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Jesus Calling the Disciples: Matthew 4:18-22
Happy September! Can you believe how quickly this summer flew by? I know we here at St. Paul’s are
so excited to have all of your kids back with us studying at school! As Pastor Bender wrote in last month’s
article the theme this year is Making Disciples for Life. This is truly a wonderful theme and focus for the
school year, all of us are Jesus’ disciples and will be throughout our lives. But what does it mean to be a
disciple, and how did we become one in the first place? Do you remember when you first started following
Jesus? What caused it to happen? As you reflect on these questions, I thought it would be good for us to take a
look at how Jesus called his first disciples according to the Gospel of Matthew.
It is remarkable how easily Jesus recruited these first disciples. They were off doing their jobs, being
fishermen when Jesus just walked up and said follow me. Now if you are like me I probably would not just get
up and follow some guy I just met, abandoning everything. But that is exactly what these men did. Jesus came,
said to follow him and they followed him. They left their jobs, some even left their families to go and be
Disciples of Christ.
I am sure that some of you have had an experience like this. Where Christ suddenly appeared in your
life, and told you to leave some other things behind. Others of you may be more like me where you have never
known a life without him in it guiding and leading you. Either way the command is still the same- follow me.
I want to thank you as one of the Pastors of St. Paul’s that you have heard this call and followed. I know
that in many ways it is harder to send your children to us here, rather than at a public school. It costs more
financially, and we certainly need more help with volunteering than other schools might. But you have heard
the call of Jesus that he wants your children to be disciples for life, and you have heard that call and sent them
here so that they can learn under him. That is truly to be commended.
However the work does not stop here. As much as the kids can learn about Jesus here, they truly learn
the most about him at home. Whether children are St. Paul’s students or not, are your children still disciples of
Jesus at home? Are they learning how to bring prayer into their daily life, when they wake up in the morning
and when they go to sleep in the evening? Are they seeing you their parents strive to follow Christ in all that
you do? Are they coming to worship on Sunday to receive all the gifts God desires to lavish on his disciples?
The truth is we all can do a better job of raising our youth as disciples, and honestly it is because we can do a
better job of being disciples ourselves. There are many times when Jesus says “Follow me, Learn from me” and
we remain in the boat. My challenge for myself, and I pray for you is that whenever you hear Jesus calling you
to live as one of his disciples you will listen to his call, get out of the boat and follow. It will be challenging,
and there will be times we fail. But that is where he gets to teach us his greatest lesson- the lesson of
forgiveness and love that will never end. I am thankful that is the lesson he desires to teach us, and I pray that I
will continue to learn it this year. I pray you
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Men’s Bible Breakfast Resumes in September
At the first gathering of guys in September, we will have a nice breakfast, pray together, and have a
brief study on three different topics. The three topics that are to be considered are: 1) Paul’s 1st Letter
to Timothy, 2) Selected themes in the Gospel of John, and 3) the Key Events in the Life of King David.
From these three topics, we will consider which one to start studying in the Fall. Come and join the
guys for some good food, fellowship, and faith growing!
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class – Monumental Mountaintops
“I will lift up my eyes to the mountains, from where does my help come? My help comes from the
Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1) This is a study be began last spring and we will
pick it up in September. Classes resume on Sunday, September 11. Extra study guides are available.
All are welcome to come and grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus and His Word of truth.
High School Bible Study
Senior High Bible study resumes Sunday September 18th! This semester of Senior High Bible Study we will be
covering exciting stories of the Old Testament. The series is titled “Stories that Would Get Your Sunday
School Teacher Fired” and will cover everything from Sodom and Gomorrah, to Jezebel, with stories like that
of Ehud the Left Handed in between. We will see why these Old Testament stories are still relevant to us today,
as well as seeing how God’s grace can shine even when humans are at their worst. This study will take place at
9:15 am Sunday mornings in the Library. Hope you can join us! If you have any questions please contact
Pastor Josh.

Young Adult Bible Study
Calling all young adults! We are starting a Young Adult Bible Study (topic will be decided) the second and
fourth Monday’s of every month. We will have Bible study as well as some time afterwards for socializing and
games. We will be meeting at Pastor Josh’s apartment at 6:30 PM Contact him, or Hannah and Bennett Frazier
for further information!

Thursday Morning Bible Class: How We Got the Bible
Is the Bible just a “good book” with pithy sayings? Is it mythology or just the ideas of some men who
lived long ago? How do we know the Bible hasn’t been revised and rewritten? This is the first topic of
study for our Thursday morning Bible study. We meet Thursdays at 10:00am; class resumes
September 7.
++++++++

THE RESULTS ARE IN …
Thank You for your input filling out the survey for the Saturday service time. The board of elders reviewed it
at the August meeting and had 83 votes for 4:00 p.m. and 123 votes for 5:00 p.m. With the results of the
survey and the potential for Saturday weddings, the service time will be staying at 5:00 p.m.
2

“Christian Life in a Non-Christian World”
A Fall Sermon Series - 2022

Just in case you haven’t noticed, we are living in an ever-increasing non-Christian culture in these
United States of America. There are cultural trends that challenge our faith. There are downright evil
teachings that reject the tenets of Holy Scripture. In the 1950’s, the culture in our nation was much
more aligned with Christian faith and values. Television shows, radio programming, and even public
schools were significantly in sync with Christianity. Indeed, Andy Griffith went to church in the
sitcom of his name sake and Ben Franklin Grade School (the public school Pastor Bender attended as a
child) had a plaque with the Ten Commandments on the wall in the school lobby!
Well, things have changed. To quote Dorothy from the Wizard of OZ, “We aren’t in Kansas
anymore.” How do we respond to these issues in a distinctively Christian way? How do we “speak the
Truth in love,” in a culture that no longer believes in absolute truth? How do we stand firm in the faith,
fighting the good fight in the midst of cultural battles? These are things we will address in our fall
sermon series here at St. Paul’s. The following is a schedule of topics:
Date

Theme

Text

September 10-11

“Christians Called to Reach All Others”

Luke 15:1-10

September 17-18

“Christians Called to Stewardship”

Luke 16:1-15

September 24-25

“Our Nation, Other Nations, and the Kingdom of God” Amos 6:1-7

October 1 & 2

“All Lives Matter . . . Because God Gives Life”

Psalm 139
(free text)

October 8 & 9

“Christian Truth in a Non-Binary Culture”

Gen 1,2 Eph 5
(free texts)

October 15 & 16

“Christians Fight the Good Fight of Faith”

2 Tim. 3:14-4:5

October 22 & 23

“Childlike Faith in a Grown-up Culture”

Luke 8:9-17

______________________________________________________________________

CELEBRATION OF NEW AND OLD
OCTOBER 9, 2022
12:00PM
You are invited to meet our new church & school families, celebrate with those
who have milestone birthdays, and rejoice with our recently baptized!
Enjoy a free lunch and short program in the St. Paul’s Gym.
Letters will be going out to our new members soon.
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It is Time!!
“Come, all you who are thirsty,
come to the waters of life and drink!” (Isa. 55)
Jesus, through the prophet, invites His people to come and drink. Not at a
drinking fountain! Not at a pub! Not at one of Milwaukee’s many festivals. Jesus
bids us to come to Him . . . to drink in His Word of grace and life.
The pandemic changed many things in our lives. Jesus remains the same. The
pandemic caused many fears and troubles in people’s life situation. Jesus calms
those fears. The pandemic led many people to simply stay home and even worship
at home. Jesus bids us to come, to come to church, to gather with fellow believers,
to worship in the house of the Lord, to the end that we might be empowered to live
life through Him and for Him.
So, it is time! It is time to come back to church. Studies say that 30% of the people
that have quit coming to church will never return to in person worship. It’s just
a study. I hope for better at St. Paul’s. So, in Jesus’ name, I declare to you: “It is
time! It’s time to come again to drink in the waters of life in God’s Word and
precious sacraments.”

Pastor Bender
____________________________________________________________________

Playground
Coming in September
Dedication in October
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Ladies Guild is collecting shoes in good condition until October 1st for “Soles
For Jesus”. These shoes will go to foreign countries. A collection basket is in
the narthex. Thank you to all who have donated already!!

Widows Lunch
All widows in the congregation are invited to lunch at Red Robin 7515 W.
Edgerton on Wednesday September 14th at 11:00am.

Quilter’s Patch
Our little band of working hands is looking for a few more hands. NO SEWING experience
needed. Have you admired the quilts in church every year? Do you like to create things?
Do you like to help those in need? Do you have a few hours to spare a few times a month?
Do you like fellowship with others? Then maybe your hands are just what we need. Come
and visit us on a 1st, 3rd, or 5th Monday in the fellowship hall. We are there 9am until 11:30am.
Quilting dates for September thru November are
September – 19th
October – 3rd, 17th and 31st
Will need help the morning of October 1st to display quilts in the
church
November – 7th and 21st
December – Off for the holidays
If you have any questions regarding the quilting group, please contact Dawn Ziolecki at 414841-6097 or via email at dzwolf2012@gmail.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLTK_vX6NR9S0VJuxmk0PpA?view_as=subscriber
Subscribe to our channel! Watch our worship services and devotions! We will have worship services
on-line for about 6 months and special services (Christmas, Easter etc) for 1 year.
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulwa/ Access Facebook for church and
school updates, video announcements, school chapels, and devotions!

Visit our Website! www.splcwa.org
Support our ministry through online giving! Stay up-to-date on our activities!

Our weekend worship services are broadcast on TWO radio stations
each Sunday at 8:00am. “JOY” 1340 AM and 98.7 FM
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With the departure of Michelle Prince as our Director of Parish Music, we have
a lot of “holes” to fill when it comes to music ministry. Thankfully, some folks
are stepping up!

Bell Choir
Mrs. Jodi Drew is going to step up to be our interim
adult bell choir leader. The bell choir will begin meeting
on Thursday, September 1 at 6:00pm.

Vocal Choir
While no one has stepped into the choir director position, there are several
members of the choir that want to see it continue. There is
discussion of using many pieces sung in the past and simply
working together as God’s singing servants to keep the choir in tact.
There will be an organizational meeting on Thursday, September 8 at
7:15pm. Come and join the joyful voices to sing God’s praise.

Director of Parish Music
The Board of Elders at its August meeting is recommending to Church Council
that a call committee be formed to search for a new Director of Parish Music.
Please keep this endeavor in your prayers.
RETIREMENT NEWS
Come to the Open House at Steeple View Christian Community
Are you tired of mowing the lawn, raking leaves, or shoveling snow? Is home maintenance getting to be
too much of a burden for you or your children? Why not take advantage of today’s real estate market and
make the move to Steeple View Christian Community? You will experience independent, worry-free
living at its best in the caring environment of a Christian community.
Steeple View offers a variety of sizes and floor plans in a suburban environment that is conveniently
located for shopping and all your daily needs. There’s a floor plan to fit your lifestyle! See why our
residents made their move and are already enjoying the numerous amenities and welcoming environment
of Steeple View!
Call 414-525-5500 today for a personal tour or stop in that the OPEN HOUSE either:



Sunday, September 11th from noon – 2:00 p.m. or
Friday, September 16th from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.

Steeple View – An Independent Senior Community Embracing Christian Values
12455 W. Janesville Rd., Muskego 53150 steepleview.org 414-525-5500
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Sharing God’s Bounty
Why We Struggle in Giving
Jesus gave us all … his one and only Son (John 3:16). Just as Jesus gave, we are enabled by God’s grace to
be giving people. For Christians, giving is not an option. We are to give our firstfruits generously and joyfully
out of gratitude for who God is and what he has done and continues to do for us. So why don’t Christians give
as they should?
The following are some reasons people don’t give more:
1. Spiritual problems. People act as owners of their things rather than stewards. They readily acknowledge
God as the owner with their lips but not with their hearts and actions. Those lacking an intimate
relationship with Jesus do not make giving a priority.
2. Financial problems. The average credit card debt per household is approximately $8,000. Many don’t
manage their money wisely. Until we spend less money than we make, we will find that money is tight
and unavailable for giving generously.
3. Compartmentalization. We compartmentalize when we divide our lives into competing parts. If we
disconnect God from the managing of our money, he is not in control, and we are prone to hoard money
rather than give it.
4. Limited vision. We are apt to give less than we are capable if we do not understand all that our church or
other Christian organizations are doing. If we understand and relate to the vision and mission of the
church or organizations seeking our contributions, we will give generously.
5. Limited relationships. People give more when they are connected to the church or Christian
organization through relationships. If good relationships exist with the pastor or church leaders or even
other members, people tend to be more generous.
If we are struggling in our giving, we need to seek God’s strength to grow in our faith and trust in him. It is
only by God’s grace that we can be empowered to grow in the grace of giving.
May God help us all grow in his love and grace so we become the generous givers he wants us to be.

We own nothing. We are simply stewards of our lives, our goods, and our relationships. A basic understanding
of Christian stewardship is that we are set in this world as caretakers, as stewards, not as possessors. To be
wise, is, in one sense, to be a good steward. The gospel story of the talents constitutes a plea for us to use what
has been entrusted to us, but it is grounded in the truth that we own nothing, not even our lives.

The counsel of the LORD stands forever,
the plans of His heart to all generations.
Psalm 33:11

© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC  May not be copied without permission.  www.parishpublishing.org
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Young Adult Bible Study
Calling all young adults! We are starting a Young Adult Bible
Study (topic will be decided) the second and fourth Monday’s of
every month. We will have Bible study as well as some time
afterwards for socializing and games. We will be meeting at
Pastor Josh’s apartment at 6:30 PM Contact him, or Hannah and
Bennett Frazier for further information!
High School Movie Night
Jeff and Cathy Reinhardt have graciously opened
up their home to our High School Youth for a
movie night September 24th at 5:00. This month’s feature is the
Princess Bride! We will be discussing the four Greek words for
Love, and how they play out in our every day relationships as
shown in this film. If you can attend we ask that boys bring
snacks to share and girls bring drinks to share. Hope to see you
there! Contact Pastor Josh if you have any questions/ need the
address.

Every third Sunday of the Month
we will have the gym open to all
of our High School Students!
The doors will open at 6 PM so
please have your weekend
homework done by then! Pastor
Josh has some fun activities
planned for the kids, as well as
some great devotions. If you
have any questions please
contact Pastor Josh.

FROM THE BOARD OF MISSIONAL COMMUNITY
We are excited to share a preview of a few events that will be coming up in the
month of October! October 1st before service, we invite you to walk the streets of
St. Paul’s neighborhood to join in prayer. As the hands and feet of Christ, it is our
privilege to intercede for our neighbors and ask God’s blessings on their homes and
families. Prayer guides will be provided if desired. Save the date – October 15th The
Board of Missional Community will be hosting “From One to Many,” a presentation
and dinner, to help understand our role as disciples in spreading the Good News of
the Gospel with our neighbors. More details to come! Our first Pizza + Praise event
of the year will be hosted on Wednesday, October 26th! Come hungry and ready to
share how God has been moving in your life!
8

Brooke Lunak – 3K and 4K Teacher
My name is Brooke Lunak and I am very excited to be our new 3K and 4K teacher this coming school year. I
was born and raised in Frankenmuth, MI to two Lutheran school teachers. Because of this, I was raised in a
Lutheran school and love that I will get to raise my children in a Lutheran school as well.
In 2012 I graduated with a degree in Early Childhood Education from Concordia University Chicago, and spent
the next years teaching in Michigan, Missouri, and Janesville. In that
time, I have taught 2nd grade, Kindergarten and 3K.
My husband, Rob, and I have been married for nine years. In 2018
we welcomed our first son, Cato, and in January of 2022 our son,
Caius, was born. We moved to West Allis last year when my
husband took a call to be the principal at Mount Calvary in
Milwaukee. We love spending time taking trips together and visiting
different museums.
I am so excited to be teaching again! I love helping your little ones
grow and become ready to go to school. We will have lots of fun this
year learning and exploring the wonders of God's creation!

Natalie Schulte – 4th Grade Teacher
My name is Natalie Schulte. I was born and raised in Janesville, WI and attended St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
and School from Kindergarten through 8th grade. I graduated from Concordia University Wisconsin in
December of 2011 with a degree in Elementary Education. My first call was to St. Paul in Rochelle, IL where I
have been a teacher and Youth Director for the last ten years. I
always knew that I wanted to work in a Lutheran school. I love
being able to share Jesus and my faith with my students. During
my time at St. Paul I taught 4th grade and Middle School. My
favorite subject to teach is Literature. As a Youth Director, I
coordinated multiple fundraisers for the National Youth
Gathering, planned youth group outings, and organized VBS.
My husband, Austin, and I have been married for seven years.
We have two kids, Zeke who is five years old and Lilly who is
two years old. Jelly is our dachshund/lab mix that we have had
for almost seven years. We just bought a home in Greenfield,
WI in July and are very excited to be a part of St. Paul’s.
We are very much a Disney family! Our favorite thing to do
together is watch movies and play games. I personally love to read and put books in the hands of kids that
“don’t like to read.” It is my belief that all kids will love reading…they just need to find the right book!
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Katie Scepanski – 2nd Grade Teacher
My name is Katie Scepanski and I am SO EXCITED to be part of the SPWA family! I was born and raised in
the Milwaukee/Greenfield area of Wisconsin. I went to Hi Mount Elementary for Kindergarten, St. Catherine’s
for 1st-3rd grade, and then we moved to Greenfield (Whitnall School
District) for 4th-12th grade. In May of 2003, I graduated from
Concordia University Wisconsin with a bachelor degree in Early
Childhood Education and a minor in Family Studies. In June of 2003 I
married my best friend, Jacob Scepanski. We have now been married for
19 years and counting! In June of 2004, we welcomed our daughter,
Danielle, into the world! She recently graduated from Martin Luther and
we are excited to see what God has planned for her future. In August of
2006, we welcomed our son, Brandon, into the world! He will be a
junior at Martin Luther this year and is very excited to be a part of the
youth group at SPWA. Over the past 19 years we have accumulated a
small zoo at home as well! We currently have 2 cats, 2 dogs, and nearly
100 fish!
My teaching journey started in August of 2003 at St. Peter-Immanuel,
teaching Kindergarten until June of 2005. It was then that God called me to teach in a combined classroom of
Kindergarten/1st graders at Pilgrim Lutheran in Wauwatosa (August of 2005 until June of 2008) until Pilgrim
Lutheran had to close its doors. It was in August of 2008 when God opened another door to me at Elm Grove
Lutheran to teach 1st Grade. It was there where I have spent the last 14 years of my journey continuing to grow
and form into the teacher He needed to be for SPWA! I am so excited to start my journey here as your 2nd
grade teacher! My favorite part of teaching is getting to know the children, meeting them where they’re at, and
helping them to grow and transition into the next stage of their lives! The most rewarding part of teaching is to
witness their growth first hand, every step of the way.
When I am not teaching, you will usually find me catering weddings and other events for Irene’s Catering! I
have loved serving others in this way for the last 6 years. I have also enjoyed bringing my children into this
form of service and seeing them grow in their people skills and ability to work under pressure. God has blessed
us with the opportunity to grow in this way and also with the DELICIOUS FOOD that comes along with the
job! When we are not catering, our family enjoys being outdoors in our boat, and now in our new camper!
If you happen to be at school, please stop in and say, “Hi”! :) I am so thankful to be here…

Jerry Heimsoth Memorial Golf Outing
September 24th
Sign up sheets are available at the
Welcome Center in the narthex.
Contact Barb Heimsoth at Barb@splcwa.org or Bob Strysick at
bats247@sbcglobal.net for more details.
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