FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
The Joyous and Free Blessing of Stewardship
September 17 & 18, 2022
__________________________________________________________________
AS WE GATHER
Today we are continuing our series on how to be disciples of Jesus in a culture that in
many ways can be against Christianity. This weekend we have an especially difficult
lesson for two different reasons. The first reason is that the topic is about money,
something that makes many uncomfortable. The second reason is today’s Gospel
reading can be very challenging to understand, it has confused scholars and theologians
throughout time. However it is a lesson that we truly need to learn. To be shrewd
stewards we need to be generous with the gifts that God has given us.
Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper today,
please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For members, it
is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the table. For guests, it
explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual
preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME
Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:2
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #743
“Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
Jesus, priceless treasure, Fount of purest pleasure, Truest friend to me,
Ah, how long in anguish Shall my spirit languish, Yearning, Lord, for Thee?
Thou art mine, O Lamb divine! I will suffer naught to hide Thee;
Naught I ask beside Thee.
In Thine arms I rest me; Foes who would molest me Cannot reach me here.
Though the earth be shaking, Ev’ry heart be quaking, Jesus calms my fear.
Lightnings flash And thunders crash; Yet, though sin and hell assail me,
Jesus will not fail me.
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Satan, I defy thee; Death, I now decry thee; Fear, I bid thee cease.
World, thou shalt not harm me Nor thy threats alarm me While I sing of peace.
God’s great pow’r Guards ev’ry hour; Earth and all its depths adore Him,
Silent bow before Him.
Hence, all earthly treasure! Jesus is my pleasure, Jesus is my choice.
Hence, all empty glory! Naught to me thy story Told with tempting voice.
Pain or loss, Or shame or cross, Shall not from my Savior move me
Since He deigns to love me.
Evil world, I leave thee; Thou canst not deceive me, Thine appeal is vain.
Sin that once did blind me, Get thee far behind me, Come not forth again.
Past thy hour, O pride and pow’r, Sinful life, thy bonds I sever,
Leave thee now forever.
Hence, all fear and sadness! For the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in.
Those who love the Father, Though the storms may gather,
Still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er I here must bear, Thou art still my purest pleasure,
Jesus, priceless treasure!
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
People: You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your might.
Pastor: Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around
your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart.
People: So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man.
Pastor: Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own
understanding.
People: In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your
paths.
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 WORD 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask
His gracious forgiveness for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of
heaven and before one another, that we are sinful human beings by
nature and by deed. We have not always put God first. We have used
His holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have not always
been devoted to the Lord and have not fully cherished the sacred
writings of our faith. We have failed in ways of keeping our thoughts,
words, and deeds pure and honorable. At times we have taken what is
not ours and have spoken that which is not helpful or true. We have
broken the law of God by coveting that which is not rightfully ours and
have not put the best construction on all things and spoken the best
of all people. We pray our God to have mercy on us, to forgive us all
our sins, and to bring us to everlasting life. Amen.
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grants us pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and
by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, you call us to be faithful in very little in order to be
trusted with much. Preserve us by your perpetual mercy, and because
without you we cannot but fall, keep us from all things hurtful and lead
us to all things profitable to our salvation; for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 8:4–7 (An exhortation to live justly)
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Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end,
saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and the shekel
great and deal deceitfully with false balances,6 that we may buy the poor for silver and
the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?”7 The LORD has sworn
by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE 1 Timothy 2:1–15 (The Lord wants all people to be saved.)
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing
in the sight of God our Savior,4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man[a] Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time. 7 For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 8 I
desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or
quarreling; 9 likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel,
with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly
attire, 10 but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good
works. 11 Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman
to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. 13 For Adam
was formed first, then Eve; 14 and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived
and became a transgressor. 15 Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they
continue in faith and love and holiness, with self-control.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 16:1–15 (Jesus calls His disciples to make serving Him the
priority.)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions.2 And he called him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management,
for you can no longer be manager.’3 And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do,
since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to
dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed
from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5 So, summoning his
master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
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He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down
quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said,
‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The
master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this
world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 And
I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it
fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10 “One who is faithful in a very
little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in
much. 11 If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust
to you the true riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's,
who will give you that which is your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for
either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 14 The Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15 And he said to them, “You
are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is
exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)
CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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“Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak, but He is strong.
Refrain:

Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me,
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me He who died. Heaven’s gates to open wide.
He has washed away my sin, Lets His little child come in. Refrain
ERMON HYMN #783 “Take My Life and Let It Be”
Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands and let them move At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be Swift and beautiful for Thee.
Take my voice and let me sing Always, only for my King;
Take my lips and let them be Filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect and use Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose.
Take my will and make it Thine, It shall be no longer mine;
Take my heart, it is Thine own, It shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour At Thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for Thee.
SERMON

“Shrewd Stewards”

Pastor Josh Grotelueschen

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Be seated)

OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder
located at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and
phone. After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew,
and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those
to greet after the service.
(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: The apostle Paul instructs us: “First of all, then, I urge that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.” Rejoicing in Christ’s
salvation offered to all, let us call upon God our Father for ourselves
and for all people.
Kind Father, your Son declared to us that we cannot serve you and
also be devoted to money. Free all your baptized children from
obsession with the goods of this world, that they may set their hearts
on the joys of the kingdom and the inheritance that never fades. Lord,
in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Almighty God, you entrust to your people the abundant wealth of
Christ’s salvation in your Word and Sacraments. Bless pastors, that they
might be faithful stewards of these mysteries, and grant that all your
people would make proper use of your Means of Grace and rejoice in
your salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Maker of heaven and earth, you have created man and woman for
different offices and with different gifts, that they might complement
one another and glorify you. Grant that, in our homes and
congregations, your people might rejoice in the callings you have given
them. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
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Heavenly Father, be with the sick and those who suffer, those troubled
in mind, those grieving in their sorrows, and the dying in their last hours
especially Pastor Tom Hinz, Sharon, Steve, Jill, Paulette, Shirley, Gloria,
Janet, Brian, Norma, Vern, Amy, Cathy, Jim, Steve, Brian Vern, Elaine,
Dorothy, Cindy, Don, Shirley, Richard, Helga, Carol, Sarah, Debbie, Mary,
June, Jerry, Shirley and Sarah. Grant them the comfort of your presence,
relief according to your will and peace in their hearts. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord of Life, be with those who mourn. Especially Janis, Wendy and all
in the Spitzer family on the passing of Jim. Help them to remember that
you died so that he may have eternal life. Be with them as they mourn,
so they may not mourn as the world mourns but mourn with hope. Be
also with Larry and Carol Hoffman as they remember their loving
mother Lucille trusting they will see her again. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of Joy, be with those who celebrate. Especially be with Larry and
Carol Hoffman as they celebrate their 55th wedding anniversary, and
Jerry and Audrey Spitzer as they celebrate their 66th wedding
anniversary. Thank you for the wonderful marriages you have given
them, and continue to pour your love upon them. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious God, your Son gave Himself as a ransom for all and now gives
Himself to us, that we might have life and salvation. Give us unity in
faith and hearts eager for mercy as we receive His body and blood for
the forgiveness of our sins. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty Father, you desire all to be saved. Remember your foes who
forget your Word and call them to repentance and faith, that they also
would rejoice in your righteousness and salvation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

We give thanks to you, O Lord, for you have forgiven our debt of sin for
the sake of Jesus. Preserve us in His grace and life until that day when
you gather us to be among the saints in glory around your throne;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
 SACRAMENT 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

It is Your work alone That I am now converted;
O’er Satan’s work in me You have Your pow’r asserted.
Your mercy and Your grace That rise a fresh each morn
Have turned my stony heart Into a heart newborn.
Lord, You have raised me up To joy and exultation
And clearly shown the way That leads me to salvation.
My sins are washed away; For this I thank You, Lord.
Now with my heart and soul All evil I abhor.
Grant that Your Spirit’s help To me be always given
Lest I should fall again And lose the way to heaven.
Grant that He give me strength In my infirmity;
May He renew my heart To serve You willingly.
O Father, God of love, Now hear my supplication;
O Savior, Son of God, Accept my adoration;
O Holy Spirit, be My ever faithful guide
That I may serve You here And there with You abide.

AGNUS DEI
Page 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

HYMN #852 “O God of Mercy, God of Might”
O God of mercy, God of might, In love and pity infinite,
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, To live our lives in Thee.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)

And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die
That our lost world might live thereby
O hear us; for to Thee we cry, In hope, O Lord, to Thee.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught:
To feel for those Thy blood hath bought,
That every word and deed and thought May work a work for Thee.

HYMN #703 “How Can I Thank You, Lord”
How can I thank You, Lord, For all Your loving kindness,
That You have patiently Borne with me in my blindness!
When dead in many sins And trespasses I lay,
I kindled, holy God, Your anger every day.
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All are redeemed, both far and wide,
Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died.
Grant us the will and grace provide to love them all in Thee!
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In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
May we each other’s burdens share;
May we, where help is needed, there Give help as unto Thee!
And may Thy Holy Spirit move All those who live to live in love
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above All those who live in Thee.
HYMN #636 “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,
Come into the daylight’s splendor, There with joy your praises render.
Bless the One whose grace unbounded This amazing banquet founded;
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.
Hasten as a bride to meet Him, And with loving rev’rence greet Him.
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.
Open wide the gates before Him, Saying, as you there adore Him:
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, That I nevermore will leave You.
He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure;
But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given.
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, None could buy the gifts here
offered: Christ’s true body, for you riven, And His blood, for you once given.
Now in faith I humbly ponder Over this surpassing wonder
That the bread of life is boundless Though the souls it feeds are countless:
With the choicest wine of heaven Christ’s own blood to us is given.
Oh, most glorious consolation, pledge and seal of my salvation!
Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding, Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You; Love incarnate, I adore You
Worthily let me receive You And, so forward, never leave You.
Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker, Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessed food from heaven, For our good, Your glory, given.

Lord, by love and mercy driven, You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.
Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited, Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me As Your guest in heav’n receive me.
COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, we thank you for having fed us with the
body and blood of our Lord Jesus. Grant that the bread of life and blood
of Christ that has been shared and received in this blessed Meal may be
for us that life-giving food that sustains us on our earthly journey as we
seek to bring you honor and praise all our days; through the same Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #857 “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”
Lord, help us walk Your servant way Wherever love may lead
And, bending low, forgetting self, Each serve the other’s need.
You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, But pow’r You laid aside.
You lived Your years in servant-hood; In lowliness You died.
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No golden scepter but a towel You place within the hands
Of those who seek to follow You and live by Your commands.
You bid us bend our human pride Nor count ourselves above
The lowest place, the meanest task That waits the gift of love.
Lord, help us walk Your servant way Wherever love may lead
And bending low, forgetting self, Each serve the other’s need.
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