
LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
They Shall Be Mine 
November 22, 2025 

__________________________________________________________________ 

AS WE GATHER 
There is a phrase familiar to both preschoolers and powerbrokers. When they see 
that someone else has something they want, they declare, “That’s mine!” seizing 
either toys or territory for themselves. This phrase is not unfamiliar to our God 
either. But where humans are motivated by selfishness, the Lord acts out of love. 
He claims you as His own because He loves you and He wants you to be with Him 
for eternity. You are His treasured possession! He will never leave you behind like 
a toddler may accidentally abandon her teddy bear, or neglect you like a king 
would treat those who supported his rival. When the Lord says, “You are Mine,” 
you have His pledge of enduring faithfulness, today and unto eternity! 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper 
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  For 
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the 
table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, 
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.  

PRELUDE BELLS            “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” arr Larry Sue 

WELCOME 

MINISTRY MOMENT – Cookie Walk 

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

                                                             Revelation 1:7 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #905  “Come, Thou Almighty King”  

Come, Thou Almighty King, Help us Thy name to sing;  
Help us to praise; Father all-glorious, O’er all victorious,  
Come and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 
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Come, Thou incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword; Our prayer attend.  
Come and Thy people bless, And give Thy Word success,  
And let Thy righteousness On us descend. 

Come, holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear In this glad hour!  
Thou, who almighty art, Now rule in ev’ry heart,  
And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of pow’r. 

(Rise) To Thee, great One in Three, Eternal praises be Hence evermore!  
Thy sov’reign majesty May we in glory see, And to eternity Love and adore. 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Pastor: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, 
People: and all the families of the nations shall worship before You. 
Pastor: Now thus says the LORD, “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
People: I have called you by name, you are Mine.” 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION  
Pastor: The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness 
People: and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we  
 have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Pastor: Almighty God and King, 
People: we confess that we have broken trust with you. We have doubted  
 your goodness, neglected your ways, and sought to satisfy our sinful  
 nature. We do not think, speak, or act like your treasured possession.  
 We bring before you our faults and failures, honestly and humbly  
 recognizing that we deserve to be cast out of your kingdom. Have  
 mercy, O Lord, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Spare us from your wrath,  
 deliver us from death and darkness, and cleanse us from sin, that we  
 serve you in righteousness, innocence, and blessedness now and  
 always. Amen. 
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Pastor: On His cross, Jesus Christ, your Savior, was crowned with shame and  
 given unto death for you. His blood pays the price your sins deserve.  
 Now crowned with glory, the risen and reigning Christ lives to declare  
 sins forgiven. Therefore, as an ordained servant of Christ, I  
 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and  
 of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE              LSB p. 155 

Refrain:      This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Refrain 
 [OR] 
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. O Holy Trinity, you are God from everlasting to everlasting,  
 your kingdom stretches from shore to shore, and by the cross of Christ,  
 you are reconciling all things to yourself. Surround us with your  
 expansive Gospel, that just as you separate us from our sin as far as the  
 east is from the west, You would gather those from every language and  
 locale to confess you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and join you in  
 paradise. In your holy name we pray. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                                WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Malachi 3:13–18 (The Lord makes His claim on His  
treasured possession, declaring “they shall be Mine.”)    
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13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have 
we spoken against you?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the 
profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of 
hosts? 15 And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but 
they put God to the test and they escape.’” 16 Then those who feared the LORD 
spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of 
remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and 
esteemed his name. 17 “They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day 
when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares 
his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between 
the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does 
not serve him. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Colossians 1:13–20 (By His blood, the Christ who holds all things 
together also holds us in His kingdom.) 3 He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15 He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, 
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 
might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,  
20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

BELLS                                           “Jesus Shall Reign”    arr Larry Sue 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:27–43 (Upon the cross, Jesus is enthroned as King and 
speaks of forgiveness and paradise.) 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
27 And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who 
were mourning and lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said,  
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. 29 For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are 
the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’  
30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 
‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?” 32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be 
put to death with him. 33 And when they came to the place that is called The 
Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. 34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
And they cast lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, 
but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he 
is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up 
and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not 
fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we 
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

                                                         “God Is So Good”                                       AGPS#107 

God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, He’s so good to me. 

I’ll give Him thanks. I’ll give Him thanks. I’ll give Him thanks. He’s so good to me.  

He loves me so, He loves me so, He loves me so, He’s so good to me. 
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SERMON HYMN #474           “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” 
Alleluia! Jesus is risen! Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever! Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

Refrain: Jesus is risen and we shall arise: Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

Walking the way, Christ in the center Telling the story to open our eyes; 
Breaking our bread, Giving us glory: Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. 
Refrain 

Jesus the vine, We are the branches; Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
Heaven to earth, Christ to the people, Gift of the future now flowing to me. 
Refrain 

Weeping, be gone; Sorrow, be silent: Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!” Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. 
Refrain 

City of God, Easter forever, Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
River of life, Saints and archangels, Sing with creation to God the I AM!  
Refrain 

SERMON                       "Passionate Suffering and Paradise"                Luke 23:27-43 

(Rise) 
OFFERTORY                                                                                                          LSB p. 192  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

NICENE CREED  
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth  
 and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the  
 only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,  
 God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were  
 made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made  
 man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
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 He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according  
 to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand  
 of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the  
 living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who  
 proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the  
 Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I  
 acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for  
 the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come.  
 Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and 
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to 
greet after the service.  

(Rise)  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. 
Pastor:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, you suffered the passion and pangs of the cross,  
 crowned with a thorny crown, that your cries for our forgiveness would  
 be heard and granted. From the midst of your passionate suffering, you  
 promised paradise to the criminal who confessed his sins and confessed  
 faith in you. Bless us also with forgiveness of our sins and the hope of  
 eternal paradise. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Lord, grant that we may rejoice in Christ, who displayed His kingly  
 reign first from the cross of our salvation. Bless us with patience,  
 repentance, and faith in this life as we wait for his second coming, that  
 we may enter into our eternal rest by the merits of Christ alone. Lord, in  
 your mercy,  
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People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Lord, bless this congregation and your whole Church with faithful  
 pastors and church workers who speak boldly and fearlessly the Gospel  
 of Christ crucified and risen. Continue to bless Pastor Weston Wildauer  
 as he prayerfully ponders the call extended to him.  Grant that we who  
 know the love and grace of Christ may respond with thanksgiving. Lord,  
 in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Lord, by Christ’s atoning death we are spared as sons and declared to  
 be treasured possessions of the Father. Bless all Christian homes, that  
 as the children of your kingdom we would grow in the fear of the Lord  
 and the praise of your name, serve you faithfully, and walk in your ways  
 until all is revealed at the Last Day. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Lord, let the earth fear you and all the world’s inhabitants stand in  
 awe of Christ, for you alone with the Holy Spirit are King of kings and  
 Lord of lords. Maintain good government among us. Even so, come  
 quickly Lord Jesus, for your kingdom is out of this world and our  
 citizenship is with you in heaven. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Lord, grant healing and peace to all those afflicted in body and mind.  
 Relieve the suffering, give peace to the dying and comfort those who  
 grieve, especially those who have requested our prayers: Nancy, Carole,  
 Kathy, Dan, Lynn, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, Dorothy, Janet, Carole, Jerry,  
 Paula, Katherine, Jack, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon, John, Debbie,  
 Janice, David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Noah, Guy, Jill, Cathy  
 and Sarah. Comfort Tony and Nancy Mysliwski at the passing of Tony’s   
 sister, Tammy. In their need, may you be their strength and peace, their  
 comfort and hope. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Lord, bring us in repentance and faith to receive rightly your Son’s  
 body and blood. Keep us the unity of faith and give us a strong witness  
 before the world. By this communion, let our lives bear the good fruits  
 of your Spirit in holy words and works. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
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Pastor:  O Lord, preserve your people from all temptation and amid all trial, lest  
 they give into the power of evil or despair. Grant us always to love  
 others in Christ.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  O Christ, our King, in your blood the saints of all ages wash their robes  
 and find entrance to paradise with you. Bring us also with them out of  
 death and the grave, and into resurrection and eternal life at the Last  
 Day, when we will see you crowned with glory; for you are the Lamb  
 who was slain and now lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy  
 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People: Amen. 

  SACRAMENT   
PREFACE  
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly worthy, proper, and beneficial that we would give thanks to  
 you in every time and place, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting  
 God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, by whom all things were created,  
 and to whom all powers and dominion owe honor and obedience. Yet,  
 it was Christ who humbled Himself, suffered in our place, and by the  
 blood of His cross, made peace between God and humanity. He rose as  
 the firstborn from the dead and was crowned with eternal glory. We  
 eagerly anticipate the consummation of His redeeming work, as He  
 gathers believers of every tribe and tongue, together with angels and  
 archangels, to bless and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising  
 you and singing: 
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SANCTUS               LSB p. 161 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD   

PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI               LSB p. 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #525                     “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 

Crown Him the virgin’s Son, The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, The babe of Bethlehem. 
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Crown Him the Lord of love. Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes At mysteries so bright. 

Crown Him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring And lives that death may die. 

Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, Enthroned in worlds above, 
Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n The wondrous name of Love. 
Crown Him with many crowns As thrones before Him fall; 
Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, For He is king of all. 

       “Rejoice, Angelic Choirs”           OAR 211 

Rejoice, angelic choirs! Creation, join and sing; 
Sound forth the trumpet to proclaim The triumph of our King!  

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice, give thanks, and sing! 

In radiance of His light, The everlasting King 
Earth’s ancient darkness overthrows, Forever banishing! Refrain 

O Church of Christ, rejoice! God’s faithful people, sing; 
Clothed in the brightness of this light, God’s house with praises ring! Refrain 
 
Text: Stephen P. Starke. © 1997 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
HYMN #804                         “O Worship the King”   

O worship the King, all glorious above.  
O gratefully sing His pow’r and His love;  
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,  
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace,  
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;  
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form,  
And dark is His path on the wings of the storm. 
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This earth, with its store of wonders untold,  
Almighty, Thy pow’r hath founded of old,  
Established it fast by a changeless decree,  
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?  
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light, 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,  
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,  
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail.  
Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,  
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend! 

O measureless Might, ineffable Love,  
While angels delight to hymn Thee above,  
Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,  
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for remembering us in your  
 kingdom, setting a place for us at your Table, and bringing us into a life  
 that lasts forever. As those forgiven by your grace and sealed as your  
 treasured possession, bless us with firm faith and a holy purpose, that  
 on this side of paradise we would dedicate ourselves to announcing  
 your righteous rule as witnesses of your glory and servants of your  
 kingdom, where you live and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: To God—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—be all honor and glory in His  
 holy church, forever and ever. 
People: Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ shall come again! 
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Pastor: Lift up your heads and open your eyes, 
People: for He is coming! 
Pastor: Who is coming? 
People: The King of glory! 
Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
People: The Lord of hosts; He is the King of glory! 
Pastor: Blessings on Him who comes as King, 
People: who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Pastor: The almighty and merciful God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
 Spirit—bless and preserve you, and lead you into everlasting life. 
People: Amen, amen, and amen! 

CLOSING HYMN #837   “Lift High the Cross”    

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim  
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,  
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.   Refrain 

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,  
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine.   Refrain 

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified  
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died.  Refrain 

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,  
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee.   Refrain 

Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell 
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell.  Refrain 

So shall our song of triumph ever be:  
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 
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