
TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
What Are You Seeking? 
October 9 & 10, 2021 

5:00pm & 8:00am 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
AS WE GATHER 
One of the best ways to commit passages of Scripture to memory is by learning to sing 
them. “Seek Ye First” (LSB 712) supplies a trio of passages taken from Matthew. The first 
of the three is a section of what is known as the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus 
counsels His hearers, “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). The kingdom of God truly is found by those 
whom the Lord has sought and claimed as His own. By God’s grace in Jesus, those 
“found people” include us. With hymnwriter Henry Baker, who beautifully paraphrased 
Psalm 23, we can sing, “Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me” 
(LSB 709:3). Happiness is being found! 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper today, 
please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  For members, it 
is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the table.  For guests, it 
explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual 
preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.    

WELCOME 

MINISTRY MOMENT – Generations United in Mission 

LWML PLEDGE Spoken By All 
In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of 
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend 
His kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task 
of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
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 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #850    “God of Grace and God of Glory”  

   God of grace and God of glory, On Your people pour Your pow’r;  
   Crown Your ancient Church’s story; Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.  
   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the facing of this hour,  
   For the facing of this hour. 

   Lo, the hosts of evil round us Scorn the Christ, assail His ways!  
   From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise.  
   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage For the living of these days,  
   For the living of these days. 

   Cure Your children’s warring madness; Bend our pride to Your control:  
   Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul.  
   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal,  
   Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

   Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore;  
   Let the gift of Your salvation Be our glory evermore.  
   Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Serving You whom we adore,  
   Serving You whom we adore. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
People: Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us. 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
People: The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask  
 His gracious forgiveness. 
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People: We now confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of  
 heaven and before one another, that we are sinful human beings by  
 nature and by deed. We have not always put God first. We have used  
 His holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have been careless  
 in our devotion and have not always honored those in authority over  
 us. We have done violence to others in word and deed and have not  
 always kept our thoughts, words, and deeds pure and honorable. We  
 have taken what is not ours and have spoken that which is not helpful  
 or true. We have wished for that which is not rightfully ours and have  
 not put the best construction on all things and on all people. We pray  
 God to have mercy on us, to forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to  
 everlasting life. Amen. 
Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and  
 remission of all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and  
 by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and  
 of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                   “In Christ Alone” 

Verse 1 In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 

Verse 2    In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross, as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live   
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Verse 3 There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

Verse 4 No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

Ending: No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows  
 us, help us to forsake all trust in earthly gain and to find in you our  
 heavenly treasure; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
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 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Amos 5:6–7, 10–15  (Seek the Lord and live.) 
6 Seek the LORD and live, lest he break out like fire in the house of Joseph, and it devour, 
with none to quench it for Bethel, 7 O you who turn justice to wormwood and cast down 
righteousness to the earth! 10 They hate him who reproves in the gate, and they abhor 
him who speaks the truth. 11 Therefore because you trample on the poor and you exact 
taxes of grain from him, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in 
them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink their wine. 12 For I 
know how many are your transgressions and how great are your sins— you who afflict 
the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside the needy in the gate. 13 Therefore he 
who is prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it is an evil time. 14 Seek good, and not 
evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, as you have 
said. 15 Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the 
LORD, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Hebrews 3:12–19  (A warning against the danger of evils in life) 
12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 
called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we 
have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the 
end. 15 As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the 
rebellion.” 16 For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who 
left Egypt led by Moses? 17 And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not 
with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did he 
swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? 19 So we 
see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

5:00 ANTHEM                        “Jesus Is My Treasure”                            1st & 2nd Grades 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 10:17–22 (Jesus has a conversation with a rich young man.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord.   
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17 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”18 And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, 
and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by the saying, 
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

                                                    “The B-I-B-L-E” 
The B-I-B-L-E, Yes, that’s the book for me;   
I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E 

The B-I-B-L-E, Its lessons help me see  
the love of Jesus, God’s own Son; the B-I-B-L-E 

SERMON HYMN #712                “Seek Ye First”  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness. 
And all these things shall be added unto you! Allelu, alleluia! 

Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, alleluia! 

Man does not live by bread alone, But by ev’ry word 
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu, alleluia! 

SERMON                          "Where Your Treasure is . . ."                         Mark 10:17-22 

 

 

 

 

6  



(Rise) 
NICENE CREED  
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth  
 and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the  
 only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,  
 God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,  
 being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were  
 made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made  
 man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered  
 and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the  
 Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the  
 Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and  
 the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds  
 from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  
 together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I  
 believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one  
 Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the  
 Dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located at the 
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are 
finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and return it to the center 
aisle. You may check the folder to see the names of those to greet after the service. 

(Rise) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. 
 O Lord, God of hosts, teach us to treasure people more than  
 possessions, the ministry of Christ more than money, that we may seek  
 the true treasures of heaven and follow Jesus faithfully. Lord, in your  
 mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.    
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Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, reveal our sin to us through your Word. Deliver us  
 from self-righteousness, that we would come before you humbly in  
 repentance, confident we will inherit eternal life by your grace in Christ  
 alone. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, give us ears to accept the words of those whom  
 you send to reprove us with your law and give us hearts to hear those  
 who speak your truth to us, that we might repent and live. Lord, in your  
 mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, you are enthroned in glory over your Church and  
 send servants to preach and teach your Word of truth.  Bless our  
 congregation as we seek to call an associate pastor to serve among us.   
 Already prepare the heart of your servant to prayerfully ponder the call  
 and then to hear and answer the call in accordance with Your will.  Lord,  
 in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, bless pastors, missionaries and all full time  
 servants in Christ’s church as they share the Word of Life with others.   
 Bless especially our Together in Mission partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and  
 family.  Bless your people to work hand in hand with their pastors for  
 the furtherance of Christ’s kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, let your favor be upon President Biden, Governor  
 Evers, Mayor Divine and all who govern us in your stead. Establish the  
 good works of their hands upon us, that we might live in peace. Lord, in  
 your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, have pity on all your servants afflicted in body or  
 soul, especially Versa, Austin, Carol, Pat, Richard, Cindy, Helga, Steve,  
 Ray, Judy, Don, Nancy, Dorothy, Steve, Marilyn, Cindy, Louis, Dawn,  
 Carol, Debbie, Mary, Diane, June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah, Gladys, Shirley  
 and Sarah. Satisfy them with your steadfast love in Christ, and grant  
 health and healing in accord with your perfect will. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, satisfy our longing hearts with your steadfast love  
 here in the feast of Christ’s body and blood, that we may rejoice and be  
 glad in you all our days and even into eternity. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Lord, God of hosts, grant us sincere and faithful hearts that seek your  
 kingdom and your will first in our lives.  When we stray, bring us back.   
 Empower us to walk faithfully with Christ all our days.  Lord, in your  
 mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
 your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI           “O Lamb of God, We Pray”  

O Lamb of God, we pray: 
Take all our sins away— 
Our faith increase. 
Have mercy on us all, 
Strengthen us when we fall, 
Answer our fervent call 
And grant us peace. 

         Text: Dorothy Schultz. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION  

    “This is Amazing Grace” 

Verse 1 Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 

Verse 2 Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 

Chorus This is amazing grace 
This is unfailing love 
That You would take my place 
That You would bear my cross 
You laid down Your life 
That I would be set free 
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 

Verse 3 Who brings our chaos back into order 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 
The King of Glory the King of Glory 

Verse 4 Who rules the nations with truth and justice 
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of Glory the King above all kings   (Chorus) 

Bridge Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
(Chorus) 

CCLI Song # 6333821Jeremy Riddle | Josh Farro | Phil Wickham © 2012 Phil Wickham Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management 
[c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Seems Like Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Sing My Songs (Admin. 
by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) WC Music Corp. (Admin. by Word Entertainment, LLC) Bethel Music 
Publishing  For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1443048   
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HYMN #709       “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever! 

  
HYMN #721                           “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

Refrain:   Lead me, guide me, along the way; For if You lead me, I cannot stray.  
     Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  

I am weak and I need Thy strength and pow’r  To help me over my weakest hour. 
Help me through the darkness Thy face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, Be my aid when Satan and sin 
oppress. I am putting all my trust in Thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain 

I am lost if You take Your hand from me, I am blind without Thy light to see. Lord, 
always let me Thy servant be. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
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(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
People: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, we thank you for having sought us, called us,  
 and fed us with the body and blood of our Lord Jesus. Grant that the  
 bread of life and blood of Christ that have been shared and received in  
 this blessed Meal be for us that life-giving food that sustains us on our  
 earthly journeys as we serve you in humility all our days; through the  
 same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
 the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #782   “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings” 

Gracious God, You send great blessings New each morning all our days.  
For Your mercies never ending For Your love we offer praise.  

Refrain:  Lord, we pray that we, Your people Who gifts unnumbered claim,   
     Through sharing of Your blessings May bring glory to Your name. 

By Your Word You formed creation Filled with creatures large and small;  
As we tend that endless treasure May our care encircle all. Refrain 

In His earthly life, our Savior Knew the care of faithful friends;  
May our deeds of dedication Offer love that never ends.  Refrain  

Heav’nly Father, may our caring Bear the imprint of Your grace;  
With the Son and Holy Spirit, Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain  

 
 
Preacher & Liturgist                            Pastor Harold Bender 
Lector Saturday                           Jodi Drew 
Director of Parish Music                 Michelle Prince 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 


