
FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Prepare the Way of the Lord

November 29 & 30, 2025
__________________________________________________________________

AS WE GATHER
Today is not only the First Sunday in Advent but also the commemora�on of St.
Andrew, whose day governs the start of Advent.In this way, Andrew con�nues to
point  to  Christ  as  we begin a  new Church  Year.How odd it  is,  then,  that  the
Gospel for the First Sunday in Advent is the same as the Gospel for Palm Sunday!
This reminds us that Jesus came for the cross and empty tomb, and this is the
only Gospel that can save us from sin and death. The cry of Advent is “prepare
the  way of  the  Lord.”  We will  echo the words  of  John the  Bap�st,  heralding
Christ’s coming.We will  join in the chant of the crowd:“Hosanna to the Son of
David!” (Ma�hew 21:9).We will hear Him speak to us through the voice of His
Word.We will  feast upon His flesh for the life of the world and His blood that
cleanses  us  from  all  sin.In  all  our  prepara�ons,  we  acclaim  Him  as  Lord  and
receive Him and all His benefits.

Recep�on of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper 
today, please read through the words of exhorta�on in the fellowship folder.  For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual ma�ers for gathering at the 
table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, 
and proper spiritual prepara�on to receive the Supper for your benefit. 

WELCOME
But when the fullness of �me had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adop�on as sons.  Gala�ans 4:4-5

HANDSHAKES & HUGS
                                                       X PREPARATION X

OPENING HYMN #331        “The Advent of Our King”

The advent of our King Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing In strains of holy joy.
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The everlas�ng Son Incarnate deigns to be,
Himself a servant’s form puts on To set His servants free.

O Zion’s daughter, rise To meet your lowly King,
Nor let your faithless heart despise The peace He comes to bring.

As judge, on clouds of light, He soon will come again
And His true members all unite With Him in heav’n to reign.

Before the dawning day Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away, The new self now put on.

(Rise) All glory to the Son, Who comes to set us free,
             With Father, Spirit, ever one Through all eternity.
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: The night is far gone; the day is at hand.
People: So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light.

Silence for self-examina�on.

Pastor: Holy and gracious God,
People: I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some of my sin I 

know—the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—
but some is known only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask 
forgiveness. Deliver and restore me that I may rest in peace.

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As an ordained servant of Christ, and by 
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
Pastor: He who began a good work in you will bring it to comple�on at the day 

of Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.
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The Advent wreath is lit with the other candles as the hymn is sung.

HYMN #341                 “Li� Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” ‘

Li� up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here.
Life and salva�on He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.
To God the Father raise your joyful songs of praise.

A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress.
The end of all our woe He brings;  Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise.

Redeemer, come and open wide My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine; Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on Un�l our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame We offer to Thy name.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. S�r up your power, O Lord, and come, that by your 

protec�on we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins 
and saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
(Be seated)
                                                             X WORD X

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 2:1–5  (“Come, let us walk in the light of the
LORD.”)  The  word  that  Isaiah  the  son  of  Amoz  saw  concerning  Judah  and
Jerusalem.  2 It  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  la�er  days that the  mountain  of  the
house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall
be li�ed up above the hills; and all the na�ons shall flow to it, and many peoples
shall  come, and say: “Come, let  us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
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Jerusalem.  4 He shall  judge between the na�ons, and shall  decide disputes  for
many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears
into pruning hooks;  na�on shall  not li� up sword against  na�on, neither shall
they  learn  war  anymore.  5 O house  of  Jacob, come,  let  us  walk in the  light  of
the LORD.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 13:8–14  (“Put on the armor of light.”)
8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,
You shall  not murder, You shall  not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall  love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of
the law.  11 Besides this you know the �me, that the hour has come for you to
wake from sleep. For salva�on is nearer to us now than when we first believed.
12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of
darkness  and put  on  the  armor  of  light. 13 Let  us  walk  properly  as  in  the
day�me, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality,
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gra�fy its desires.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

9:00 BELLS                               “Let All Mortal Flesh” arr. Larry Sue

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Ma�hew 21:1–11 (Rejoice, Jerusalem, for your Lord comes to 
you.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Ma�hew, the twenty-first chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey �ed, and a colt with her. 
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Un�e them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say,
‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill
what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold,
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal
of  a  beast  of  burden.’”  6 The  disciples  went  and  did  as  Jesus  had  directed
them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and
he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that
went before him and that followed him were shou�ng, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed  is  he  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord!  Hosanna in  the
highest!” 10 And when  he  entered  Jerusalem,  the  whole  city  was  s�rred  up,
saying,  “Who is  this?” 11 And the  crowds said,  “This  is the  prophet  Jesus, from
Nazareth of Galilee.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

                                             “God Loves Me Dearly”    AGPS #109

God loves me dearly, Grants me salva�on, 
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.

Refrain:  Therefore I’ll say again: 
God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me. 

I was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness; 
God’s love was working To make me free.  Refrain

He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus And sent me free. Refrain

SERMON HYMN #343   “Prepare the Royal Highway”

Prepare the royal highway; The King of kings is near!
Let every hill and valley A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory Foretold in sacred story:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!
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God’s people, see Him coming: Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before Him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you!
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!

Then fling the gates wide open To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet every na�on Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him! All na�ons, now adore Him!
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!

His is no earthly kingdom; It comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom And jus�ce, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding For kindness so abounding:
Hosanna to the Lord, For He fulfills God’s Word!

SERMON                    “Back to the Basics -  Jesus is Coming!”        Ma�hew 21:1-11

(Rise)
HYMN #338                    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

Come, Thou long expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consola�on, Hope of all the earth Thou art, 
Dear desire of ev’ry na�on, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

NICENE CREED
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only-bego�en Son of God, bego�en of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, bego�en, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salva�on came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pon�us Pilate. 
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He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 
of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Chris�an and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Bap�sm for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrec�on 
of the dead and the life X of the world to come. Amen.

(Be seated)

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
A�er you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and 
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to 
greet a�er the service. 

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray on behalf of the world, those with special need, and for all 

the faithful.
Silence for prayer and medita�on.

Pastor: That we may depart from the ways of the wicked and manifest in word 
and deed our faith in His Word and our delight in His will, let us pray to 
the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: That we may resist the tempta�on to despair in �me of trouble and 

manifest a joyful heart and hope in all circumstances of this mortal life, 
let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: That we may enjoy the gi� of good government, wise and faithful 

leaders, and peace among the na�ons, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.
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Pastor: O Lord, bless this congrega�on and your whole Church with faithful 
pastors and church workers who speak boldly and fearlessly the Gospel 
of Christ crucified and risen. Con�nue to bless Pastor Weston Wildauer 
as he prayerfully ponders the call extended to him. Be with and bless 
the members of Good Shepherd in Cape Girardeau as he deliberates 
also his call to serve them. Grant that we who know the love and grace 
of Christ may trust your will in this call process.

People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: That those who suffer in any want or need—the sick, grieving, and 

those troubled in mind or soul—may be granted healing and comfort, 
especially Nancy, Carole, Kathy, Dan, Lynn, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, 
Dorothy, Janet, Carole, Jerry, Paula, Katherine, Jack, Rhonda, Harland, 
June, Sharon, John, Debbie, Janice, David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, 
Charlene, Noah, Guy, Jill, Cathy, Sarah, and that all may be preserved in 
faith and holiness to the day of Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: That we may be united in doctrine and life and that in the unity of this 

Table all who here receive the Sacrament may be granted discernment 
of Christ’s body and blood and faith to receive this communion to their 
benefit, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we 

pray, trus�ng in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

X SACRAMENT X
PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Li� up your hearts.
People: We li� them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all �mes and in all 

places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlas�ng God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Bap�st prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that 
they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes again 
in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising 

SANCTUS                                           LSB p. 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into tempta�on, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI                                           LSB p. 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Be seated)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN # 349                          “Hark the Glad Sound”

Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne And every voice a song.

He comes the pris’ners to release, In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before Him burst, The iron fe�ers yield.

He comes the broken heart to bind, The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of His grace To enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’ns eternal arches ring With Thy beloved name.

HYMN #357                  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom cap�ve Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here Un�l the Son of God appear.

Refrain:    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, Who ord’rest all things migh�ly;
To us the path of knowledge show, And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient �mes didst give the Law In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, And give them vict’ry o’er the grave.
Refrain

O come, Thou Key of David, come, And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, And close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Refrain

O come, Desire of na�ons, bind In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
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HYMN #350            “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”

Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee.

Enter now my wai�ng heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my guest divine!

My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray Thee;
Evermore, as best I can, Savior, I will homage pay Thee,
And in faith I will embrace, Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.

Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplica�on!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salva�on,
That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King.

COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good,
People: for His steadfast love endures forever.
Pastor: Lord Jesus, prepare us for that eternal Sabbath when you will rest in us, 

just as now you work in us. The rest that we shall enjoy will be yours, 
just as the work that we now do is your work done through us. But you, 
O Lord, are eternally at work and eternally at rest. It is not in �me that 
you see or in �me that you move or in �me that you rest, yet you make 
what we see in �me. you make �me itself and the repose which comes 
when �me ceases; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and X give 
you peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #332      “Savior of the Na�ons, Come”

Savior of the na�ons, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home!
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth.

Not by human flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God,
Was the Word of God made flesh--Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh.

Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild.
In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne.

For You are the Father’s Son Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides; In this light faith now abides.

Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity.

Preacher & Liturgist            Pastor Michael Schumacher
Lectors                                                      Marc Stefanic, Don Horn
Organist                     Deaconess Carole King
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