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To the community of St. Paul’s, 

 I pray you are all safe and healthy as we continue to shelter in place. These are times that are 

unusual and can feel uncomfortable. It is in strange times and in a “new normal” that we wonder, “When 

will life be normal again?” I ponder that each day as we are prevented from going out and being present 

with each other. People have tried to predict when life will be normal. Some people say we need to get out 

immediately, others will suggest that we have to stay put for much longer than what we expect. No matter 

how you attempt to predict when life will be normal again, most answers leave us unsatisfied. The reason 

for that is because nobody actually knows for certain when life will be normal. Not even medical experts 

have consensus on when society should reopen. 

 But, here is what I do know. Eventually, COVID-19 will subside and it will be a thing of the past 

when immunizations are built up and vaccines are offered. There is only one thing that endures forever. 

The steadfast love of the Lord will outlive COVID-19 just like it has outlasted everything else that has 

afflicted God’s people. I love to study God’s steadfast love because it’s all about God’s relationship with 

His people and those who God desires to know him in return. Steadfast love is a stick-with-it kind of love. 

If you read about the Israelites wandering in the wilderness, you will learn of God’s patience and his 

steadfast love. It’s all about a nation who’s been afflicted (God even sent serpents into their camp!) and the 

people are, overall, hard to love. But God sticks with them. He is always faithful. God is eager to forgive. 

His steadfast love never ends because he made a promise to deliver them and He will 

not break that promise. It is in this context that I was brought to Psalm 100: 

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and 

we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with 

thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For 

the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all 

generations.” 

Yes, even in a global pandemic, we are God’s people the sheep of our 

Shepherd. His steadfast love never ends, and His love is for you. 

 

In the Joy of Jesus, 

Pastor Noah Kegley 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

COVID-19 Issues for Church Activities 

Due to the extension of Governor Evers Emergency Order to be “Safer at Home,” we are looking at 

May 26 as a potential opening up date.  Even as I write this, the Supreme Court is hearing a case that 

could shorten up that date.  However, as of today we are planning for things to change after May 26 . . . 

but those plans must be tentative!!   

With this extension, the following is a list of ways COVID-19 continues to effect the mission, ministry, 

and gatherings of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School: 
 

 All regular worship services in large gathering format are suspended through Memorial Day 

Weekend.  We hope to have worship in larger group format on May 30-31.  Watch for more 

details in emails.   

 All Bible classes have been suspended through May.  We plan for them to begin again next 

September. 

 School Classes in person are cancelled through the end of the school year.  Our teachers are 

doing a wonderful job with online classes.     

 The Voters’ Assembly has been tentatively set for the last weekend in May.  If we are limited 

to gatherings of 50 people, we may have both a Saturday and Sunday gathering.  

 Office hours for the church will be Tuesday through Thursday, 8:00am to 3:30pm.   

 Office hours for the school will be Monday through Friday, 8:00am to Noon. 

 Offerings are appreciated and we have had a very good response, with many of our members 

continuing to contribute.  Offerings can be mailed in, dropped off during office hours, and we 

now have “online giving” on our website.   

 We will continue to record worship services for the weekend, with a handful of singers (we try 

our best!).  These are aired on our radio program at 8am and also a video is posted on YouTube, 

our St. Paul’s Facebook page, and our website. 

Activities still taking place: 
 

 “Small Group Communion Devotional Services” are being held on Saturday afternoons and 

Sunday mornings each weekend.  To participate  you must email Pastor Bender at 

Harold@splcwa.org or call Mary in the church office.  We must limit each gathering to no 

more than 8 people at this time. 

 Confirmation Sunday: Confirmation will still take place on Sunday, May 17, in small group 

format.  Pray for our confirmands on their special day. 

Important May Dates 

Hearing Loop installed in Sanctuary May 4 
Mother’s Day May 10 

Confirmation Questioning Zoom Meeting May 14 at 6:30pm 
Confirmation Sunday May 17 (Small Group Gatherings beginning at 8:00am) 

Memorial Day May 25 
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Looking to the Future at St. Paul’s 
 

Christian people are always looking forward . . . with hope.  The apostle Paul writes: “Forgetting what is 

behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has 

called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  (Phil. 3:13-14) In the Nicene Creed we profess, “. . . and I look 

to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.”   The prophet Jeremiah penned under 

inspiration:  “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the LORD's great love we are 

not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

(Lamentations 3:21-23) 
 

We continue to pray for God to deliver us from this pandemic.  We continue to hope that such 

deliverance will come earlier rather than later.  Unfortunately, it is coming a little later than hoped just 

one month ago!!  At this time, we are hoping and praying that May 26, the end date of the current “Safer 

at Home” order will allow larger gatherings of sorts.  However, even that is not certain!!  Yet, it is all going 

to happen in God’s good time.  And only one thing is certain (as Pastor Noah put in his article): The 

unfailing love and faithfulness of our God!!  Of course, with the hope of resumed “life as a new normal” 

at the end of May, here is what we are looking towards: 
 

 Confirmation Questioning:  May 14, 2020.  It will be a different format, more conversational, and 

through a “Zoom” video call, but confirmation questioning will take place on the originally 

scheduled date!! 

 Confirmation Sunday: May 17, 2020.  Confirmation will be held in seven small group services 

beginning at 8:00am.  Two confirmands at each service with up to two guests with them (parents, 

most likely).  While we are saddened that more loved ones will not be able to attend, we thought it 

important to confirm our 8
th

 graders!! 

 Worship Services: May 30-31, 2020.  If the “Safer at Home” order expires on May 26, we will 

have larger gatherings for worship on the weekend of May 30-31, as allowed by law.  If we are 

limited to 50 people or less, we may have two services on both Saturday and Sunday.  Stay tuned!!! 

 Voters’ Assembly: May 30-31, 2020, following immediately after Saturday and/or Sunday worship.  

If we can have groups larger than 50, it will take place only on Sunday.  Again, if limited to groups 

of 50 we will have one meeting on Saturday and one meeting on Sunday. 

 VBS: After much discussion and many considerations, VBS will not take place this summer. June 

14-18, 2021 is the tentative date for VBS 2021. 

May our God bless us with patience and perseverance as we continue to pray and hope! 

 

Ladies Guild 
I hope that everyone is healthy and safe. God is in control. May He guard and protect us until 
we meet again.   – Ruth Miller 

Quilter's Patch  

If you have any questions regarding the quilting group, please contact Dawn Ziolecki at 414-
841-6097 or via email at dzwolf2012@gmail.com 
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St. Paul’s Rangerettes 

is looking for a new coordinator for 

next year. If you are someone 

interested in working with the 

delightful girls in our congregation 

and school, this would be perfect for 

you. Rangerettes was started at St. 

Paul’s West Allis in 1963 and was a 

nationwide program for a time. We 

are now one of only two 

congregations that continue this great 

tradition. If we don’t find a new 

coordinator, the Rangerettes program 

will end here at St. Paul’s. If you are 

interested in this opportunity, please 

contact Stacey Kukor at 414-550-5291 

or skukor77@yahoo.com. 

 

Emergency Email Contact Information 

Over the past few weeks we have sent emergency emails to 
our members to keep them informed of the Worship and 

activity changes here at St. Paul’s, due to Governor Tony Evers 
corona virus mandates.   

If you did not receive these emails, please contact the 
church office (414-541-6250) with your current 

information so we can keep you informed of all updates. 
 (You may also want to check your “SPAM” email folder) 

 
 
 

 Renewed in Christ    Hope • Strength • Soar 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Happy  

Mother’s Day 
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Lillia Carson 

Riley Gibbs 

Anthony Glass 

Dominic Gottschalk 

Aubrey Hemmings-Kadolph 

Logan Hoefert 

Solomon James 

Aviah Frankum 

Olivia Kukor 

Ashton Poritz-Funck 

Logan Rauter 

Hannah Schaber 

Isabella Sholty 

Aubrey Vinney 

Deondre Williams 

 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord,  

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.”  

Jeremiah 29:11   
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Hey Everybody! 

Thank you for your patience, but we are suspending youth activities until further notice due to 

the COVID-19 outbreak. I hope your days at home are productive and that you are staying 

connected to Jesus and each other! 

Please check your email, Facebook, and church website (www.splcwa.org) for worship and 

church updates! 

I long to be with you all soon! 

In the meantime, I have been able to set up Zoom Calls with some of you and will continue to 

reach out to you for times to connect! 

Pastor Noah 

 

*If you are still planning on attending the Summer Servant Event to 

Keweenaw Base Camp July 19-24, stay tuned for meeting details!* 

 

 

SWD Financial Aid Available 
Are you studying to be a full-time church worker, attending one of the Concordia 
Universities or Seminaries and are a member of an SWD LCMS congregation? If so, 
you may apply for District Financial Aid. Applications are due by May 15. Please visit 
the District website for more information and for the two required application forms -
 http://swd.lcms.org/resources/student-aid-applications/. If you have any questions, 
please contact Robin at the District office, 414-292-0741. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 
  

http://swd.lcms.org/resources/student-aid-applications/


 

 

 

 

Sharing in Music 
 

The past few weeks have changed the way we listen, share and participate with 

music.  I know, for me, preparing for worship and leading the singing is very 

different, when pre-recorded and then shared online.  I get to sing with myself! 

We all look forward to when we are able to join together in song once again 

within the church building.  I think it will be a little reminder of what it will be 

like in heaven, when we are all gathered together praising our Lord.  I look 

forward to hearing your voices raised in singing and/or playing instruments. 

I have been reading from the book of Deuteronomy for my personal devotions the past couple of weeks.  

I read these verses from chapter 31: 

19 “Now therefore write this song and teach it to the people of Israel. Put it in their mouths, that this 

song may be a witness for me against the people of Israel. 20 For when I have brought them into the 

land flowing with milk and honey, which I swore to give to their fathers, and they have eaten and are full 

and grown fat, they will turn to other gods and serve them, and despise me and break my covenant. 21 

And when many evils and troubles have come upon them, this song shall confront them as a witness (for 

it will live unforgotten in the mouths of their offspring). For I know what they are inclined to do even 

today, before I have brought them into the land that I swore to give.” 22 So Moses wrote this song the 

same day and taught it to the people of Israel. 

I did NOT remember that the Lord commissioned Moses to write a song for the Israelites to remember 

the WORD the LORD had taught them before entering the promised land.  Brain research has 

demonstrated that the brain remembers things longer through music.  If you need to learn something 

for a test, put it to music, you are more likely to remember it!  The LORD knew this and He has given us 

many, many songs to help us remember the WORD of the LORD.  Think of all the wonderful hymns in the 

hymnal!   

I pray you will meditate on the word of the LORD and sing along.  It will help you to remember these 

wonderful truths! 

I pray you will consider joining in one of our musical groups in the near future. 

Present opportunities (when larger group gatherings begin) 

● Praise Band/Choir - meets every other week at 7 PM-Wednesdays-  prior to leading worship  

● Individual instrumentalists/soloists - play or sing any weekend - just contact Michelle 

Future opportunities: (beginning again in September) 

● Evening Handbell Choir - meets Thursdays 6:10 PM-7:15 PM - church balcony 

● Evening Vocal Choir - meets Thursdays 7:30-8:30 PM - church balcony 

God’s blessings!   Michelle L Prince  -- michelle@splcwa.org;  414-541-6250  ext 3013 
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          Sharing God’s Bounty 
 

God’s Draft Choices 

Two of the most highly watched sporting events on television are not when teams or athletes are 

competing against each other; rather they involve the drafting of players for the National Football 

League (NFL) and National Basketball Association (NBA) teams. For many hours, fans of 

professional sports will watch intently to see whom their favorite teams will draft. 

Most of us won’t be drafted by professional football or basketball teams, but, as Christians, we 

receive a greater calling. We, in essence, are God’s draft choices. “You did not choose me, but I 

chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16). God has made us a part of his 

team. We are not chosen by God because we are successful in our careers, great athletes, or 

wealthy. God chooses ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things.  “But God chose the foolish 

things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things ... and the things that are not ... to 

nullify the things that are” (1 Corinthians 1:27-28). 

Through faith, we understand that we are among the foolish and weak through whom God 

carries on his life-saving work. “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-

surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). God entrusts us ... clay jars ... 

with this treasure ... the Gospel. Even though we are frail and unworthy of our tasks, God has 

chosen us to carry his message of love to the world. As humble people of faith, we are empowered 

by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. He transforms and molds us. “Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). It is God 

who does the drafting and the changing.  Through faith, we will stay on God’s team, and we will 

bear the fruit that he calls us to bear. 

The professional athletes who are drafted are expected to perform.  They are paid large sums of 

money to do very athletic things.  As God’s chosen people, we may not receive large 

compensation, but our benefits are out of this world! Therefore, we are eager to use our lives and 

resources in God’s service for his glory. Paul wrote, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

What a privilege it is to be part of and serving on God’s winning team! 

 

If Jesus walked up to you and said: “Come follow me  ... I have a lot of work to do and I really 

need your help,” would you tell him to get lost because you are just too busy in your pursuit of 

personal possessions and worldly comfort? Every day is a time to reflect on all that God has 

given you and a time to share and care about others. Have you given any consideration to 

helping Jesus carry out his works in your own church? 
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Hearing Loop 
We are happy to announce that a hearing loop system has been installed in the sanctuary and in the 

south half of the balcony. 

If you require hearing assistance, you may connect to this hearing loop system through your own 

hearing aids, if equipped with Tele-coils. Set your hearing aids to the Tele-coil setting and adjust the 

volume as desired. 

If you desire hearing assistance, but do not have hearing aids or have hearing aids without Tele-

coils*, you may still connect to the system using a Loop Receiver. 

Loop Receivers are available that can be used with available stereo headphones, stereo ear buds or 

an ear speaker. Contact an elder or usher if you wish to use a Loop Receiver. 

We are thankful to all who have contributed towards the installation of the hearing loop system. 

* If you have hearing aids that are not equipped with Tele-coils, you may want to contact your hearing 

aid supplier to see if Tele-coils can be added. 

Ralph Conrad 

______________________________________________ 

 

MEMORIAL DAY 

A DAY WE REMEMBER OUR FALLEN HERO’S 

WE NOW REMEMBER THE COUNTLESS MEN AND WOMEN 
WHO HAVE FOUGHT AND DIED IN THE WAR OF CORONAVIRUS. 

LET US PRAY FOR THEIR LOVED ONES, THAT THEY MAY FEEL 
GOD’S COMFORT AND PEACE. 

LET US PRAY FOR THE WHOLE WORLD, THE 184 NATONS  
WHO ARE EXPERIENCING THIS PANDEMIC. 

LET US PRAY FOR THE WORLD LEADERS, THAT THEY SEEK GOD’S 

DIRECTION TO HELP AND HEAL THEIR NATIONS.’ 

LET US PRAY FOR THE BRAVE MEDICAL, MILITARY, FIRST RESPONDERS, 
AND SO MANY MORE.  WHO HAVE PLACED THEMSELVES AT RISK, TO 
SERVE AND PROTECT US. 

LET US PRAY FOR ST. PAULS.  THE PASTORS AND THEIR FAMILIES;  
THE SCHOOL AND OFFICE STAFF AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

LET US PRAY WE WILL SOON BE TOGETHER IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.    
THAT WE MAY FEEL THE WONDERFUL FELLOWSHIP WITH 
OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN CHRIST. 

ELAINE LEMKE 
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