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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

The season of Lent is upon us.  Lent is a penitential season, where we seek to sincerely 

repent of sin and find our refuge in Christ.  Of course, we are to do that always.  However, 

it is a blessing to have a special focus at times on the call of God to repent of sin and find 

His grace and mercy in Christ.  During the season of Lent we have a more intentional 

focus on these teachings as we move to the joy of Palm Sunday and the sacrificial Passion 

of the Christ during Holy Week. 

The season of Lent is also a time to ponder the mysteries of God’s working out His plan of 

salvation.  It is indeed a mystery that Jesus, God’s only Son, took on human flesh for our 

redemption.  It is indeed a mystery that God would love us so much that He would 

accomplish for us what we could never accomplish in our sinful flesh.  It is especially a 

mystery that God could use the sinful actions of mankind as a part of His plan to bring us 

grace, mercy, forgiveness and eternal life! 

This will be our focus during the midweek services of the season of Lent.  About a week 

ago I preached on Joseph and his brothers and the amazing account of Joseph forgiving his 

brothers, weeping over his brothers, and embracing his brothers once again in love.  Joseph 

spoke some profound words: “You meant it for evil; but God intended it for good.” 

This is the theme for our Lenten journey to the cross.  Each Wednesday of Lent we will 

focus on a part of the passion of the Christ, looking in awe at how our God takes the sinful 

actions of mankind and works it for good.  God still does that today!  Of course, the 

pinnacle of this grand truth is found in the passion and cross of our Lord.  Growing in faith 

in these truths, we can face difficulty and evil with trust in our God.  Growing in faith, we 

will find ourselves asking our God to bring good out of the evil we face in our own lives. 

God is good, all the time.  Mankind, not so much!  God is good, all the time.  That’s why 

we come to worship Him each weekend and even twice a week in the season of Lent.  God 

is good, all the time.  He always tells us the truth, always leads us in the paths of righteousness, and His 

love for us in Christ never fails. 

Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, March 2.  It begins this beautiful, thoughtful, spiritual season of Lent.  

I hope that you will join us.  Dust you are . . . and unto dust you shall return.  This is true for each of us. 

“The wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Thanks be to God! 

In Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Bender 
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   “You Meant it for Evil, but God Meant it for Good” 

Lenten Sermon Series 

The Year of our Lord, 2022 

 

Joseph was one of twelve brothers, the favorite son of his father, Jacob, who 

was renamed “Israel” by God.  Joseph, as we heard just a couple of weeks ago 

had some “tough shoes to fill.”  He was blessed early in his life, but then faced 

the malice of his envious brothers and was sold into slavery in Egypt.  He 

went though many difficult days, but reconciled with his brothers at the end of 

the book of Genesis.   

 

“You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good,” are some of the words Joseph spoke to his brothers 

when they were reconciled to him.  These words form the theme of our Lenten journey this year.  We 

will look at different parts of Christ’s passion over the coming weeks, understanding that many things 

happened to Jesus that people certainly “meant for evil.”  Yet, God, our Father in heaven, He “meant it 

for good . . . for the saving of many lives.”  The weekly themes for Wednesday services are as follows: 
 

March 2 – Ash Wednesday 

“You Meant it for Evil, but God Meant it for Good”  

(Genesis 50:15-21; Luke 21:34-22:13) 
 

March 9 – Lent Midweek 1 

“He was Numbered among the Transgressors”  

(Luke 22:14, 24-38) 
 

March 16 – Lent Midweek 2 

“The Real Battle”  

(Luke 22:39-62) 
 

March 23 – Lent Midweek 3 

“When You See Blind Ignorance, What Do You Think?  

(Luke 22:63-23:1) 
 

March 30 – Lent Midweek 4 

“Faith for a Complicated World”  

(Luke 23:1-25) 
 

April 6 – Lent Midweek 5 

“That Day and Today”  

(Luke 23:26-43) 

 
               Each Wednesday in Lent at 10:00am & 6:00pm 
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Below you will find menus for this Lenten season. Join us each Wednesday 

at 4:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall for some wonderful food and fellowship 

before coming to our 6 pm church service. 

March 9: Pepperoni pizza casserole, garlic bread, tossed salad, ice cream 

March 16: Hot ham sandwich, macaroni & cheese, veggies & dip, scotcheroos 

March 23: Chicken rice casserole, green beans, bread & butter, chocolate cake 

March 30: Beef tacos, Mexican rice, refried beans, chips, rice krispie bars 

April 6: Spaghetti, garlic bread, tossed salad, ice cream sundaes 

Each week a kid friendly item will be served such as hot dogs or chicken nuggets. 

Milk, water, juice and coffee will be available each week as well. 

Menus subject to change if necessary. 
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You are invited to attend the  

Installation 

                                 of 

Pastor Joshua Grotelueschen 

as Associate Pastor  

at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church West Allis 

 

Sunday March 6, 2022 

2:00 pm 

 

After the service there will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

 Come and welcome our new Pastor.  

Gift Card Collection 

We are collecting gift cards as a “Gift Card Shower” to help Pastor G. get settled in our 

area. If you’d like to add a gift card to this gift, you may drop one off in the church 

office or send in a cash donation and we will buy the gift card. 



 

 

Men’s Bible Breakfast – The Letter to the Colossians 

Jesus is to be preeminent in all things . . . and it is imperative for the 

Christian to put him first especially in the way we live our lives!  In the 

month of March we will be working our way through chapter 3.  In this 

chapter we are called to put off our sin and be “clothed with Christ.”  His 

love, his characteristics, his Word of truth is to guide us day by day.  We are blessed and are a blessing 

to others when we put on Christ day by day.    

In March we gather on the 12
th

 & 26
th

.  All men are invited to join the group.  We meet a little before 

7am, eat a great breakfast prepared by one of the guys, have some good conversation and study God’s 

precious Word.  The 79
th

 street doors are open.  Come and bring a friend! 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 

We are moving toward the end of this grand book of the Bible with so many important truths.  During 

the month of March, we will finish up chapter 15 which deals with the hope of Christ to be shared with 

both Jews and Gentiles, both those who already believe and unbelievers.  We will also get into chapter 

16 which are some final personal remarks to the very real people who were part of the ancient church..  

We meet at 9:15a.m. on Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to come and grow 

in the grace and knowledge of Jesus and His Word of truth. 

Thursday Morning Bible Class: The Book of James 

In the month of March we will finish get into chapter 3, which has three different sessions.  There are 

wonderful teachings about living out our Christian faith.  We are the light of the world.  When we live 

according to the ways of Christ, our lights shine brightly in the darkness that surrounds us in the 

spiritual realms.  Hot beverages and baked goods and wonderful conversation fill the fellowship hall.  

Come and join this great group of Christian folks. 

               FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCLTK_vX6NR9S0VJuxmk0PpA?view_as=subscriber 

Subscribe to our channel! Watch our worship services and devotions! We will have worship 
services on-line for about 6 months and special services (Christmas, Easter etc) for 1 year.  

 
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulwa/    Access Facebook for church and school updates, video 
announcements, school chapels, and devotions! 

 

 

 

Visit our Website! www.splcwa.org   
Support our ministry through online giving! Stay up-to-date on our activities! 
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Widows Lunch 
All widows in the congregation are invited to lunch at Mo’s Irish Pub (Hwy 100 & 
Bluemound Ave) on Wednesday March 9th at 11:00am. Weather permitting.   

Quilter’s Patch 
Our group meets on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays at 9:00am until 11:30am.  Below are the 
dates during March and April we will meet.  You are invited to come join us….No sewing 
experience necessary.   

March 7th and 21st 
April 4th and 18th 

If you have any questions regarding the quilting group, please contact Dawn Ziolecki at 414-
841-6097 or via email at dzwolf2012@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 Steeple View 

An Independent Senior Community Embracing Christian Values  

414-525-5500  steepleview.org 

Come to an OPEN HOUSE: Friday March 11 from 2-4:00pm.  

Contact Cindy at 414-525-5500 or cindy@steepleview.org with questions or if you would like 

to schedule a personal tour of Steeple View.  
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A Report from the Board of Stewardship 

This past fall our Board of Stewardship sponsored a stewardship emphasis covering several 

aspects of the Christian’s responsibility when it comes to joyfully managing all of the gifts our 

God gives us in life.  We had hoped the report would have been in the January Herald, but due 

to many circumstances it comes a bit later. 

The stewardship emphasis concluded with the opportunity to bring in a commitment card 

regarding the desire to be intentional stewards of all life’s gifts.  A total of 77 people made 

formal commitments.  Here is the tally of those commitments: 

I Commit To Be Faithful In My Relationships 

I will pray for my family and loved ones regularly: 70 

I will invite back to worship people I know who have strayed: 58 

I will pray for courage to share my faith with others: 70 

 

I Commit To Be Faithful In My Spiritual Life 

Those 77 people committed to a total of 1330 minutes per day in personal 

Bible reading and devotion in prayer.  That’s an average of 17 minutes per person per day 

I will attend a group Bible study regularly: 30. 

I will faithfully worship at Church: 3.5 times per month on average. 

 

I Commit To Be Faithful In My Spiritual Life 

Members’ weekly commitments totaled $1,785 per week; yearly total of $92,820 

Members’ monthly commitments totaled $9,053 per month; for a yearly total of $108,636 

Members’ yearly commitments totaled $67,700 for the year 

Total commitment amounts for the year in all categories totals $269,156. 

Average of commitments per month: $22,429.67 

Average of commitments per week: $5,176.08 

A big thank you to the Board of Stewardship for their hard work.  We also give thanks to 
God for all who participated both in spirit and in the formal way of making a commitment. 
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The counsel of the LORD stands forever, 
 the plans of His heart to all generations. 

Psalm 33:11 

 

 

 

 

 

Instrumentalists - Would you like to add to Easter Worship on Sunday April 

17th?  We would love to add your instrument to our Easter songs. Thank you! 

Instruments will play for the Festival Worship services 9 AM & 11 AM. 

[A Vigil Service is Saturday Evening at 5 PM and a Sunrise service on Sunday 

at 6:30 AM - if you would like to play for either service, please contact Michelle] 

michelle@splcwa.org  414-541-6250    text: 414-552-4938 

 

Choir Cantata - 

Come join the choir on Thursday evenings-7:30 PM- in the church balcony, as 

we prepare a Cantata celebrating the life of Jesus and His walk through death 

and resurrection.  We will be sharing the Cantata on Saturday April 9th at the 5 

PM & Sunday April 10th at the  8 AM  worship service.  All voices are welcome! 

 

 

Other Music opportunities:  

Handbell Choir - Thursday evenings 6:10-7:10 PM- church balcony 

Praise Team - Wednesdays 7:00 PM prior to 2nd/4th Sundays of the month 

   Vocal or Instrumental Solos/Small Groups - Contact Michelle and play/sing for an upcoming 

service 
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Lutheran Schools Night – Milwaukee Bucks 
Friday April 1 at 7 pm 

LA Clippers take on the defending champion 
Milwaukee Bucks. Various seating and pricing 
available.  

Order tickets at: fevo.me/lutheranschools22    

Use promo code: school 

Ticket order deadline: March 18 

mailto:michelle@splcwa.org


 

 

 

 

 

With the new school year underway in Guatemala, it’s time for an update on our sponsored students. 

As you know, St. Paul’s congregation has been providing tuition assistance to 3 students since 2012. 

Sadly, due to family issues and poor grades, 2 of the 3 (Yeymi and Santos) are no longer in the 

program. Cristino continues to thrive, and will begin high school this year. He will choose a major area 

of interest that will tie into a career path. 

And, thanks to your generosity, we are able to sponsor 3 new students this year: 

Yovani Alexander lives in El Rincon. He will begin high school at a private school, studying technical 

drawing. He has been in the scholarship program for years, but needs additional assistance due to the 

cost of equipment and materials. He has two other sponsors.  

Nashly Yulisa is new to the Groundwork sponsorship program, although she has an older sister who is 

sponsored. Nashly is 9 years old, entering third grade. St. Paul’s will be her sole sponsor.  

Keny Abel is new to the program, and will be a high school senior. On his application, his mother 

wrote, “I come before you begging for help. I have a lot of need. My husband is a senior citizen. In this 

situation of the pandemic, they took his job away from him. My children need to finish their studies, 

and we do not have the money. May God bless you.” Keny has 1 more year of high school left, and 

with all the hard work he has put in, Groundwork wanted him to have the opportunity to finish school. 

We will be his sole sponsor.  

We should be receiving information cards on these students in the near future. Please consider writing 

them with encouragement and scripture, and pray for their success! 

 
 

         
 

                                  Set your clocks AHEAD      

                                 one hour when you  

                                 go to bed on 

                                 Saturday March 12th. 
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          Sharing God’s Bounty 
What Have I Done for Him? 

Lent is a season in the church year during which we particularly focus on the sacrifice Jesus made for us to pay 

the debt we owed for our sin. We know there is no way we can pay the debt ourselves.  Only the sinless Son of 

God could do that. We have access to heaven only by grace through faith in Christ Jesus.   

While we cannot repay Jesus for what he has done for us, his love does require a response.  Paul, speaking of 

our ministry of reconciliation, wrote, "For Christ's love compels us . . .” (2 Corinthians 5:14). We remain on 

earth to carry out the tasks which Christ left for us to do: to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick, 

and visit the prisoner, (Matthew 25:31-46).  James admonished us that “. . . faith by itself, if it is not 

accompanied by action, is dead” (James 2:17). We provide the funds that support our pastors, teachers, and 

missionaries. Again, we can quote Paul writing in 1 Corinthians 9:11-12. "If we have sown spiritual seed among 

you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from you? If others have this right of support from you, 

shouldn't we have it all the more?" Certainly each of us is addressed by the Great Commission:  "Go and make 

disciples of all nations . . ." (Matthew 28:19). The following words from Frances Ridley Havergal are a 

poignant reminder that Christ’s love and sacrifice for us require a response: 

Thy life was given for me, Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed 

That I might ransomed by, and quickened from the dead. 

Thy life was given for me, What have I given for Thee? 

And Thou hast brought to me Down from Thy home above 

Salvation full and free, Thy pardon and Thy love. 

Great gifts Thou broughtest me, What have I brought to Thee? 

We are saved by grace through faith for works. Let us pray for the desire to be good stewards of the gifts of 

salvation, health and wealth, and time and opportunity which God has given us that we might have a part in the 

furthering of God's kingdom. 

We need not give up the pleasures and luxuries of this life. God does not call us to be ascetics, but he does 

call us to a right sense of proportion in administering our substance. 

The question is: “If I have this for myself, then what should I do for God?” This is the question into which 

the whole matter of stewardship resolves itself. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St Paul’s Senior Youth Auction is back!!! APRIL 2, 2022  Many of you have helped to make past 

auctions a huge success and we know this year will be no different.  We are in need of donations, new items, 

services from businesses, gift cards, gift baskets, sports memorabilia, bottles of wine, tickets to events and 

more…  If you are interested in making a donation, items can be left with Mary in the church office. Please 

contact Stacey Kukor skukor77@yahoo.com or 414-550-5291 or Kelly Crist kcrist211@gmail.com or 414-

559-9122 if you have any questions.  We have a formal letter for businesses that may need it for tax 

deduction purposes (they are available in the church office or we can send them to you via email if requested) 

We would also love all of you to join us at the auction. Look for more information to come. 
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 Bowl-a-Thon was a Great Success! 

On January 30, about 15 of our youth and four adult leaders participated in our 

NYG bowl-a-thon.  We raised over $4,400, praise the Lord!  A couple of our 

youth and adults participated by getting pledges even though they couldn’t bowl 

that day.  Please now get those pledges collected and the monies to Pastor 

Bender.  Thanks to those who have already turned their money in. 

  

 Next  NYG Registration Payment Due Now 

We need to have the next $150 of registration money from each of the participants.  The total 

registration cost is $395.  If you paid $150 back in the fall, you could either pay the full $245 due 

or pay $150 now and $95 in late April.  If you have paid the full registration fee, you are all set.  

Please let Pastor Bender know if you need financial assistance.  

  

 NYG Family Group Meetings 

On Sunday, February 20, over twenty of our youth and adult leaders attended the first of five 

family group meetings.  We had a devotion on the theme of the gathering, pondering the 

Scriptures as “The Story of All Things.”  We also dealt with some practical items like clothespins 

for encouragement, our group mascot on a stick, and selling tickets for the upcoming auction.  

Our next two family group meetings are as follows: 
 

 Sunday, March 13 @ 2pm at St. Paul’s in the Fellowship Hall 
 

 Sunday, April 10 @ 2pm at Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

Please put these dates on your calendar and plan to attend!  These pre-gathering meetings are very 

important for our youth to get the most out of the NYG! 

 

 Sunday Morning Bible Study 

Every Sunday at 9:15am, youth gather in the library to study God’s Word and grow in faith.  Our 

sixth grade teacher, Danielle Jackson, willingly stepped up to lead in the absence of an associate 

pastor.  All High School youth are strongly encouraged to attend. 
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St. Paul’s Movie Night 

 “The Lion King” 

March 13 at 3:30pm 

Join us to watch the movie followed by a discussion of how themes in the movie 

relate to Christian views.  

Popcorn, refreshments, and a hot dog dinner will be provided at this event! 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

 

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent 

A very special time for you and me. 

Through the scriptures we may. Be 

With Jesus, remembering and reflecting  

all the events along the way, on His path 

to. Calvary. 

There isn’t enough thanks, praise or our 

Time to offer Jesus, what He has done for  

For you and me. 
Elaine Lemke 
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