TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Your Redemption Is Near
November 15 & 16, 2025

AS WE GATHER

One of the great mysteries of the Christian faith can be summed up in the word
“near.” “Near” can indicate something that is almost here but hasn’t yet arrived.
And at the same time, “near” can point to something already with us, like those
“near and dear” to our hearts. The word “near” resounds with feelings of the
here and now and the not quite yet. Today in worship, Your Savior, Jesus, is near!
He is present in the here and now, delivering grace upon grace. And He is on His
way, bringing the fullness of His freedom. Praise the God who comes near in
Jesus Christ, our Lord!

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the
table. For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity,
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME
Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.
Revelation 1:7
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
" PREPARATION =
OPENING HYMN #663 “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray”

Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken!
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken;

For the foe, Well we know,

Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping.
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Watch against the devil’s snares Lest asleep he find you;
For indeed no pains he spares To deceive and blind you.
Satan’s prey Oft are they

Who secure are sleeping And no watch are keeping.

Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you.
Watch and see Lest there be

Faithless friends to charm you, Who but seek to harm you.

Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle;
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle.
Pride and sin Lurk within,

All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter.

But while watching, also pray To the Lord unceasing.

God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing,
So that still Mind and will

Shall unite to serve Him And forever love him.

(Rise)

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: For | know that my Redeemer lives.

People: Let the redeemed of the LORD say so.

Pastor: You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have
redeemed;

People: You have guided them by your strength to your holy abode.

Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made;

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Pastor: The Lord has delivered us from the domain of darkness

People: and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Pastor: Almighty God and Father,
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People: we confess, as your people, our sinful human nature and the
thoughts, words, and actions that are evil in your sight. We need your
rescue. We need your righteousness. We need a Redeemer. Mercifully
draw near to us, O Lord. For the sake of Jesus Christ and His cross,
rescue us from our troubles and cover our sin with true righteousness.
Redeem our lives, that our days and deeds would be directed in your
peace. Amen.

Pastor: Almighty God, in His mercy, has given His Son, Jesus, to die for you, and
for His sake forgives you all Your sins. As a Called and ordained servant
of the Word made flesh and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE LSB p. 155

Refrain:  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Refrain

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Redeeming Lord Jesus Christ, at your name bows every
knee in heaven and on earth. In Word and Sacrament, draw near to this
holy gathering, that in forgiveness and faith, your people might confess
you as Lord, be sanctified for good works, and be prepared to meet you
when you come again, for you live and reign with the Father and the
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen. (Be seated)
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® WORD *

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 4:1-6 (The Lord prepares His people to meet
the sun of righteousness.) “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven,
when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming
shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither
root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall
rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.
3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of
your feet, on the day when | act, says the LORD of hosts. * “Remember the law of
my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that | commanded him at Horeb for all
Israel. *>“Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome
day of the LORD comes. ®And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children
and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest | come and strike the land with a
decree of utter destruction.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 2 Thessalonians 3:1-13 (Paul commends believers to dedicate
themselves to honorable work and doing good.) Finally, brothers, pray for us,
that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as happened among
you, 2and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have
faith. 3But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil
one. *And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will
do the things that we command. > May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of
God and to the steadfastness of Christ.® Now we command you, brothers, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from any brother who is
walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from
us. ”For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not
idle when we were with you, ®nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for
it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we might not be a
burden to any of you. It was not because we do not have that right, but to give
you in ourselves an example to imitate. *° For even when we were with you, we
would give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.

' For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but
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busybodies. ** Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. ** As for you,
brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.

Lector: Thisis the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

5:00 JR BELLS “Crown Him With Many Crowns”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 21:5-36 (Seeking a sign, Jesus offers His hearers assurance
that amid disaster, their redemption is drawing near.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

>And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble
stones and offerings, he said, ®“As for these things that you see, the days will
come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.” 7And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and
what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” #And he said,
“See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am
he!” and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. > And when you hear of wars
and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the
end will not be at once.” **Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. * There will be great earthquakes, and in various
places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from
heaven. ? But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you,
delivering you up tothe synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors for my name's sake. ** This will be your opportunity to
bear witness. **Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how
to answer, ®for| will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict. ** You will be delivered up
even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of you they will
put to death. ¥ You will be hated by all for my name's sake. **But not a hair of
your head will perish. ** By your endurance you will gain your lives.?® “But when
you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has
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come near. > Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let
those who are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country
enter it, ?for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. > Alas for
women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days!
For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people.
**They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations,
and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the
Gentiles are fulfilled. > “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on
the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and
the waves,  people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on
the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.? And then they will
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.  Now when
these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.” 2 And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig
tree, and all the trees. **As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves
and know that the summer is already near. *'So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. **Truly, | say to you, this
generation will not pass away until all has taken place. ®* Heaven and earth will
pass away, but my words will not pass away. **“But watch yourselves lest your
hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life,
and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. * For it will come upon all who
dwell on the face of the whole earth. **But stay awake at all times, praying that
you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place,
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

“God Is So Good” AGPS#107
God is so good, God is so good, God is so good, He’s so good to me.

I’ll give Him thanks. I'll give Him thanks. I'll give Him thanks. He’s so good to me.

He loves me so, He loves me so, He loves me so, He’s so good to me.



SERMON HYMN #508 “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”

The day is surely drawing near When Jesus, God’s anointed,

In all His power shall appear As judge whom God appointed.

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, And flames on flames shall ravage earth
As Scripture long has warned us.

The final trumpet then shall sound And all the earth be shaken,

And all who rest beneath the ground Shall from their sleep awaken.
But all who live will in that hour, By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r,
Be changed at His commanding.

The books are opened then to all, A record truly telling

What each has done, both great and small, When he on earth was dwelling,
And eV'ry heart be clearly seen, And all be known as they have been

In thoughts and words and actions.

Then woe to those who scorned the Lord And sought but carnal pleasures,
Who here despised His precious Word And loved their earthly treasures!
With shame and trembling they will stand And at the judge’s stern command
To Satan be delivered.

My Savior paid the debt | owe And for my sin was smitten;
Within the Book of Life | know My name has now been written.
| will not doubt, for | am free, And Satan cannot threaten me;
There is no condemnation!

May Christ our intercessor be And through His blood and merit

Read from His book that we are free With all who life inherit.

Then we shall see Him face to face, With all His saints in that blest place
Which He has purchased for us.

O Jesus Christ, do not delay, But hasten our salvation;

We often tremble on our way In fear and tribulation

O hear and grant our fervent plea: Come, mighty judge, and set us free
From death and ev'ry evil.

SERMON “Our Only One Future”
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Luke 21:5-28

(Rise)

OFFERTORY LSB p. 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.

Amen.

NICENE CREED
People: | believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, |
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for

the resurrection of the dead and the life ' of the world to come.
Amen.

(Be seated)

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone.
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to
greet after the service.



(Rise)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Let us join our hearts and minds in prayer, coming together before
God’s throne of grace.

Holy God, hear your people as they pray, and grant to us all things
needful and beneficial according to your gracious promise in Christ, our
Lord.

Keep us from being led astray by those who speak lies in your name.
Awaken within us ears to hear your Word and hearts to believe, even
in the face of trial and trouble, that we may be found faithful when
our Lord comes again in His glory.

Uphold all ministers of your Gospel and those who hear it gladly. Cause
that Word to be honored and so deliver them from wicked and evil
men. Bless mission work around the world and especially our Together
in Mission partners, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family.

Give us hearts and mouth and wisdom to confess you boldly and to
endure faithfully to the end.

Lord of the Church, we thank you for providing servants to lead your
people and teach your Truth. Bless Pastor Weston Wildauer as he
prayerfully considers the call we have extended to him to be our next
senior pastor.

Bless all your people to hear the Word our pastors preach and teach
that we may grow in faith, in fellowship with one another, and in
living out our Christian life.

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the gift of family, and we ask you to
bless the homes in which your people dwell. Bless especially David and
Leona Ullerich who were bound together in Holy Marriage this week,
gracing them for all the years to come.

Make all our homes to be places of blessing and peace centered in
your Word, where the faith is preserved and passed on to children
and grandchildren.

Lord, you judge the world with righteousness and your people with
equity. Bless us with good and faithful leaders and government to
defend your people, punish the evildoer and encourage virtue.

People: Raise up those who will serve the cause of peace among the nations.

Pastor: Your Christ is our Rising Sun with healing in His wings. Shine His light
upon the sick, those who suffer loss and persecution for the sake of
your name, those whose hearts are heavy with grief, and all who have
requested our prayers especially Nancy, Carole, Kathy, Dan, Lynn,
Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, Dorothy, Janet, Carole, Jerry, Paula, Katherine,
Jack, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon, John, Debbie, Janice, David, Helga,
Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Noah, Guy, Jill, Cathy and Sarah.

People: Bless them, strengthen them, heal them and give them hope and
peace in Christ.

Pastor: Bring us to receive with thanksgiving and faith the most blessed food of
Christ’s body and blood for the life of the world and the cleansing and
forgiveness of our sin.

People: Bless us with unity of faith and harmony in our relationships. By this
Holy Sacrament, equip us with your good gifts so we may bear the
fruits of the Spirit in our lives.

Pastor: God of faithfulness, bless our 100" Anniversary Capital Campaign that
we may give freely, joyfully, and faithfully to the work of our Lord.

People: Fill us with a spirit of generosity and trust in your provision.

Pastor: O Lord, you are the strength of your people. Grant that we may not give
into temptation or be caught up in evil but endure through your grace.

People: By your Spirit, keep us blameless and strong in the faith until the
dawn of the Last Day when you lead us into the place where there is
no night, no darkness and no death.

Pastor: Blessed Lord, you have promised never to abandon us and to provide all
that we need for this day and for eternal life. In the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, hear the prayers of Your people, and grant them all
good things for your mercy’s sake. To you, the eternal God, the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, be glory now and forevermore.

People: Amen.

W SACRAMENT =

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
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Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the
grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you and saying:

SANCTUS LSB p. 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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HYMN “There Is a Redeemer” issuilder 971; cws 747
There is a Redeemer, Jesus God's own Son;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One

Chorus: Thank You, O my Father, For giving us Your Son,
And leaving Your Spirit Till the work on earth is done.

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names;
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. Chorus

When | stand in glory, | will see His face;

There I'll serve my King forever In that holy place. Chorus
CCLI Song # 11483 Melody Green © 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music
Publishing, Inc.) Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Ears To Hear (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use solely
with the SongSelect Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1443048

(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN #515 “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;

The evening is advancing, And darker night is near.

The Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

The watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches With alleluias clear.

The marriage feast is waiting; The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory; The Bridegroom is at hand.

The saints, who here in patience Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.

Around the throne of glory The Lamb they shall behold;

In triumph cast before Him Their diadems of gold.

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, O Sun so longed for, O’er this benighted sphere.
With hearts and hands uplifted, We plead, O Lord, to see
The day of earth’s redemption That sets Your people free!
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HYMN #516

13

“Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying”
“Wake, awake, for night is flying,”
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?

The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take!

Alleluia! With bridal care Yourselves prepare
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”

Zion hears the watchmen singing,

And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris’n, her light is come.

Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son,

Hail! Hosanna! We enter all The wedding hall
To eat the Supper at Thy call.

Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee,

Let saints and angels sing before Thee

With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.

Of one pearl each shining portal,

Where, joining with the choir immortal,

We gather round Thy radiant throne.

No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might
Of Thy glory; Therefore will we Eternally

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

HYMN #512

“At the Name of Jesus”

At the name of Jesus EV'ry knee shall bow,

Ev'ry tongue confess Him King of glory now.

‘Tis the Father’s pleasure We should call Him Lord,
Who from the beginning Was the mighty Word.

At His voice creation Sprang at once to sight,

All the angel faces, All the hosts of light,

Thrones and bright dominions, Stars upon their way,
All the heav’'nly orders In their great array.

Humbled for a season, To receive a name

From the lips of sinners Unto whom He came,
Faithfully He bore it Spotless to the last,

Brought it back victorious When from death He passed;

Bore it up triumphant With its human light,
Through all ranks of creatures To the central height,
To the throne of God-head, To the Father’s breast,
Filled it with the glory Of that perfect rest.

In your hearts enthrone Him; There let Him subdue
All that is not holy, All that is not true:

Crown Him as your captain In temptation’s hour;
Let His will enfold you In its light and pow’r.

Christians, this Lord Jesus Shall return again

In His Father’s glory, With His angel train;

For all wreaths of empire Meet upon His brow,
And our hearts confess Him King of glory now.

Glory then to Jesus, Who, the Prince of light,
To a world in darkness Brought the gift of sight;
Praise to God the Father; In the Spirit’s love
Praise we all together Him who reigns above.

COMMON DISMISSAL
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(Rise)

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, as you have enlivened our hearts through
your Holy Supper, keep us ever alert and awake, ready to meet you and
rejoice in your drawing near. By your grace, allow us to stand in your
truth and lift our heads in firm faith, that free from fear, we would
witness to your redeeming love for us and for the world, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and & give
you peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #821 “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now;

Alleluia! He is near us: Faith believes, nor questions how.

Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “l am with you evermore”?

Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day.
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea.

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;

Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth Your footstool, heav’'n Your throne.

As within the veil You entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,
Here on earth both priest and victim In the Eucharistic feast.
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.”

Preacher Pastor Michael Schumacher
Liturgist Pastor Harold Bender
Organist Deaconess Carole King
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