
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
“Cross” Road 

March 11 & 12, 2023 
5:00pm & 8:00am 

________________________________________________________________ 

AS WE GATHER 
“Jesus Met the Woman at the Well” is the title of a traditional Gospel song 
first recorded in 1947 and made famous in 1964 through the recordings done 
by Ian and Sylvia, a Canadian folk duo, and Peter, Paul and Mary, an American 
folk trio. The words of the song recount the encounter of Jesus with the 
Samaritan woman. The woman was amazed that Jesus knew all about her 
complex and complicated life and still was willing to spend time with her. 
Jesus knows all about each of us and the road we are on—and yet He still 
remains with us and calls us His own. In worship, we spend a special time with 
Him. How blessed we are! 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper 
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  
For members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering 
at the table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal 
unity, and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.    

WELCOME 
Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
but let them not turn back to folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
that glory may dwell in our land.   Psalm 85:8-9. 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                      PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #609   “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”   

Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder  
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander!  
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing,  
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing.  
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;  
Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh  
In His arms that they may live: Jesus sinners doth receive. 

I, a sinner, come to Thee With a penitent confession.  
Savior, mercy show to me; Grant for all my sins remission.  
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression.  
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion:  
For these words I now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law I stand acquitted.  
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.  
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive. 

Jesus sinners doth receive; Also I have been forgiven:  
And when I this earth must leave, I shall find an open heaven.  
Dying, still to Him I cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.  

(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: I will bless the LORD at all times; His praise shall continually be in my  
 mouth. 
People: My soul makes its boast in the LORD; let the humble hear and be  
 glad. 
Pastor: Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name together! 
People: Those who look to Him are radiant, and their faces shall never be  
 ashamed. The LORD redeems the life of His servants; none of those  
 who take refuge in Him will be condemned. 
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Almighty God, we know and admit that we are sinners. We are  
 conceived and born sinful, and we add on to that burden of sin  
 throughout our lives by our heedless thoughts, careless words, and  
 loveless deeds. Indeed, we deserve your punishment now and  
 eternally. When we reflect honestly on our lives, we readily see that  
 we need repentance and renewal that can only come through our  
 Lord, Jesus Christ. Let us then make confession to our gracious God. 
People: Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought and in word and in  
 deed. You know too well our failings and our transgressions. Be  
 merciful to us and for the sake of Jesus, grant us your forgiveness so  
 that, as your redeemed people, we may find rest in you and with  
 refreshed hearts serve you in time and in eternity. 
Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive  
 you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of  
 the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be  
 gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways and bring them  
 again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold  
 fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through Jesus Christ, your  
 Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one  
 God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

5:00 BAPTISM SONG #590  “Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy”  

Baptized into Your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,  
I claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among Your saints, Your chosen host. 
Buried with Christ and dead to sin, Your Spirit now shall live within.  

My loving Father, here You take me To be henceforth Your child and heir.  
My faithful Savior here You make me The fruit of all Your sorrows share.  
O Holy Spirit, comfort me When threat’ning clouds around I see.  
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My faithful God, You fail me never; Your promise surely will endure.  
O cast me not away forever If words and deeds become impure.  
Have mercy when I come defiled; Forgive, lift up, restore Your child. 

All that I am and love most dearly Receive it all, O Lord, from me.  
Let me confess my faith sincerely; Help me Your faithful child to be!  
Let nothing that I am or own Serve any will but Yours alone. 

5:00 BAPTISM of Jordan James Flessert                                                          Page 268 

 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Exodus 17:1–7  (God provides water from the rock 
at Rephidim.) All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 
wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped 
at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people 
quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, 
“Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted 
there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you 
bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So 
Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me.” 5 And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you 
some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go.  6 Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 
shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And 
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the name of the 
place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and 
because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Romans 5:1–8  (While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.) 
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we  
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit  
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who has been given to us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps 
for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

5:00 ANTHEM                       “Sweet Are the Friends” 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  John 4:5–42  (Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from 
Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples 
had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 
is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have 
no dealings with Samaritans.)  10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and 
he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water?  
12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks 
of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 16 Jesus said 
to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have 
no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for 
you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What 
you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a 
prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem 
is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
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know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming 
(he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to 
her, “I who speak to you am he.” 27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled 
that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why 
are you talking with her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into 
town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can 
this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him. 
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to 
them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one 
another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My 
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. 35 Do you not 
say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your 
eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is 
receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 
rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I 
sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labor.” 39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because 
of the woman's testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And 
many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer 
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

                                            “Let Me Learn of Jesus”  AGPS #156 
Let me learn of Jesus; He is kind to me 
Once He died to save me, nailed upon the tree. 

When I go to Jesus, He will hear me pray 
Make me pure and holy, take my sins away. 

Let me think of Jesus; He is full of love, 
6  Looking down upon me From His throne above.    



 
SERMON HYMN #528  “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace! 

My gracious Master and my God, Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, The honors of Thy name. 

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, That bids our sorrows cease; 
‘Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘Tis life and health and peace. 

He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin; He sets the pris’ner free. 
His blood can make the foulest clean; His blood avails for me. 

Look unto Him, ye nations; own Your God, ye fallen race. 
Look and be saved through faith alone, Be justified by grace. 

See all your sins on Jesus laid; The Lamb of God was slain. 
His soul was once an off’ring made For ev’ry soul of man. 

To God all glory, praise, and love Be now and ever giv’n  
By saints below and saints above, The Church in earth and heav’n. 

SERMON                           “Grace at the Crossroads of Life”                     John 4:5-42 

(Rise) 
8:00 APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
(Be seated) 
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“CROSS” REFERENCE  
Pastor: In his letter to the Romans, Paul asks his readers, “Do you not know  
 that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized  
 into His death?” (Romans 6:3). As it was at work on the cross, the  
 grace of God is at work in Holy Baptism. In his Large Catechism,  
 Luther writes of Baptism, “So you see plainly that there is no work  
 done here by us, but a treasure, which God gives us and faith grasps  
 [Ephesians 2:8–9]. It is like the benefit of the Lord Jesus Christ upon  
 the cross, which is not a work, but a treasure included in the Word. It  
 is offered to us and received by faith.” English hymn writer Isaac  
 Watts captured that sense of an appreciation of the wonderful and  
 mysterious work of God in the crucifixion as he wrote the cherished  
 hymn, “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.” We sing as the offerings  
 are gathered: 

HYMN DURING OFFERING #425 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all! 

OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder 
located at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address 
and phone. After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in 
your pew, and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see 
names of those to greet after the service.  

(Rise) 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. 
A brief time of silence for personal petitions.    



Pastor:  Lord of hosts, you have brought us to dwell in your house and called  
 us to worship you in spirit and truth. Receive our praise and hear our  
 prayers, that we would leave this place satisfied with your living  
 water.  
People:  Having received the refreshment of your grace, move us to share it  
 with others at the crossroads of life.   
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, you led your ancient people by the hand of Moses and  
 Aaron. Lead us through the wilderness of this world by the hand of  
 faithful pastors, that we would be refreshed by the living water  
 flowing from the stricken side of Christ.  
People: Bless all your servants, pastors, teachers, missionaries, and other  
 workers in your church.  Bless especially our Together in Mission  
 partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family, that many souls may be  
 brought to faith.  
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, the harvest fields are ripe and we rejoice in the  
 furtherance of the Kingdom of Christ.  We especially rejoice as Jordan  
 James Flessert is baptized into Christ. 
People:  Bless Mark and Katey, his parents, to raise him in the faith and  
 encourage him in the nurture and admonition of our Lord Jesus  
 Christ.  
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, you lead your servants to serve when and where you  
 will.  We give thanks that you have led Deb Margrett to accept the  
 call to serve as our kindergarten teacher.  We continue to pray for  
 Zachary Zieschang as he deliberates the call to serve as our Director  
 of Parish Music. 
People:  Bless him, his current congregation, and St. Paul’s in this time, and  
 lead him to the decision pleasing to your will.    
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, you have made us righteous through Jesus Christ and  
 made peace with us by His cross. Help us to take up our cross and  
 follow on.   
People:  Lead us to embrace our suffering in faith, as they shape us in His  
 image, and prepare us to behold your glory in heaven. 
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, you appointed your Son to suffer on our behalf, that  
 we would rejoice in the hope of glory. Bless Rosie Pups and family as  
 they lovingly remember George.   
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People:  Make all Christian parents to stand in your grace, that they would  
 live faithfully for the sake of their families and urge them always  
 toward eternal life.  
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, bless the nations of the world, that both citizens and  
 authorities would seek justice, peace and the common good of all.  
People:  Lead us always to trust in Jesus, the King of kings, especially when  
 earthly authorities lead us in ways that cause us concern and  
 difficulty.   
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire  
 our prayers: Ardis, Noah, Joyce, Guy, Marga, Cheryl, Mike, Don, Pat,  
 Shirley, Tom, Jill, Paulette, Janet, Norma, Vern, Amy, Cathy, Cindy,  
 Vern, Dorothy, Helga, Carol, June, Jerry, Shirley and Sarah. Uphold  
 them in their time of affliction, giving them patience and  
 perseverance.   
People:  Surround them with your love in Christ and, according to your  
 gracious will, heal them.  
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, grant us safe haven at your altar, that we who feel the  
 pang of our sins and bear the weight of this troubled world and its  
 sorrows would find our refuge in Christ alone.   
People:  Restore to us the joy of salvation and grant us hearts to daily sing  
 your praise.  
Pastor:  Lord of hosts, you are the author and giver of life with all its blessings.   
 We rejoice with Dorothy Gundersen and Pastor Tom Hinz, as they  
 both celebrate their 99th birthdays this week.  
People:  Bless also Charlie Krause as he celebrates his 15th birthday. Grant us  
 all to rejoice in life and the family and friends our God provides for  
 us.  
Pastor:  Lord God, heavenly Father, to you all hearts are open and all sins are  
 known. Strengthen our hearts by your grace, that we who daily sin  
 much would make confession boldly and then joyfully receive your  
 precious word of absolution; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our  
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now  
 and forever.  
People:  Amen. 
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8:00 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day  
 our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                 Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #637   “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” 

Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink the holy blood for you out-poured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and himself the priest. 

He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 
To all believers life eternal yields;  
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 
And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
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HYMN #832                “Jesus Shall Reign” 
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  
Does its successive journeys run:  
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore  
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To Him shall endless prayer be made,  
And endless praises crown His head;  
His name like sweet perfume shall rise  
With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of ev’ry tongue  
Dwell on His love with sweetest song;  
And infant voices shall proclaim  
Their early blessings on His name. 

Blessings abound where’er He reigns:  
The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains,  
The weary find eternal rest,  
And all who suffer want are blest. 

Let ev’ry creature rise and bring  
Honors peculiar to our King;  
Angels descend with songs again,  
And earth repeat the loud amen. 

HYMN #431         “Not All the Blood of Beasts” 
Not all the blood of beasts On Jewish altars slain 
Could give the guilty conscience peace Or wash away the stain. 

But Christ, the heav’nly Lamb, Takes all our sins away; 
A sacrifice of nobler name And richer blood than they. 

My faith would lay its hand On that dear head of Thine, 
While as a penitent I stand, And there confess my sin. 

My soul looks back to see The burden Thou didst bear 
When hanging on the cursed tree; I know my guilt was there. 

Believing, we rejoice To see the curse remove; 
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice And sing His bleeding love.  



COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your great love for us  
 is beyond comprehension. We thank you for granting us peace,  
 pardon, and comfort at your blessed Table where we find  
 refreshment and renewal. Strengthen us through what we have here  
 received and keep us steadfast throughout our pilgrimage on earth,  
 bringing us to the eternal banquet in your kingdom. This we ask  
 through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on  
 you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and   
 give you peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #849  “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” 

   Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;  
   Praise the One who frees’ the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.  
   Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
   Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace. 

   Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
   Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
   Praise the One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;  
   From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

   Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.  
   Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.  
   Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;  
   Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one. 
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Mid-Week Lenten Services 
Wednesday March 15th  

10:00 am & 6:00pm 

“God’s Grace When We Want to Hide” 

Lenten Meal at 4:45pm 
Chicken Noodle Casserole, Salad, Dessert 

Hot dog meals will be available weekly, as well as 
coffee, juice and milk. 

 


