
CIRCUMCISION AND NAME OF JESUS
Singing God’s Praises
December 31, 2025

__________________________________________________

AS WE GATHER
This service has a lot of music. How can we look at God’s 
creaƟon in Psalm 8 without bursƟng out in song? The Epistle 
says we are all children of God and one in Christ. What great 
news! Today celebrates the name of Jesus, and that calls for 
a lot more than reading one verse of the Gospel. Praise God 
in song for His blessing, His creaƟon, and the giŌ of faith!

RecepƟon of Holy Communion: If you are planning to 
receive Christ's supper today, please read through the words
of exhortaƟon in the fellowship folder.  For members, it is a 
good review of important spiritual maƩers for gathering at 
the table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of 
faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual preparaƟon to 
receive the Supper for your benefit. 

WELCOME

HANDSHAKES & HUGS

                                     PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN #606  “I Lay My Sins on Jesus” 
I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains.

I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares.

1 conƟnued

I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured.

(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: O LORD, our Lord, how majesƟc is your name in all 

the earth!
People: You have set your glory above the heavens.
Pastor: what is man that you are mindful of him,
People: and the son of man that you care for him?
Pastor: Yet you have made him a liƩle lower than the 

heavenly beings
People: and crowned him with glory and honor.
Pastor: In Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 

faith.
People: You are all one in Christ.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Heavenly Father, despite our being one in Christ, 

we have all sinned by what we have thought, said, 
and done. In place of loving you, we have made 
excuses for ourselves. In place of loving our 
neighbors as ourselves, we have defended our 
acƟons. We deserve your present and eternal 
punishment.

People: For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us, forgive us, renew us, and lead us to the 
glory of your holy name.
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Pastor: Our heavenly Father gave His only-begoƩen Son to 
be a true human, our elder Brother, to live, to die, 
and then to rise despite our sins. In the stead and 
by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

HYMN #940      “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”     Sts. 1, 5
Holy God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in heav’n above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
EverlasƟng is Thy reign.

Holy Father, holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, you made your beloved Son, 

our Savior, subject to the Law and caused Him to 
shed His blood on our behalf.

People: Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that 
our hearts may be made pure from all sins;

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

People: Amen.   
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HYMN #588 “Jesus Loves Me”
Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so.
LiƩle ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He who died Heaven’s gates to open wide. 
He has washed away my sin, Lets His liƩle child come in. 
Yes Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

                                            WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Numbers 6:22–27 (The 
BenedicƟon is commanded.) 22 The LORD spoke to Moses, 
saying, 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall
bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 24 The LORD
bless you and keep you; 25 the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD liŌ up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 27 “So shall they 
put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE GalaƟans 3:23–29 (Because of our faith, we are heirs 
with Jesus.) 23 Now before faith came, we were held capƟve 
under the law, imprisoned unƟl the coming faith would be 
revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian unƟl Christ 
came, in order that we might be jusƟfied by faith. 25 But now 
that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for
in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as 
many of you as were bapƟzed into Christ have put on Christ.
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are 
Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.  
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Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 2:21  (The baby is named Jesus.)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second 

chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he 
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

SERMON HYMN #900  “Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”
Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Name all other names above,
Unto which must ev’ry knee Bow in deep humility.

Jesus! Name decreed of old, To the maiden mother told, 
Kneeling in her lowly cell, By the angel Gabriel.

Jesus! Name of priceless worth To the fallen of the earth 
For the promise that it gave, “Jesus shall His people save.”

Jesus! Name of mercy mild, Given to the holy Child 
When the cup of human woe First He tasted here below.

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n Under all the mighty heav’n 
Whereby those to sin enslaved 
Burst their feƩers and are saved.

Jesus! Name of wondrous love, Human name of God above; 
Pleading only this, we flee Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

SERMON             “The Eternal Date Line”     Romans 8:31 – 39
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(Rise)
OFFERTORY                                                                      LSB p. 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvaƟon, 
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

NICENE CREED
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begoƩen Son of God, begoƩen of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God, begoƩen, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvaƟon 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under PonƟus Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
ChrisƟan and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one
BapƟsm for the remission of sins, and I look for the 
resurrecƟon of the dead and the life  of the 

6 world to come.  Amen.  (Be seated)



OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our 
fellowship folder located at the end of the pew. If you are a 
visitor, please leave your address and phone. AŌer you are 
finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, 
and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to 
see names of those to greet aŌer the service. 

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Jesus came to earth as one of us. He knows our 

failings and frailƟes. Let us go to Him in prayer, 
confident He will listen and understand.
We pray, Lord Jesus, for all who struggle with life 
because of health, oppressive governments, poor 
decisions, or any circumstances under which it is 
difficult to live. Bring them relief, strength, peace, 
and health according to your gracious will. Lord, in 
your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: We have prayed oŌen and earnestly. Hear our 

prayer and help us be part of your answers. Guide 
governments, armed forces, first responders, 
health agencies, and caring neighbors. When an 
answer does not come quickly, guard us from 
despair. LiŌ our faith in you unƟl your will for these
our brothers and sisters is done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: We pray for all who call you Lord. Protect and 

prosper the church around the world. Give 
believers confidence and concern as they minister 
to those who do not call on your name. Open 
hearts and ears to understand the Gospel and to 
rejoice with us. Lord, in your mercy,
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People: hear our prayer.  
Pastor: Into your hands we commend all these things 

according to your good and gracious will.
People: Amen.

                                          SACRAMENT 

PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: LiŌ up your hearts.
People: We liŌ them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at

all Ɵmes and in all places give thanks to you, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasƟng God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the 
Word made flesh you have given us a new 
revelaƟon of your glory that, seeing you in the 
person of your Son, we may know and love those 
things which are not seen. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven
we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore
praising you and saying:

SANCTUS                                           LSB p. 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim
shout the glory of your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
 lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI                                                                       LSB p. 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN #353  “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”
Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, 
Came with peace from realms on high;
Jesus came to win redempƟon, 
Lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Came in deep humility.

9 conƟnued

Jesus comes again in mercy 
When our hearts are worn with care;
Jesus comes again in answer 
To an earnest, hearƞelt prayer;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Comes to save us from despair.

Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 
Bringing news of sins forgiv’n;
Jesus comes with words of gladness,
 Leading souls redeemed to heav’n.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv’n.

Jesus comes in joy and sorrow, 
Shares alike our hopes and fears;
Jesus comes, whate’er befalls us, 
Cheers our hearts and dries our tears;
Alleluia! Alleluia! Comforts us in failing years.

HYMN #390      “Let Us All With Gladsome Voice”
Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given.

To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness,
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes 
We may reign in gladness.

We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder.

Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us.

COMMON DISMISSAL
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(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and 

source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent 
your only-begoƩen Son into the flesh, we thank 
you that for His sake you have given us pardon and 
peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to 
forsake your children but always to rule our hearts 
and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be 
enabled constantly to serve you; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 
peace.

People: Amen.

DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace as you praise the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

CLOSING HYMN #922 “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own. 
In My love’s bapƟsmal river I have made you Mine forever. 
Go, My children, with My blessing – You are My own.

Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure. 
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 
Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.   
11 conƟnued

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 
Here His tender comfort sƟlled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.

I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace. 
I the Lord will be your Father, 
Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you And give you peace.

Preacher & Liturgist                        Pastor Michael Schumacher
Lector             Don Horn
Organist                        JoLynn Bender
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