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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
“We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,
His power, and the wonders He has done.” (Psalm 78:4, NIV)
It is time to embrace the work at hand that, as our mission statement
proclaims, we lovingly and urgently proclaim Jesus as Lord, seeking to
disciple all nations. We have work to do! There is a world out there
lost in sin. The symptoms of a society becoming more godless are all
around us. If you don’t see it, you need to take another
The counsel of the LORD stands forever,
look!

the plans of His heart to all generations.
Psalm 33:11

It is time to be light and salt, for our Lord Jesus has spoken
about His followers that they are the light of the world and
the salt of the earth. He went on to say that if “salt loses its saltiness it is worthless!” We have work to
do; still others need to know of the love, the salvation, the cross and empty tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ
and the hope it brings.
I would like to invite you into the mission field and challenge you to make a difference in our world and
in our church for the sake of Jesus and His kingdom. I want to challenge you to pray. Pray for eyes
open to see the spiritual need all around you . . . and in the lives of people close to you. Pray for your
neighbors, for the clerk at the store, for the repair man where you drop your car off for an oil change.
Pray for the Spirit of God to give you boldness to speak of Jesus day by day . . . or at least tell people:
“God bless you.”
If you sense “urgency” in the previous paragraph, it’s because we have great a and urgent need in our
world for people to know Jesus. It is even in our mission statement: “. . . to lovingly and urgently . . .”
share the gospel and make disciples. It’s time to pray and speak and be bold. It is always time for God’s
children to be light and salt in a world of darkness and evil.
Almost a year ago we added a message to our digital sign: “St. Paul’s is a Family on Mission for Christ.”
That’s who we are called to be. Let us seek to live up to the high calling of our God. (Phil. 3:16) We
are St. Paul’s. We are Generations United in Mission. We are the children of God (1 John 3:1). “I
believed and so we speak,” declares our Easter verse. Why? “Salvation is found in no one else, for there
is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved!” (Acts 4:12) Let us pray
and seek to be salt and light for our generation and the generations to come.
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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Men’s Bible Breakfast – The Priesthood of All Believers
May 8 & 22 at 7:00am in the Fellowship Hall
Join us for men’s Bible breakfast. We are studying the New Testament reality that the apostle Peter describes as
the priesthood of all believers. In other words, we are studying what it means for us at St. Paul’s to be the
church, the called people of God. In this study we are looking at what a priest is, some LCMS history,
Christianity trends in America, and how we can be God’s hands and feet in our time. See you there!

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class
We are in the midst of the study of Paul’s letter to the Romans. There are so many important teachings in this
classic epistle penned under inspiration by the apostle Paul. You will grow in faith! You will grow in God’s
grace! You will find strength for the daily struggles in life and hope for the future. Why not start coming this
month?
We meet at 9:15a.m. on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall. During the month of May we will finish
chapter 6 and be working our way through chapters 7 and 8. Chapter 6 ends with these wonderful words: “For
the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Chapter 7 deals
very openly with the struggle with our sinful flesh and the battle that every sincere Christian faces every day of
their lives. Chapter 8 then moves forward with the declaration that there is “No condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus” and how we are now free to live the sanctified life. The following is the schedule for
May:
May 2: Romans, chapter 6
May 9: Romans, chapter 7
May 16: Romans, chapter 7/8
May 23: Romans, chapter 8
May 30: No Class as we enter into our summer schedule; class resumes in September
Hope to see you in class!

Thursday Morning Bible Class 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall
During the month of May, once we conclude our Bible study on healing the racial divide in America,
we will be diving into a series entitled: "Called." We
are looking into the Paul's words in the book of
Ephesians. See how you have been called by God
through the Gospel and can serve Him and your
neighbor each day! See you on Thursdays!
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Congratulations Confirmands
Sunday May 16th at our 10:30am Worship Service
Confirmation Questioning will take place Thursday May 13th at 6:00pm
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Ladies Guild

LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) Mite Box: The Mite Box is in the narthex. It is
placed out on the first weekend of the month. It is for use by anyone. Anyone can take a Mite
Box home and put coins or bills in the box. Just like the widows in the Bible. The money that is
received will be used to fulfill the grants that were voted upon by the delegates at the
conventions. These grants are for agencies all over the world. Thank you for participating.

Widows Lunch

All widows in the congregation are invited to lunch at 84th Classic Café (the old Johnny V’s) on
Wednesday May 12th at 11:00.

Quilter’s Patch

May 3 & 17 at 9:00am in the Fellowship Hall

From
the Elders:
On Sunday May 9th
after the 10:30
service, there will
be a small
gathering with
communion for
anyone interested.
Please call the
church office to
sign up.

When you are doing your Spring cleaning, if you run across things that are in
good condition but you no longer use, please make a donation to 3 in 1 Thrift
Store, which helps support our three Lutheran High Schools.
They are located at 3117 S. 108th Street.
Hours are Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm.
Thanks! – Carol Hoffmann
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MEMORIAL DAY
A DAY OF SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE,
FLAGS FLYING
TAPS PLAYED
TEARS FLOWING
AS WE REMEMBER AND HONOR
OUR FALLEN HERO’S
WHO FOUGHT AND DIED THAT
WE MAY BE SAFE AND FREE.
LET US THANK GOD FOR THE
MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE
STEPPED FORWARD TO SERVE AND
PROTECT, PUTTING THEMSELVES
HARM’S WAY FOR YOU AND ME.
THAT WE MAY BE SAFE AND LIVE
IN THE LAND OF THE FREE.
LET US REMEMBER THEM IN OUR
DAILY PRAYERS FOR GOD’S
PROTECTION UPON THEM.
ELAINE LEMKE

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break
forth into joyous song and sing praises! Psalm 98:4
What a JOY it has been to hear the singing in church,
especially this joyful Easter season! I am thankful for all the
volunteer singers and instrumentalists that have joined in
making a “joyful noise to the LORD” these past few months.
I pray you have been blessed by the additions of the
Evening choir, handbells, Praise team and student choirs to
our worship services. We pray the Lord continues to allow
these blessings into the future.
You are welcome to join our Praise Team OR share your musical gifts and talents in a service.
Please contact me, Michelle Prince, and join in praising the LORD with us.
Evening Choir and Evening Bell Choir will return again, God-willing, in September.
Praise Team - rehearsals - 1st & 3rd Wednesdays - 7 PM church balcony
Michelle Prince-- (414) 541-6250; michelle@splcwa.org ; 414-552-4938

5

A Visit to the Holy Land of our
Lord Jesus
In the year of our Lord, 2023, Pastor & Jo
Bender hope to make the trip to the Holy
Land. It would bless our hearts if some of our
brothers and sisters in Christ would like to
join us in this endeavor. If you are interested
in joining us, please send me an email at
harold@splcwa.org or give me a call at
church, 541-6250. We plan to have a
preliminary meeting sometime in Summer or
early Fall to begin plans.
May God grant us to make this journey and
bless our hearts to see the actual places on God’s earth where Holy History took place.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLTK_vX6NR9S0VJuxmk0PpA?view_as=subscriber
Subscribe to our channel! Watch our worship services and devotions!

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulwa/
Access Facebook for church and school updates, video announcements, school chapels, and devotions!

Visit our Website! www.splcwa.org
Support our ministry through online giving! Stay up-to-date on our activities!
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School Youth Ministry News
High School Youth Ministry News

Spring Barbecue!
WHEN? Sunday May 16th 3:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
WHAT? Food, Yard Games, Time in the Word
WHERE? The Rudig’s House!
12261 W. Verona Ct.
West Allis, WI 53227
*Please RSVP to Pastor Noah by Friday, May 14.*

__________________________________________________________
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

More information will follow in the summer months!
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Sharing God’s Bounty
Keeping Our Eyes on the Prize
If a runner in a race takes his eyes off his goal for even a fleeting moment, he risks losing his focus and,
along with that, the race. So it is with the Christian who must be diligent to keep his focus on his stewardship. If
he takes his eyes off his heavenly goal and directs them toward his possessions, his worldly aspirations, or his
temporal difficulties, he loses his focus and risks losing the race. The words of Paul provide encouragement for
us: “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13). Focusing on our Earthly
circumstances can lead us in two directions – both of them deadly! We may either find things of the world to be
so attractive, they become the prize toward which we strain, or we find things to be so dismal that we despair.
Our Chief Steward, Jesus, our Savior, focused on the prize. We are exhorted to follow his example: “Let us
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). Talk about keeping
focus! “Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart” (Hebrews 12:3). Talk about running a race! And he did it for us, “so that [we] will not grow weary and
lose heart.”
And look at the prize he won! He ascended into Heaven and now sits “at the right hand of the throne of
God.” Heaven is our prize, too – a prize beyond compare. Christ’s promise is this: “Be faithful, even to the
point of death, and I will give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10b). Should we falter, as we are certain to
do, we claim another of his promises: “The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it” (1 Thessalonians
5:24).

“I have learned to manage on whatever I have. I know how to be poor and how to be rich...
There is nothing I cannot master with the help of the One who gives me strength.”
-

St. Paul
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If you have an emergency and
need to contact one of the pastors,
here are their direct numbers:
Pastor Bender 1-217-779-7985
Pastor Noah 1-262-302-9575
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WELCOME: Caylee Violet Ferry
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