
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
What Encouraging Words! 

November 7 & 8, 2020 
5:00pm & 8:00am 

 
AS WE GATHER 
We hear today the extremely encouraging words from the apostle Paul concerning our 
everlasting life. Paul tells us, “We will always be with the Lord.” What comforting 
words! What encouraging words! You have the assurance that when Jesus returns, you 
will spend everlasting life in His gracious presence. 

WELCOME 
”The counsel of the Lord stands forever, 
the plans of His heart to all generations.” 

Psalm 33:11 

 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #594   “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”  

God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!  
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price.  
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any  
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity! 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ!  
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.  
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me  
In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ!  
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed.  
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, All your might has come unraveled,  
and, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! 

Death, you cannot end my gladness; I am baptized into Christ!  
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit paradise!  
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:  
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine.  
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There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!  
Open eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure.  
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Make haste, O God, to deliver us! 
People: O Lord, make haste to help us! 
Pastor: May all who seek the Lord rejoice and be glad in Him! 
People: May we say evermore, “God is great!” 
Pastor: For Christ is coming soon. 
People: Soon, He will descend from the heavens. 
Pastor: Soon, He will raise the dead. 
People: And we will always be with the Lord. 
Pastor: He is our help and our deliverer. 
People: O Lord, do not delay! 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Indeed, Christ is coming soon to raise the dead and bring us into  
 everlasting life with Him. Yet there are times when we have lived as if  
 Christ’s return was not important and not imminent. Our heavenly  
 Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 
Silence for reflection. 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have ignored you and our neighbors in need. We  
 have sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have failed by  
 our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we  
 might be encouraged by your presence and forgiven of our sin. 
Pastor: God hears your confession and has promised to always be with you.  
 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and  
 rise for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and  
 ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you  
 all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy  
 Spirit.   
People: Amen. We are forgiven. We look for the return of Jesus. 



HYMN OF PRAISE                Page 204 
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;  
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!  
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –  
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King. 

To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;  
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.  
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,  
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high. 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.  
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;  
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.  
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth your Son to lead  
 home His Bride, the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed  
 we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same  
 Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Amos 5:18–24 (The day of the Lord is coming.) 
8 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!  Why would you have the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, and not light, 19as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went 
into the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. 20 Is not the 
day of the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 “I hate, I 
despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even though you 
offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,  I will not accept them; and the peace 
offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 23 Take away from me the 
noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will not listen. 24 But let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.   
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18  (We will always be with the Lord.) 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that 
you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have 
fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with 
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S PRAYER 

CHILDREN’S SONG                     “Lord, Be Glorified”                                      AGPS  165 

In my life Lord, be glorified, be glorified.  In my life Lord, be glorified today. 

In my song Lord, be glorified, be glorified.  In my song Lord, be glorified today. 

In Your church Lord, be glorified, be glorified.   
In Your church Lord, be glorified today. 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 25:1–13  (The parable of the ten virgins.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But 
at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all 
those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for  
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yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who 
were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward 
the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, I 
say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

SERMON HYMN #676  “Behold a Host, Arrayed in White” 

Behold a host, arrayed in white, Like thousand snowclad mountains bright!  
With palms they stand; Who is this band Before the throne of light?  
These are the saints of glorious fame, Who from the great affliction came  
And in the flood Of Jesus’ blood Are cleansed from guilt and shame.  
They now serve God both day and night; They sing their songs in endless light.  
Their anthems ring As they all sing With angels shining bright. 

Despised and scorned, they sojourned here; But now, how glorious they appear!  
Those martyrs stand, A priestly band, God’s throne forever near.  
On earth they wept through bitter years; Now God has wiped away their tears, 
Transformed their strife To heav’nly life, And freed them from their fears.  
They now enjoy the Sabbath rest, The heav’nly banquet of the blest;  
The Lamb, their Lord, At festive board Himself is host and guest. 

O blessed saints in bright array Now safely home in endless day,  
Extol the Lord, Who with His Word Sustained you on the way.  
The steep and narrow path you trod; You toiled and sowed the Word abroad; 
Rejoice and bring Your fruits and sing Before the throne of God.  
The myriad angels raise their song; O saints, sing with that happy throng! 
Lift up one voice; Let heav’n rejoice In our Redeemer’s song! 

SERMON         
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(Rise) 
NICENE CREED  
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and  
 Earth and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus  
 Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before  
 all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,  
 begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by  
 whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation  
 came down from heaven  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the  
 virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under  
 Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He  
 rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven  
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with  
 glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will  
 have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of  
 life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
 Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke  
 by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  
 Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I  
 look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to  
 come. Amen. 

OFFERINGS  Offering plates will be placed in the narthex and elevator room for 
gathering at the end of the service.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Lord, you are our help and deliverer and to you we bring the prayers  
 and petitions of your people, that you may grant to us all things good  
 and needful and guard us against all things evil and harmful. 
Brief silence 

After each petition: 
Pastor:  . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
People:  Lord, have mercy. 

At the conclusion of the prayers: 
Pastor:  . . . Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Amen.  



 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
AGNUS DEI                 Page 210 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

(Be seated) 
 
DISTRIBUTION Wait for the usher to direct you to come forward. Those guests 
who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS congregation may 
do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see the pastor 
or an elder first.  

HYMN #819 “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” 

Sing Praise to God, the highest good, The author of creation,  
The God of love who understood Our need for His salvation.  
With healing balm our souls He fills And ev’ry faithless murmur stills:  
To God all praise and glory! 

What God’s almighty pow’r made, In mercy He is keeping.  
By morning glow or evening shade His eye is never sleeping.  
Within the kingdom of His might All things are just and good and right:  
To God all praise and glory! 
 
7 continued 

We sought the Lord in our distress; O God, in mercy hear us.  
Our Savior saw our helplessness And came with peace to cheer us.  
For this we thank and praise the Lord, Who is by one and all adored:  
To God all praise and glory! 

He never shall forsake His flock, His chosen generation;  
He is their refuge and their rock, Their peace and their salvation.  
As with a mother’s tender hand, He leads His own, His chosen band:  
To God all praise and glory! 

All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory. 
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim Aloud the wondrous story.  
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, For God is God, and He alone:  
To God all praise and glory! 

 
HYMN #621   “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, For with blessing in His hand 
Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand. 

King of kings yet born of Mary, As of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, In the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven Spreads its vanguard on the way 
As the Light of Light, descending From the realms of endless day, 
Comes the pow’rs of hell to vanquish As the darkness clears a way. 

At His feet the six-winged seraph, Cherubim with sleepless eye, 
Veil their faces to the presence As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

 
HYMN #636   “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” 

Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,  
Come into the daylight’s splendor, There with joy your praises render.  
Bless the One whose grace unbounded This amazing banquet founded;  
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy, Deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
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Hasten as a bride to meet Him, And with loving rev’rence greet Him.  
For with words of life immortal He is knocking at your portal.  
Open wide the gates before Him, Saying, as you there adore Him:  
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You, That I nevermore will leave You. 

He who craves a precious treasure Neither cost nor pain will measure;  
But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given.  
Though the wealth of earth were proffered,  
None could buy the gifts here offered:  
Christ’s true body, for you riven, And His blood, for you once given. 

Now in faith I humbly ponder Over this surpassing wonder  
That the bread of life is boundless Though the souls it feeds are countless:  
With the choicest wine of heaven Christ’s own blood to us is given.  
Oh, most glorious consolation, pledge and seal of my salvation! 

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, Truest friend, and dearest treasure,  
Peace beyond all understanding, Joy into all life expanding:  
Humbly now, I bow before You; Love incarnate, I adore You  
Worthily let me receive You And, so forward, never leave You. 

Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,  
Jesus, joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring:  
At Your feet I cry, my maker, Let me be a fit partaker  
Of this blessed food from heaven, For our good, Your glory, given. 

Lord, by love and mercy driven, You once left Your throne in heaven  
On the cross for me to languish And to die in bitter anguish,  
To forego all joy and gladness And to shed Your blood in sadness.  
By this blood redeemed and living, Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, Let me gladly here obey You.  
By Your love I am invited, Be Your love with love requited;  
By this Supper let me measure, Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
Through the gift of grace You give me As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
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(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have  
 graced us with your presence in this Sacrament, and we pray that you  
 would continually make your presence known as we await the return of  
 your Son; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives  
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace.  
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”   

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;  
The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.  
The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.  
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry. 

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;  
Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear.  
The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.  
Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand. 

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,  
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;  
In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold. 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;  
Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.  
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see  
The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free! 
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