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As We Gather 
“When I encourage you to confess your sins, I am simply encouraging you to be a 
Christian.”  These are words once penned by Martin Luther, the Reformer.  They 
are quite true.  Christians simply confess when they sin and fall short of God’s 
glory.  Christians are not perfect people, but they are people who have been called 
by the Spirit of God to be honest and sincere regarding their sins and to seek refuge 
in the amazing grace of God.  God, our Father, is slow to anger, quick to forgive, 
and abounding in steadfast love.  This Lenten season may we all grow in true 
confession, sincere repentance, and growing in the grace and knowledge of Jesus, 
the very source of God’s amazing grace. 

Opening Hymn             “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”         LSB 606 
I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God;  
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load.  
I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains  
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains. 

I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him;  
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem.  
I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares;  
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 

I rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine;  
His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline.  
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;  
Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured. 

Invocation and Opening Sentences (Psalm 32:1-5) 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:  Amen. 
Pastor:  Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
People: whose sin is covered. 
Pastor: Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, 
People: and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
Pastor: For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
People:  through my groaning all day long. 
Pastor: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 



People: My strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.   
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Pastor: Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover up my iniquity; 
People:  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave  
 the iniquity of my sin. 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: The 32nd psalm continues, “Therefore let everyone who is godly offer  
 prayer to you at a time when you may be found.”  As God’s precious  
 people, let us make confession to our Father, trusting in His amazing  
 grace: 
All: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to  
 you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and  
 deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;  
 wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my  
 sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen.  
Pastor: Upon this, your confession, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained  
 servant of the Word, and by the command and authority of my Lord  
 Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of  
 the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: As God’s forgiven children, set free from sin and death, go forth to live a  
 new life by the power and leading of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

Collect for the Day 
Pastor:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works  
 of darkness and put upon ourselves the armor of light, fighting the good  
 fight of faith.    
People: Strengthen our resolve to follow in the ways of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
 walking the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake; 
Pastor:  Through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
 and  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

The 51st Psalm 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my 
iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin! 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me. 4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.  
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5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  
6 Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the 
secret heart. 7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 
broken rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me 
not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to 
me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 14 Deliver 
me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing 
aloud of your righteousness.15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare 
your praise. 16 For you will not delight  in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be 
pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken 
and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 18 Do good to Zion in your good 
pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; 19 then will you delight in right 
sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on 
your altar. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

2 Samuel 11-12: Selected verses 
In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab, and 
his servants with him, and all Israel. And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2 It happened, late one afternoon, when 
David arose from his couch and was walking on the roof of the king's house, that he 
saw from the roof a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful.  
And David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is not 
this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?” 4 So David 
sent messengers and took her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she 



had been purifying herself from her uncleanness.) Then she returned to her 
house. 5 And the woman conceived, and she sent and told David, “I am pregnant.”  
6 So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to 
David. 7 When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab was doing and how the 
people were doing and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go 
down to your house and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king's house, 
and there followed him a present from the king.  
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9 But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house with all the servants of his lord, and 
did not go down to his house. 10 When they told David, “Uriah did not go down to 
his house,” David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you 
not go down to your house?” 11 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah 
dwell in booths, and my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are camping in the 
open field. Shall I then go to my house, to eat and to drink and to lie with my wife? 
As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do this thing.” 12 Then David said to 
Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will send you back.” So Uriah 
remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13 And David invited him, and he ate 
in his presence and drank, so that he made him drunk. And in the evening he went 
out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not go down to his 
house.  
14 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15 In 
the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest fighting, and then 
draw back from him, that he may be struck down, and die.” 16 And as Joab was 
besieging the city, he assigned Uriah to the place where he knew there were valiant 
men. 17 And the men of the city came out and fought with Joab, and some of the 
servants of David among the people fell. Uriah the Hittite also died. 18 Then Joab 
sent and told David all the news about the fighting. But the thing that David had 
done displeased the LORD.  

And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, “There were 
two men in a certain city, the one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had very 
many flocks and herds, 3 but the poor man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him and with his 
children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms, and 

it was like a daughter to him. 4 Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he 
was unwilling to take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had 
come to him, but he took the poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who 
had come to him.” 5 Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man, and he 
said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to 
die, 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because 
he had no pity.” 
7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. 8 And I 
gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your arms and gave you 
the house of Israel and of Judah.  
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And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more. 9 Why have you 
despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck 
down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your wife and 
have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now therefore the sword shall 
never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’ 11 Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise 
up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your wives before your 
eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of 
this sun. 12 For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before 
the sun.’” 
13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And Nathan said to 
David, “The LORD also has put away your sin; you shall not die. 14 Nevertheless, 
because by this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child who is born to 
you shall die.” 24 Then David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and 
lay with her, and she bore a son, and he called his name Solomon. And 
the LORD loved him 25 and sent a message by Nathan the prophet. So he called his 
name Jedidiah, because of the LORD. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

1 John 1:1-2:2 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 



word of life— 2 the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest 
to us— 3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too 
may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we have fellowship with him while 
we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his  
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is not in us.  
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My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 
sins of the whole world.  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Sermon Hymn         “Just as I Am, Without One Plea”        LSB 570 

Just as I am, without one plea 
But that Thy blood was shed for me 
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am; Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

     O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
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Sermon  “A True Confession of Grievous Sins . . . And ??”       Psalm 
51 

Offertory                                                                                      LSB, p. 192-3 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, 
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.   

Offerings  As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located at 
the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After 
you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and return it to 
the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to greet after the 
service.    

Prayers  

The Lord’s Prayer 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Benediction 
Pastor: The amazing grace of the Almighty God, the redeeming love of Jesus, His  
 Son and our Savior, and the comfort and power of the Holy Spirit be and  
 abide with us all. 
People:  Amen.  

Hymn                                 “Amazing Grace”           LSB 744 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound That saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost but now am found, Was blind but now I see! 

The Lord has promised good to me, His Word my hope secures;  
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 
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Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come;  
His grace has brought me safe thus far, His grace will lead me home. 

Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail And mortal life shall cease,  
Amazing grace shall then prevail In heaven’s joy and peace. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,  
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we’d first begun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Preacher & Liturgist               Pastor Harold Bender 
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Mid-Week Lenten Services 

Wednesday March 15th  

10:00 am & 6:00pm 

“God’s Grace When We Want to Hide” 

Lenten Meal at 4:45pm 


