Lord, Thee I Love With All My Heart”
Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me. Earth has no pleasure I would share.
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break, My trust in Thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought; Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, Forsake me not!
I trust Thy Word.
Yea, Lord, ‘twas Thy rich bounty gave My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor. Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place
May glorify Thy lavish grace And help and serve my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile; Let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.
Lord, let at last Thine angels come, To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing; And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep Until Thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me, That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face, My Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.
COMMON DISMISSAL

Run the straight race through God’s good grace;
Lift up your eyes, and seek His face. Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path, and Christ the prize.
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(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. Holy Father, we ask you now, by this blessed food and
drink, to deliver your Church from every evil, to teach her to love you
perfectly, and to make her truly one, even as this bread was made from
many grains of wheat to become the carrier of the body of our Savior
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
People: Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #712
“Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness.
And all these things shall be added unto you! Allelu, alleluia!
Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, alleluia!
Man does not live by bread alone, But by ev’ry word
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu, alleluia!
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