
REFORMATION DAY 
Freedom Lived, Known, Found 

October 30 & 31, 2021 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Reformation Sunday is not just a special day to celebrate our history by 
remembering the story of Martin Luther; it is a perfect opportunity to rejoice in 
the freedom we have been given from sin and death through Jesus Christ alone. 
By gathering to receive His Word and to share in His Supper, we come to know 
yet again the eternal Gospel that is being proclaimed to all who dwell on earth. 
This good news not only sets us free from our captivity to sin and death, but it 
also enables us to live a life of freedom in Christ and boldly share with others how 
they, too, may be set free. The same Savior who speaks His Word to us says to all 
who will listen: “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper 
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  For 
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the 
table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, 
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.    

5:00 BELL CHOIR                          “Festival Carillon” 

WELCOME 

LWML PLEDGE Spoken By All 
In fervent gratitude for the Savior’s dying love and His blood-bought gift of 
redemption we dedicate ourselves to Him with all that we are and have; and in 
obedience to His call for workers in the harvest fields, we pledge Him our willing 
service wherever and whenever He has need of us. We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
praises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and our gold to extend 
His kingdom, our will to do His will, and every power of our life to the great task 
of bringing the lost and the erring into eternal fellowship with Him. Amen. 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
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 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #656    “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

A mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from every need That hath us now o’er taken. 
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe; Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; On earth is not his equal. 

With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is, Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there’s none other God; He holds the field forever. 

Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not over pow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none. 
He’s judged; the deed is done; One little word can fell him. 

The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and Spirit.  
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife,  
Though these all be gone, Our vict’ry has been won’  
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, 
People: you are truly My disciples, 
Pastor: and you will know the truth, 
People: and the truth will set you free.” 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: With humble hearts, let us approach our Father’s throne of grace. 
Silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior 

Pastor: Together, we pray: 
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People: Gracious Father, because our entire lives are to be ones of repentance,  
 we bow before you and confess our sins. We have turned away from  
 the truth of your Word, choosing to go our own way. By what we have  
 thought, by what we have done, and by what we have failed to do, we  
 have broken your commands and are deserving of your wrath and  
 punishment. By the mercy of Christ, your Son, set us free from our  
 captivity. Enable us by your Holy Spirit to live under you in your  
 kingdom and to serve you in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and  
 blessedness. Amen. 
Pastor: Just as Christ is risen from the dead, He lives and reigns to all eternity! It  
 is most certainly true that He died and rose again for you to make you  
 right with God, to adopt you as children of the heavenly Father, and to  
 set you free from sin and death. As a called and ordained servant of the  
 Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and  
 of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: “So if the Son sets you free, 
People: you will be free indeed!” 

HYMN OF PRAISE                Page 155 

Refrain:       This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit on  
 your faithful people. 
People: Keep us steadfast in your grace and truth, 
Pastor: protect and deliver us in times of temptation, 
People: defend us against all enemies, 
Pastor: and, through the abiding Word of your Son, 
People: set us free from our sin that we may know your saving peace; 
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

5:00 BELL CHOIR                                  “Intrada” 
10:30 EVENING CHOIR              “Christ is Our Rock” 

 WORD  

FIRST READING Revelation 14:6–7 (The Gospel is eternal and must be proclaimed 
everywhere.) 6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel 
to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and 
people. 7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour 
of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
the springs of water.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Romans 3:19–28 (The righteousness of God comes through faith in Jesus 
Christ.) 19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his 
sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of 
God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. 
This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he  
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might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then what becomes 
of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

10:30 EVENING CHOIR                 “O Church Arise”    

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 8:31–36  (Jesus’ truth will set you free.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. 
How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in 
the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed.  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

                                                  “Jesus in the Morning” 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus in the morning, Jesus at the noontime, 
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus when the sun goes down. 

Love Him, Love Him, Love Him in the morning, Love Him at the noontime, 
Love Him, Love Him, Love Him when the sun goes down. 

Serve Him, Serve Him, Serve Him in the morning, Serve Him at the noontime, 
Serve Him, Serve Him, Serve Him when the sun goes down. 
 
 
5 

 
SERMON HYMN #904     “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” 

Blessed Jesus, at Your Word We are gathered all to hear You. 
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear You,  
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love You solely. 

All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded  
Till Your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.  
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us. 

Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light of Light, from God proceeding,  
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.  
Hear the cry Your Church now raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 

(Rise) Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, Praise to You and adoration!  
Grant that we may trust Your Word, Confident of our salvation,  
While we here below must wander, Till we sing Your praises yonder.  

Christian Stewardship is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and 
God's family, the church, in managing all of life and life's resources  

for God's purposes. 

SERMON        “The Freedom and Refuge of Abiding in the Word”      John 8:31-36 

(Rise) 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he 
rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
(Be seated) 
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OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and 
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see the names of those 
to greet after the service. 

(Rise) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Let us pray for God’s people and all people in need in the name of  
 Jesus, who sets us free. 
  Gracious heavenly Father, we thank you for the comfort of the Gospel  
 restored to your Church on earth through the work of Martin Luther  
 and other faithful pastors and leaders during the Reformation. We  
 praise you that by your rich grace we have come to the sure knowledge  
 that we stand justified before you, not by what we have done, but  
 rather by faith in what your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, has done on our  
 behalf.  
People:  We implore you, defend your Church from all enemies of your saving  
 Word. Cause your eternal Gospel to be proclaimed in our time to  
 every nation, tribe, language and people on earth, and graciously  
 preserve your truth for generations to come. 
Pastor:  Lord of life, you desire that your Word of truth dwell richly in our  
 homes that it may bear fruit in our lives.  Strengthen us in devotion to  
 you and the truth of your Word.  Help us to be disciplined in time spent  
 with you within our homes. 
People:  Bless each of us to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the sacred  
 Scriptures, that we may be built up in the faith and walk according to  
 your ways day by day. 
Pastor:  Lord, make us truly your disciples. Keep us in your Word, free us from  
 all errors, and make our homes and families places of love, peace, and  
 harmony.  
People:  Preserve all parents and encourage them for their godly task, that  
 children would be brought up in the fear and instruction of the Lord. 
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Pastor:  Lord of the church, bless us all with faithful pastors and bless the  
 mission work around the world, especially our Together in Mission  
 partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family.  Bless Pastor Weston Wildauer  
 as he prayerfully considers his calls, and move him by your Spirit to  
 make a decision in accord with your will.   
People:  Bless our students in both church and school as they grow in wisdom  
 and knowledge, especially in knowing Jesus.  Teach us also to hear and  
 learn your Word anew as disciples with them. 
Pastor:  Lord of the nations, have mercy on our nation. Give us good and faithful  
 rulers who will govern after your good pleasure. Give us comfort and a  
 right understanding of your rule in this world. 
People:  Help us to remember that Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords, so  
 we understand that earthly powers will not last forever, but have  
 confidence in you alone. May your kingdom come and your will be  
 done!  
Pastor:  Hear our prayers for the sick, the joyful and those in any need  
 especially Dorothy, Austin, Pat, Richard, Cindy, Helga, Steve, Ray, Judy,  
 Don, Nancy, Steve, Cindy, Louis, Dawn, Carol, Debbie, Mary, Diane,  
 June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah, Gladys, Shirley and Sarah. Answer their  
 prayer and preserve them by your promises.  
People:  Grant them healing and bring them safely through this world to  
 everlasting life. 
Pastor:  You have given us the certainty of sins forgiven in your Son, sent forth  
 to be the propitiation for our sins by His sacrifice on the cross. 
People:  Grant us to receive by faith this precious gift, and lead us to eat and  
 drink your holy body and precious blood in repentance and faith, now  
 and always. 
Pastor:  Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank you that you have brought us by  
 your Word out of the darkness of sin and into the light of your grace.  
 Mercifully help us to walk in that light. Guard us from false doctrine,  
 and grant that we do not become ungrateful and despise your Word,  
 but receive it with all our heart, conduct our lives according to it and  
 put our trust in your grace; through the merits of Jesus Christ, your Son,  
 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,  
 now and forever.  
People:  Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                            Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION  
                                       “This Is Amazing Grace” 

Verse 1 Who breaks the power of sin and darkness 
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 

Verse 2 Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder 
The King of Glory the King above all kings 

Chorus This is amazing grace 
This is unfailing love 
That You would take my place 
That You would bear my cross 
You laid down Your life 
That I would be set free 
Oh Jesus I sing for all that You've done for me 
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Verse 3 Who brings our chaos back into order 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter 
The King of Glory the King of Glory 

Verse 4 Who rules the nations with truth and justice 
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance 
The King of Glory the King above all kings   (Chorus) 

Bridge Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
Worthy is the King who conquered the grave 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
(Chorus) 

CCLI Song # 6333821Jeremy Riddle | Josh Farro | Phil Wickham © 2012 Phil Wickham Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management 
[c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Seems Like Music (Admin. by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) Sing My Songs (Admin. 
by BMG Rights Management [c/o Music Services, Inc.]) WC Music Corp. (Admin. by Word Entertainment, LLC) Bethel Music 
Publishing  For use solely with the SongSelect®. Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1443048 

 
HYMN #655              “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; Curb those who by deceit or sword  
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son And bring to naught all He has done. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we May sing Your praise eternally. 

O Comforter of priceless worth, Send peace and unity on earth;  
Support us in our final strife And lead us out of death to life.  

HYMN #506                      “Glory Be to God the Father” 

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 
Glory be to God the Spirit: Great Jehovah, Three in One! 
Glory, glory While eternal ages run! 

Glory be to Him who love us, Washed us from each spot and stain; 
Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with him to reign! 
Glory, glory To the Lamb that once was slain!   
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Glory to the King of angels, Glory to the Church’s King, 
Glory to the King of nations; Heav’n and earth, your praises bring! 
Glory, glory To the King of glory sing! 

Glory, blessing, praise eternal! Thus the choir of angels sings; 
Honor, riches, pow’r, dominion! Thus its praise creation brings. 
Glory, glory, Glory to the King of kings! 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have  
 refreshed us through this saving gift of your Son’s body and blood.  
 Knowing the freedom of sins forgiven, send us out from this place as we  
 walk by faith alone and share your Word with the world Christ died to  
 save; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and  
 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor: Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, 
People: you are truly My disciples, 
Pastor: and you will know the truth, 
People: and the truth will set you free. 
Pastor: So if the Son sets you free, 
People: you will be free indeed.” 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #578     “Thy Strong Word”  

Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 
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Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed Thine own life breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with Thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives, our hopes confess. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end! 

Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 

God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity! 

 

  
 
Preacher & Liturgist                 Pastor Harold Bender 
Lectors            Marc Stefanic, Debra Nier 
Director of Parish Music                 Michelle Prince 
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