
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Fruitful Branches of the Vine Divine 

May 1 & 2, 2021 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
AS WE GATHER 
One agricultural crop that is becoming better known in our days is the grape. 
Grapevines are everywhere in America, from New York and Virginia on the East Coast to 
California and Washington on the West Coast. Driving by a vineyard and seeing row 
after row of flourishing vines is a visually pleasant experience. Jesus speaks to the 
disciples and us that He is the true vine and we are the branches. He says that God looks 
for us to be fruit-bearing as we are grafted into our life-giving Lord. Through our worship 
together, we are nourished in fruitfulness by the Holy Spirit. 

WELCCOME 
Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, 

"I believed, and so I spoke," we also believe, and so we also speak, 
knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus 
and bring us with you into his presence.  (2 Corinthians 4:13-14, ESV) 

 PREPARATION  

HYMN #465          “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Eternal is the gift He brings, There-fore our heart with rapture sings: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Now still He comes to give us life 
And by His presence stills all strife.  Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; Set heart and will on things above 
That we conquer through Your triumph; Grant grace sufficient for life’s day 
That by our lives we truly say: “Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Adoring praises now we bring And with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The LORD takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
People: in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
Pastor: Taste and see that the LORD is good! 
People: Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him! 
Pastor: O LORD, how manifold are your works! 
People: In wisdom have you made them all. 
Pastor: May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
People: may the LORD rejoice in His works. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. Humble  
 yourselves then before God, confess your sins to Him, and implore His  
 forgiveness. 
People: O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess  
 to you all my sins and iniquities with which I have offended you. By  
 nature I am a sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed I have  
 often transgressed your Law. For this I justly deserve your present  
 and eternal punishment. For the sake of the sufferings and death of  
 your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and  
 contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of your  
 Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping  
 with true repentance. 
Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 
People: Amen. 
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Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,  
 and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of  
 the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                Page 204 

To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;  
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!  
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing –  
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King. 

To You, O solebegotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;  
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.  
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,  
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high. 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.  
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;  
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.  
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, you are the vine, and we are the  
 branches. Apart from you there is no life. By Baptism, you have grafted  
 us into your gracious life. Cause your Word to abide in us and make us  
 fruitful to the glory of your Father, who lives and reigns with you and  
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
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 WORD  

FIRST READING Acts 8:26–40 (Philip witnesses about Jesus to the Ethiopian official.) 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place.27 And he rose and went. And 
there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, 
who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was 

returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 And the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was 
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its 
shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 In his humiliation justice was denied 
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And 
the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 
this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along 
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What 
prevents me from being baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they 
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And 
when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.40 But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came 
to Caesarea. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

5:00                               “Open Your Ears, You Faithful People”                    Grades 6-8 

EPISTLE 1 John 4:1–11 (An exhortation to lives of Christian love) 
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.2 By this you know the Spirit 
of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4 Little children,  
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you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who 
is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the 
world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is 
not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of 
error. 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

CHILDREN’S SONG                “The Baa, Baa Song “ 

Refrain:  Baa, baa, He’s the Good Shepherd; Ev’rywhere I go He knows. 
Baa, baa, He is my Savior; I will follow where He goes. 

Jesus loves me, finds me cares for me, watches, saves me, leads back home. 
(Refrain) 

I was so lost, where do I begin?  He paid the cost for my sin.  (Refrain) 

I was so scared, storms would frighten me.  I will not fear, He’s with me.  (Refrain) 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 15:1–8    (Jesus says that He is the vine and His people are the 
branches.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may 
bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.  
4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide 
in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  
8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

HYMN OF THE DAY #691  “Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing” 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s sowing, May we ripen and increase,  
Fruit to life eternal growing, Rich in love and joy and peace.  

Laden branches freely bearing Gifts the Giver loves to bless;  
Here is fruit that grows by sharing, Patience, kindness, gentleness. 

Rooted deep in Christ our Master, Christ our pattern and our goal, 
Teach us, as the years fly faster, Goodness, faith, and self control. 

Fruitful trees, the Spirit’s tending, May we grow till harvests cease;  
Till we taste, in life unending, Heaven’s love and joy and peace.  

SERMON                           “Fruit From the Lips of a Believer”                   Acts 8:26-40 

CATECHISM  The Second Article 
Pastor: As we celebrate the risen Christ this Easter season, we now speak  
 together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding our Savior, the  
 Second Person of the Holy Trinity. 
People: And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  
 Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third  
 day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at  
 the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come  
 to judge the living and the dead. 
Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from  
 eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who  
 has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won  
 me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not  
 with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His  
 innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under  
 Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness,  
 innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives  
 and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.   
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OFFERING Offering plates will be placed in the narthex and by the elevator room 
for gathering at the end of the service.   

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. 
 Heavenly Father, you have grafted us onto the vine of your Son. Prune  
 us and cut off from us all sin and dead works, that we may always draw  
 life from your Son and produce the fruits of faith and good works. Lord,  
 in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Lord God, your only Son came in the flesh to bear our sin and be our  
 Savior. Protect us from all false teaching and the wayward ways of the  
 world.  Bless us to open our mouths to speak boldly of the hope you  
 have given us, confessing Christ to be our only true God and one who  
 brings salvation. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Father and Teacher of all truth, guide teachers and students of your  
 Word, that they may increase in understanding, faith and love for  
 Christ, the Lamb led to the slaughter in our place and risen from the  
 dead. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Almighty God, give health and guidance to our president and all in  
 authority, that they may serve honorably and in accord with your good  
 order. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Merciful God, you hear and answer your children in their hour of need.  
 Give aid to all who face illness, affliction, and difficulties in life,  
 especially Don, Judy, Nancy, Dorothy, Steve, Marilyn, Cindy, Jan, Louis,  
 Dawn, Carol, Debbie, Mary, Dennis, Diane, June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah,  
 Gladys, Shirley and Sarah. Grant that they would bear the burdens of  
 life with faith, ever looking to you, and so fix their hearts where true joy  
 is found. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.   
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Pastor:  God of comfort and hope, bless and be with Mike and Joann along with  
 the rest of the family and friends of Steven Sarff, who has passed from  
 this life.  Bless also Berta, LeAnne, and Steve and they remember the  
 passing of Bill one year ago.  Comfort them all with the precious  
 promises you have given us in Christ and fill them with hope through  
 the glorious resurrection from the dead and the life of the world to  
 come.  Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Giver of every good gift, we give you thanks for all your goodness  
 towards us, rejoicing especially with Gary and Wendy as they celebrate  
 their 46th wedding anniversary.  Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer.  
Pastor:  O God, you are love and reveal your love through your Son. Grant that  
 all who come to your feast of love may worthily eat of Christ’s body and  
 blood, so that whoever abides in this love forever abides in you, and  
 you in him. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and  
 abounding in steadfast love. Hear and answer our prayers for the sake  
 of Jesus Christ, and your saints shall bless you; through Jesus Christ,  
 your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 one God, now and forever.  
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen.   
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AGNUS DEI                 Page 210 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Wait for the usher to direct you to come forward. Those guests who 
desire to commune who are members of another LCMS congregation may do so; if you 
are coming from another church background, please see the pastor or an elder first.    

 
HYMN #680       “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” 

Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise 
Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread  
Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup  
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 

Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be  
Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth on bended knee  
Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry  
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest  
Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be  
Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war  
Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 

Musical Interlude 

Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise  
Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways  
Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least  
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light  
Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally  
Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee  
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.   
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 HYMN               “Savior, Thy Dying Love”   

Savior, Thy dying love Thou gavest me; 
Nor should I aught withhold, Dear Lord, from Thee. 
In love my soul would bow, My heart fulfill its vow, 
Some off’ring bring Thee now, Something for Thee. 

O’er the blest mercy seat, Pleading for me, 
My feeble faith looks up, Jesus, to Thee. 
Help me the cross to bear, Thy wondrous love declare, 
Some song to raise or prayer, Something for Thee.   

 

Give me a faithful heart, Likeness to Thee, 
That each departing day Henceforth may see 
Some work of love begun, Some deed of kindness done, 
Some wand’rer sought and won, Something for Thee. 

All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free, 
In joy, in grief, through life, Dear Lord, for Thee! 
And when Thy face I see, My ransomed soul shall be 
Through all eternity Something for Thee. 
Text: Sylvanus D. Phelps, 1816–95. Public domain 

 

HYMN #620  “Jesus Comes Today With Healing” 

Jesus comes today with healing, Knocking at my door, appealing,  
Off’ring pardon, grace, and peace.  
He Himself makes preparation, And I hear His invitation:  
“Come and taste the blessed feast.” 

Christ Himself, the priest presiding,  
Yet in bread and wine abiding In this holy sacrament,  
Gives the bread of life, once broken,  
And the cup, the precious token Of His sacred covenant. 

Under bread and wine, though lowly, I receive the Savior holy,  
Blood and body, giv’n for me,  
Very Lamb of God from heaven, Who to bitter death was given,  
Hung upon the cursed tree.    
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Musical Interlude 

God descends with heav’nly power, Gives Himself to me this hour  
In this ordinary sign.  
On my tongue His pledge receiving, I accept His grace, believing  
That I taste His love divine. 

Let me praise God’s boundless favor, Whose own feast of love I savor,  
Bidden by His gracious call.  
Wedding garments He provides me, With a robe of white He hides me,  
Fits me for the royal hall. 

Now have I found consolation, Comfort in my tribulation,  
Balm to heal the troubled soul.  
God, my shield from ev’ry tremor, Cleanses me from sin and error,  
Makes my wounded spirit whole. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we thank you for having fed us with your  
 life-giving food. Strengthen us through the same and help us to rejoice  
 in your mercies that we grow daily as fruitful branches of Christ the  
 Vine. Finally, in your mercy, grant us a portion with the saints in light  
 eternal. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with you and  
 the Holy Spirit are one God, world without end. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 
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HYMN #921         “On What Has Now Been Sown”  

On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow;  
The pow’r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow.  
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs;  
Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours.  
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

O grant that each of us, Now met before Thee here,  
May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear  
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
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