FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Now Is the Day of Salvation
June 19 & 20, 2021

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door,
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer.

AS WE GATHER
There is an immediacy in today’s Epistle. The Church was not looked upon kindly by
Jewish believers or the Roman Empire in Paul’s day. So, he asks his readers, then and
now, to not consider how others might evaluate them, but to focus on the spiritual
reality that lies beneath. Then they might see the current moment as another day of
salvation. He hopes that this will widen their hearts, that is, move them to let their faith
be shown in greater loving actions. The other Readings remind us that the God we have
come to trust is the One who created all things and is one with our Lord, who remained
in control of His creation even as He was determined to die within it for our sakes.

WELCOME
As for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believe . . . .
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
(2 Timothy 3: 14, 16-17)

 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #915
“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been.
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.
Today your gate is open, And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n.
Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits;
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home.
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(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father, Creator of all things.
People: The Lord asked Job, “Where were you when I laid the foundation of
the earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding.”
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: In the name of the  Son, Lord of all creation.
People: Jesus said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there
was a great calm.
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: In the name of the Holy Spirit, who graciously bestows faith.
People: We appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.
All:
Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Paul writes, “As servants of God we commend ourselves in every way.”
People: In our thinking, speaking, and acting, we have not commended
ourselves. Worse, in our sinful condition, we are bound to continue to
sin; we cannot help ourselves; forgive us.
Pastor: Then he writes, “You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in
your own affections.”
People: Indeed, we have failed to love you, O Lord, with all that we are and
have, and we have failed to love our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive
us.
Pastor: But then Paul writes, “Now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day
of salvation.”
People: Open our hearts, Lord of all creation, to recognize the forgiveness you
won for us, the protection You afford each day, and the strength you
provide that we may share your love.
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Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus, whom wind and sea and all creation obey, has taken
away the sins of the world. Because of His sacrifice for you within His
own creation, today is indeed the day of salvation. Today He tells you
also, “Peace! Be still!” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE #700 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into ev’ry troubled breast;
Let us all in Thee inherit; Let us find Thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts at liberty.

Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, All your might has come unraveled,
and, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me!

Sts. 2–3

Death, you cannot end my gladness; I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine.
There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise!

Come, Almighty, to deliver; Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never, Nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, Glory in Thy perfect love.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, daily you forgive the sins of all who call out
to you for mercy and blessing.
People: Now, on this day of salvation, assure us again that nothing in all
creation can separate us from you and your gracious promises;
Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
5:00 BAPTISM SONG #594 “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It”
God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity!
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5:00 BAPTISM of Emma Rose Allen
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 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:1–11 (God puts creature Job in his place.)
Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 2 “Who is this that darkens
counsel by words without knowledge? 3 Dress for action like a man; I will question you,
and you make it known to me.4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the
earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. 5 Who determined its measurements—surely
you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 6 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid
its cornerstone, 7 when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted
for joy? 8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb, 9 when I
made clouds its garment and thick darkness its swaddling band, 10 and prescribed limits
for it and set bars and doors, 11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and
here shall your proud waves be stayed’?

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 6:1–13 (No matter the circumstances, now is the day of
salvation.) Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace
of God in vain. 2 For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of
salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day
of salvation. 3 We put no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with
our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great
endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5 beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors,
sleepless nights, hunger; 6 by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit,
genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8 through honor and dishonor, through
slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9 as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10 as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything. 11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide
open. 12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. 13 In
return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S SONG

“ABCDEFG”

Hubert Mitchell

A B C D E F G, Jesus died for you and me
H I J K L M N, Jesus died for sinful men, AMEN!
O P Q R S T U, I believe God’s Word is true.
U V W, God has promised you,
X Y Z, a home eternally! (repeat song)
(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:35–41 (Jesus amazes the disciples by stilling the storm.)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
35

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other
side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And
other boats were with him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. 38 But he was in the stern,
asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care
that we are perishing?” 39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
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“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them,
“Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great fear
and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON HYMN #833

“Listen, God Is Calling”

(Leader)
Refrain:
Listen,

(Congregation)
listen, God is calling Through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, Comfort, and joy, joy. Repeat

Jesus gave His mandate:
That He came to save us

Share the good news
And set us free. Refrain

Let none be forgotten
In the triune name of God

Throughout the world.
Go and baptize. Refrain

Help us to be faithful,
Walking in Your precepts,

Standing steadfast,
Led by Your Word. Refrain

SERMON

“The Urgency of Salvation”

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

(Rise)
5:00 NICENE CREED
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were
made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
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Pastor:
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the
resurrection of the Dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.
OFFERING Offering plates are in the narthex and by the elevator for collection at the

People:
Pastor:

end of the service.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.
Pastor: Lord, God, we thank for your steadfast love and wondrous works to the
children of men. You hold power over wind and wave, sin and death.
Deliver us from every trouble and distress, and bring us at last to our
eternal haven. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: God of our salvation, you have ushered in the favorable time and day of
salvation through the sending of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Support all your
ministers, and remove all obstacles from hearing and believing the
Word they preach. Bless missionaries around the world, especially our
Together in Mission partners, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family and Rachel
Meyer. Let your grace be proclaimed through every hardship, struggle
and suffering, and encourage us by the promises and hope found in
Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord of the Church, we rejoice in the extension of your kingdom,
especially rejoicing with Kristen and Jack as their firstborn daughter,
Emma Rose Allen, is baptized into Christ. Bless her parents to diligently
raise her in the faith and grant all her family to grow in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
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People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
8

Heavenly Father, open wide the hearts of Christians to one another, in
our homes, our families, and our neighborhoods. Bless all fathers on
Father’s Day, and move them to lead their family in faithfulness. Let
love be genuine, speech truthful and patience constant. Let us our lives
reflect that we are known by God’s love and, therefore, unashamed to
serve one another. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Lord of all knowledge, you laid the earth’s foundations and set the
order of our universe. Bless all noble sciences that reveal knowledge
and the depths of your creation. Give students, professors and
researchers joy in their discoveries and humility before your majesty,
that at all times you may be acknowledged as the true God. Lord, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty God, all authority has its source in you. Give to our civil
servants respect and recognition of your almighty power. When they
use authority, let it be in accord with your good design for our world
and in accord with your will, for the good of all citizens. Lord, in your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Gracious Father, our world is passing away and we age and grow frail
over the years. Bless us to set our fears aside and trust in you for the
sake of Christ. Hear our prayers and teach us to trust in you fully. Give
your protection, healing, and peace to those in need especially Versa,
Don, Judy, Nancy, Dorothy, Steve, Marilyn, Cindy, Jan, Louis, Dawn,
Carol, Debbie, Mary, Dennis, Diane, June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah, Gladys,
Shirley and Sarah. Sustain them by your power and your promise. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of every good and perfect gift, we rejoice in all your blessings you
so abundantly bestow on us. Thank you for Vern and Norma
celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary in these days. Bless also
Elenor Spitzer as she celebrates her 97th birthday. Fill us with joy in all
your goodness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Holy Lord, we join with the sons of God and shout for joy as Christ gives
to us His true body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. Let us not doubt but
firmly believe your Words, trusting in your grace and presence for us
and for our forgiveness in this Sacrament. Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: These and whatever else you would have us ask of you, O God, grant us
for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
Pastor: On this Father’s Day weekend, that God would bless and guide all
fathers as they seek to provide love and support for their families, let us
sing “Our Father, by Whose Name.”

 SACRAMENT 

Pastor:

HYMN #863
“Our Father, by Whose Name”
Our Father, by whose name All fatherhood is known,
Who dost in love proclaim Each family Thine own,
Bless Thou all parents, guarding well, With constant love as sentinel,
The homes in which Thy people dwell.
O Christ, Thyself a child Within an earthly home,
With heart still undefiled, Thou didst to manhood come;
Our children bless in ev’ry place That they may all behold Thy face,
And knowing Thee may grow in grace.
O Spirit, who dost bind Our hearts in unity,
Who teachest us to find The love from self set free,
In all our hearts such love increase That ev’ry home by this release
May be the dwelling place of peace.
5:00 THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
AGNUS DEI
“Lord Jesus Christ, O Lamb of God”
Lord Jesus Christ, O Lamb of God, The world’s sin from us take away.
Lord Jesus Christ, O Lamb of God, The world’s sin from us take away.
Your gracious peace give us this day; Our trust in You we place alway.
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

(Be seated)
DISTRIBUTION Wait for the ushers to direct you to come forward. Those guests
who desire to commune who are members of another LCMS congregation may
do so; if you are coming from another church background, please see the pastor
or an elder first.
HYMN #623
“Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray”
Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray That we may feast on You today;
Beneath these forms of bread and wine Enrich us with Your grace divine.
Give us, who share this wondrous food, Your body broken and Your blood,
The grateful peace of sins forgiv’n, The certain joys of heirs of heav’n.
By faith Your Word has made us bold To seize the gift of love retold;
All that You are we here receive, And all we are to You we give.
One bread, one cup, one body, we, Rejoicing in our unity,
Proclaim Your love until You come To bring Your scattered loved ones home.
Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray: O keep us steadfast till that day
When each will be Your welcomed guest In heaven’s high and holy feast.
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HYMN #849 “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees’ the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace.
Praise the One who blessed the children With a strong, yet gentle, word;
Praise the One who drove out demons With the piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water To the desert’s burning sand;
From this Well comes living water, Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.
Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one.
HYMN #832
“Jesus Shall Reign”
Jesus shall reign where’er the sun Does its successive journeys run:
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.
To Him shall endless prayer be made, And endless praises crown His head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise With ev’ry morning sacrifice.
People and realms of ev’ry tongue Dwell on His love with sweetest song;
And infant voices shall proclaim Their early blessings on His name.
Blessings abound where’er He reigns: The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains,
The weary find eternal rest, And all who suffer want are blest.
Let ev’ry creature rise and bring Honors peculiar to our King;
Angels descend with songs again, And earth repeat the loud amen.
COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, who sent your only-begotten Son into
this created world as one of us, we thank you for the pardon and peace
you have graciously provided in this Sacrament. Strengthened thereby,
we ask that you enable us to open our hearts that the people we meet
may understand this favorable time, this day of salvation you make
available in your endless grace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, who made us; the Son, who
saved us; and the Spirit, who has worked faith in our hearts—be upon
you, this day and always.
People: Amen.
DISMISSAL
Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
CLOSING HYMN #837
Refrain

“Lift High the Cross”

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain
Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain
All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain
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O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain
Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain
So shall our song of triumph ever be;
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
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