
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Amazing Love 

May 8 & 9, 2021 
5:00PM & 8:00AM 

 
 
AS WE GATHER 
“In the sight of God” is a phrase used throughout Scripture. It reminds us of God’s 
unceasing care and concern for His creation. In Proverbs: “Let not steadfast love and 
faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your 
heart. So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man” (Proverbs 
3:3–4). All our life is in God’s amazingly loving sight as He watches over all His creation 
and especially over people. Out of love for Christ and one another, we can strive to see 
others around us in the same way that God sees them. 

WELCOME 

RECOGNITION OF MOTHERS 
Pastor: Today, in our nation, and in the Church, we celebrate Mother’s Day.  
 Both man and woman were created in God’s image for his good  
 purposes. It is important to celebrate and express thanks for all  
 mothers, grandmothers, and all women who have contributed to  
 family life, society, and the mission of the church. Scripture records  
 how God used many women to carry out His plan of Salvation and  
 furthering the Kingdom of God. Without the contribution of mothers,  
 God’s creation is incomplete. We rejoice and give thanks to God for  
 mothers who bear God’s image out in the world! 
(All Mother’s Stand) 

All:  Gracious Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for all our mothers  
 who have dedicated their lives to you, their families, society, and the  
 Church. Comfort all those who remember mothers who have entered  
 into glory. Continue to bless family life in our midst. Just a smothers  
 are symbols of your care, give us hearts of compassion that are  
 devoted to those around us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
(All Mother’s Sit)   
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Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, 
"I believed, and so I spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak, 

knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 
and bring us with you into his presence.  (2 Corinthians 4:13-14, ESV) 

5:00 BELLS                                      “Trinity Fanfare” 

 PREPARATION  

HYMN #686                 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  

Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise.  
While the hope of endless glory Fills my heart with joy and love,  
Teach me ever to adore Thee; May I still Thy goodness prove. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer, Hither by Thy help I’ve come;  
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, Safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger, Wand’ring from the fold of God;  
He, to rescue me from danger, Interposed His precious blood. 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor Daily I’m constrained to be;  
Let that grace now like a fetter Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; Prone to leave the God I love.  
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, Seal it for Thy courts above. 

Oh, that day when freed from sinning, I shall see Thy lovely face;  
Clothed then in the bloodwashed linen, How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry Me to realms of endless day. 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: Praise the LORD! 
People: Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
Pastor: I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
People: I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
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Pastor: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
People: whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
Pastor: The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. 
People: Praise the LORD! 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: As repentant people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. We confess  
 our sin to God, our merciful Father. 
People: Gracious God, in heartfelt repentance we admit and confess our  
 sinfulness. We are sin-stained people by nature. Each day we have  
 sinned and done things we ought not to have done and have not  
 done that which we are to have been doing as your servants. We  
 have not seen people in the loving way that you see them. We have  
 not always been ready to care and quick to help. We do deserve your  
 punishment in this life and for eternity. Trusting in your mercy, we  
 come to you for forgiveness. Our trust is in the merits of your Son,  
 our Savior Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us  
 forgiveness of all our sins, and by the power of the Holy Spirit at  
 work within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that reflect your  
 goodness and love. 
Pastor: God is loving and merciful. He sees us with loving eyes and graciously  
 hears our supplications. By the command of our Lord and as His called  
 and ordained servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the  
 Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE #819   “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”  
Sing Praise to God, the highest good, The author of creation,  
The God of love who understood Our need for His salvation.  
With healing balm our souls He fills And ev’ry faithless murmur stills:  
To God all praise and glory! 

What God’s almighty pow’r made, In mercy He is keeping.  
By morning glow or evening shade His eye is never sleeping.  
Within the kingdom of His might All things are just and good and right:  
To God all praise and glory!   
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We sought the Lord in our distress; O God, in mercy hear us.  
Our Savior saw our helplessness And came with peace to cheer us.  
For this we thank and praise the Lord, Who is by one and all adored:  
To God all praise and glory! 

He never shall forsake His flock, His chosen generation;  
He is their refuge and their rock, Their peace and their salvation.  
As with a mother’s tender hand, He leads His own, His chosen band:  
To God all praise and glory! 

All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory. 
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim Aloud the wondrous story.  
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, For God is God, and He alone:  
To God all praise and glory! 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, while we were still in our sins,  
 you chose us, laid down your life for us, and called us friends. By your  
 great love for us, inspire us to love one another and to go out into the  
 world to bear fruit according to your promise; for you live and reign  
 with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 WORD  

FIRST READING  Acts 10:34–48  (People from every nation are accepted by God.) 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed:  
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in  
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Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the 
third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been 
chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 
42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear 
witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.” 44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard 
the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter 
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.  
46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?”48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

5:00 BELLS                                           “Do Lord”  

EPISTLE 1 John 5:1–8  (The victory of Christ overcomes the world.) 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 
4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 This is he who came by water and blood 
—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is 
the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify:  
8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S SONG         “God Has Given Us His Word” 

God has given us His Word, it’s written here!   
God has given us His Word, it’s written here! 
God has given us His Word, it’s written here!   
God has given us His Word, it’s clear.   
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God has given us His Word, it’s really true!  
God has given us His Word, it’s really true! 
God has given us His Word, it’s really true!   
God has given us His Word, it’s true. 

God has given us His Word, He’s Jesus Christ!   
God has given us His Word, He’s Jesus Christ! 
God has given us His Word, He’s Jesus Christ!  
God has given us His Word to share. 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL John 15:9–17 (Obeying Christ’s commands and remaining in His love) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments 
and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be full. 12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you.13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for 
his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I call 
you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You 
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit 
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 
may give it to you.17 These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

HYMN OF THE DAY #556  “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” 

Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing, 
And with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing, 
Proclaim the wonders God has done, How His right arm the vict’ry won. 
What price our ransom cost Him!    
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My own good works all came to naught, No grace or merit gaining; 
Free will against God’s judgment fought, Dead to all good remaining. 
My fears increased till sheer despair Left only death to be my share; 
The pangs of hell I suffered. 

God said to His beloved Son: “It’s time to have compassion.  
Then go, bright jewel of My crown, And bring to all salvation.  
From sin and sorrow set them free:  
Slay bitter death for them that they May live with You forever.” 

“Though he will shed My precious blood, Me of My life bereaving,  
All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing. 
Life will from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin,  
And you are blest forever.  

SERMON                         “Christ’s Victory is Your Victory” 

(Rise) 
CATECHISM  The Third Article 
Pastor: We learn from our First Reading today that the gift of the Holy Spirit  
 was given to Gentiles as well as to Jews, which includes all the peoples  
 of the world. Let us speak together the words of the Apostles’ Creed  
 regarding the Third Person of the Holy Trinity. 
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion  
 of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and  
 the life everlasting. Amen. 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus  
 Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by  
 the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in  
 the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and  
 sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with  
 Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and  
 richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. 
 On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life  
 to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.  
7 

OFFERING Offering plates will be placed in the narthex and by the elevator room 
for gathering at the end of the service.   

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs.  
 We thank God for the Church and pray that God’s people live  
 confidently and joyfully share the message of salvation in word and  
 deed. Gathered by the Holy Spirit, we pray that we be blessed with all  
 grace and evidence the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.  
People: Lord, be with us and bless us. 
Pastor: Father in heaven, thank you for the gift of new life that we share with  
 Christ in Baptism. Bless Landon Rudig as he is baptized this weekend.  
 Keep him in your family of the Church until the life of the world to  
 come. Bless his parents and entire family as he learns and lives in your  
 truth. 
People: Lord, be with us and bless us. 
Pastor: God of protection, give wisdom and good discernment to our leaders in  
 our country and those in authority over us. Give us humility to live  
 under them and that they would govern and make decisions that are  
 pleasing to you. 
People: Lord, be with us and bless us. 
Pastor: Father, you desire that all people would be saved and come to know  
 your Gospel. Give us courage to be laborers in your harvest field.  
 Destroy all attacks of satan as we bear your name and image. We pray  
 that your kingdom would grow in this place and that you would use us  
 for your purpose and mission. 
People: Lord, be with us and bless us. 
Pastor: We pray for our families, especially for mothers, grandmothers, and  
 great-grandmothers on this special day. We ask the blessing of our  
 bounteous God on all those who share in our Christian fellowship and  
 join with us in worship and for all who are part of the household of  
 faith. Also we pray for those with special concerns and needs this day:  
 those who are hospitalized or shut-in, those who are grieving, the  

8 continued 



 
 unemployed and underemployed, the chronically ill and shut-in, and all  
 those whose needs are known to us, especially Don, Judy, Nancy,  
 Dorothy, Steve, Marilyn, Cindy, Jan, Louis, Dawn, Carol, Debbie, Mary,  
 Dennis, Diane, June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah, Gladys, Shirley and Sarah.  
People: Lord, grant that we bring your blessing to situations of need in all  
 places. 
Pastor: Most merciful God, we thank you for all those faithful people whose  
 words and actions have guided us in the past, especially remembering  
 those no longer with us on earth, who now share in your eternal  
 presence. Bless Dorothy as she remembers David. By the working of  
 your Holy Spirit, direct us to walk your servant way throughout our  
 lives, seeing each person through your loving eyes, until that day when  
 we stand in your glorious presence in heaven. 
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.    

 SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                            Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated)   
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DISTRIBUTION Wait for the usher to direct you to come forward. Those guests 
who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS congregation may do 
so; if you are coming from another church background, please see the pastor or 
an elder first.  

HYMN #626                “Come, Let Us Eat”                              Sung with Leader 

Leader:  Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread,  
People: Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.  
Leader: Our Lord’s body let us take together,  
People: Our Lord’s body let us take together. 
Leader: Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured, 
People: Come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.  
Leader:  Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together, 
People:  Jesus’ blood poured let us drink together. 
Leader: In His presence now we meet and rest,  
People: In His presence now we meet and rest.  
Leader:  In the presence of our Lord we gather, 
People: In the presence of our Lord we gather. 
Leader: Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.  
People: Rise, then, to spread abroad God’s mighty Word.  
Leader: Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom.  
People: Jesus risen will bring in the Kingdom. 

 
HYMN #706   “Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”  

Love in Christ is strong and living, binding faithful hearts in one;  
Love in Christ is true and giving. May His will in us be done. 

Love is patient and forbearing, Clothed in Christ’s humility,  
Gentle, selfless, kind, and caring, Reaching out in charity. 

Love in Christ abides forever, Fainting not when ills attend;  
Love, forgiving and forgiven, Shall endure until life’s end.  
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HYMN #700    “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to earth come down!  
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown.  
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, Pure, unbounded love Thou art;  
Visit us with Thy salvation, Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; Let us find Thy promised rest.  
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;  
End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive;  
Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.  
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,  
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish then Thy new creation, Pure and spotless let us be;  
Let us see Thy great salvation Perfectly restored in Thee,  
Changed from glory into glory, Till in heav’n we take our place  
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, Lost in wonder, love, and praise!   

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for having fed  
 us with the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Help us by your  
 Holy Spirit that we continue in the fellowship of the Church and  
 together with all the saints do the good works that you desire us to do,  
 reflecting your amazing love for us. This we ask through your Son, Jesus  
 Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, forever and ever. 
People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN #862                 “Oh, Blest the House”  

Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, Where Jesus Christ is all in all!  
A home that is not wholly His How sad and poor and dark it is! 

Oh, blest that house where faith is found And all in hope and love abound;  
They trust their God and serve Him still And do in all His holy will! 

Oh, blest the parents who give heed Unto their children’s foremost need  
And weary not of care or cost. May none to them and heav’n be lost! 

Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. In peace and joy the parents dwell,  
And in their children’s lives is shown How richly God can bless His own. 

Then here will I and mine today A solemn promise make and say:  
Though all the world forsake His Word, I and my house will serve the Lord! 
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