The Monthly Herald

June & July 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Spring has truly sprung! The weather is getting much warmer (and muggier), trees have leaves again,
flowers are blooming (thanks to our gardeners who keep our church property looking so nice), and
there has been wonderful sunshine along with rain! What a wonderful time of year.
Summer is soon coming!! Our beginning of summer bash: cancelled. VBS: cancelled. Summerfest:
Postponed until September. Irish Fest, German Fest, and Luxembourg Fest: Cancelled. Wisconsin
State Fair: Well, we just don’t know yet… oops, just a few minutes after writing the previous
statement, State Fair was cancelled. Baseball is coming back in July!! No fans in the stands . . . at
least to start. Wow! What a change in the world we are experiencing, all due to a tiny biological virus
now known worldwide as COVID-19. Aren’t you already sick of hearing that term!!
Well, all kinds of things may be cancelled . . . but the love of God for us in Christ Jesus is eternal,
literally. Our world may be a bit topsy-turvy right now, but God is our refuge and strength, today and
always. We may be a bit unsettled, uncertain, perhaps even shaken, but we are receiving the kingdom
of God that cannot be shaken (Hebrews 12:28). Our earthly future is filled with all kinds of questions
and doubts, but in these times we find certainty in the “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” and you! (LSB
#761)

What would our Lord and God be wanting us to learn in these days? I think many things. Certainly
our God wants us to remember everything I wrote in the previous paragraph! Yet, there is still more to
learn:
 As many of us are disappointed and even depressed about worldly events being cancelled,
perhaps our God wants us to reflect on how much time, energy, and resources we often devote
to those things . . . and how those things can distract us from our devotion to and reliance upon
the almighty God.
 As we witness a world truly hurting and longing for certainty, perhaps our God wants us all to
realize how fragile life is, and to learn evermore to love and care for our neighbor as ourselves.
 As we experience much “loss” of all kinds in these days, I am sure that our God wants us to
realize how many blessings are still ours . . . earthly blessings, relationship blessings, spiritual
blessings.
I’m sure there is more to learn. So, let us seek the Spirit of God to comfort us, guide us, and lead us
into the future . . . and let us always fix our eyes on Jesus! (Hebrews 12:1-11)
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Bender
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
COVID-19 Issues for Church Activities
Due to the Supreme Court’s decision to overturn the extension of
Governor Evers Emergency Order to be “Safer at Home” to May
26, this left legal issues in the hands of local officials. As St.
Paul’s is situated in West Allis, Mayor Dan Devine is the local
leader we look to. He has allowed faith-based organizations to
direct how they move forward, continuing to have safety
precautions. We have begun with worship services with a
maximum of 50 participants to begin.
The following is a list of ways COVID-19 continues to effect the mission, ministry, and gatherings of
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and School:
 Worship services in groups of 50 have begun. We will have worship services on Wednesdays
(6pm), Saturdays (3:30pm & 5:00pm for at least the weekend of June 6-7), and Sundays
(8:00am and 9:30am). Church Council will reassess this on June 9. Watch for updates.
 Bible classes we hope will resume in the late summer. Watch the August Herald for
information.
 St. Paul’s 8th Grade Graduation: This event has been tentatively scheduled for Friday, July
10.
 The Voters’ Assembly took place on May 31 at 10:30am. We had nearly 50 people in
attendance and it was held in the church sanctuary. No overflow room was needed.
 Summer Office hours for the church will be Tuesday through Friday, 8:00am to noon.
 Offerings: For those attending church, we are gathering them at the end of the services. If you
are not yet attending, we appreciate you mailing them in or using our new online giving
platform on our website: splcwa.org.
 Online Worship: We will continue to record worship services for the weekend, recording our
Wednesday services and uploading them to watch on the weekend. These are aired on our radio
program at 8am and also a video is posted on YouTube, our St. Paul’s Facebook page, and our
website.
Activities still taking place:
 Widows’ Lunch: This gathering will resume on Wednesday, June 10, at Armeli’s restaurant. If
you would like to attend, please contact Judy Hurst (414-543-5839).
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Looking to the Future at St. Paul’s
Wow!! What an amazing, challenging past three months it has been, filled with joys, sorrows, and trials.
Yet, here we are. God has seen us through the past three months and He will see us into the future He
has for each and every one of us. The future in store is glorious, literally!!
In the meantime, we continue to pray for God to deliver us from this pandemic. We pray, we watch, we
pray, we hope . . . and then we pray some more. God is good, even when He makes us wait . . . and He
teaches us many things along the way, like patience and perseverance!!
As we persevere with patience (and we can all grow in that), we do continue to look to the future and
what it holds for us. As we look to the future, we rest in the never changing, unfailing love and
faithfulness of our God!! Nothing, not even a pandemic, can separate us from that!! (Romans 8:38-39).
Here is what we are looking towards during the summer months:
 Worship Services LIVE! May God bless you as you ponder coming back to worship services in
our Sanctuary. We will hold services on Wednesdays (6pm), Saturdays (3:30pm & 5pm), and
Sundays (8am & 9:30am). The weekend times are subject to change later in June or July. Please
watch your emails or check our website for those changes.
 Youth Servant Event Trip: It is currently scheduled for later July. A decision will be made in the
middle of June as to whether or not our youth will be able to attend.
 Voters’ Assembly Decisions: We look forward with anticipation and expectation at what our Lord
will accomplish through us as we move toward the hope of having both a playground for our
school kids and a parking lot to serve our members at large. Keep this in your prayers and be
ready to step up and participate in our upcoming capital campaign to get these things
accomplished.
 School Year 2020-2021: The School Opening Weekend is set for August 22-23 as we hope for a
wonderful celebration with our annual backpack blessings, Lord willing. The first day of school is
set for Tuesday, August 25. School leadership is considering options for instruction if regular, full
class, face to face instruction is not possible when school resumes.

Important June & July Dates
Father’s Day – June 21st
Independence Day – July 4th
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Widows Lunch

All widows of the congregation are invited to Armeli’s Restaurant 16201 W. National Avenue
in New Berlin on Wednesday June 10th at 11:00am. Please contact Judy Hurst (414-543-5839)
if you would life to attend. If you are not ready to come, we perhaps we will see you in July!

Ladies Guild

I hope that everyone is healthy and safe. God is in control. May He guard and protect us until
we meet again. – Ruth Miller

Quilter's Patch
No meeting dates are set in June. If you have any questions regarding the quilting
group, please contact Dawn Ziolecki at 414-841-6097 or via email at
dzwolf2012@gmail.com

Renewed in Christ Hope • Strength • Soar

"Thank You Pastor Bender and Pastor Noah for your many efforts
leading small group gatherings with communion, recording services
for online and radio, and the devotions in these recent months! Your
love and care for God's people at St. Paul's is a blessing and
we thank God for you!"
Love, from the Board of Elders
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High School Youth Ministry News
We hope that these months have been a time of learning, and joy in the midst
of a hard situation with COVID-19. We look forward to opening up youth
activities soon. Please be on alert for e-mails and text messages from Pastor
Noah about Youth Ministry in the summer!
You are missed!

ATTENTION: Attendees of the Summer Servant Event.
**We are still monitoring the activities of Camp Luther/ Keweenaw Base
Camp to determine if we are still going on our trip July 19-24. The camp has
shut down all activities for the month of June and we are waiting to hear about
the month of July. We anticipate a final decision about our trip in the coming
weeks of June.**
Thank You for your patience!
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Opportunities for YOU
to come join in praising the Lord through music
*Praise Team - Our group leads worship during Sept - May on the 2nd &
4th Sundays at 10:30 AM and June-August - selected Wednesdays at 5:00
PM

We NEED:

Bass player, guitarists, singers

*Evening Bell Choir - Our group meets on Thursday evenings 6:10 PM Sept - May. We play for worship services throughout the months we practice. If you are able to count, tap
your toes, we can help you learn how to ring a bell at the right time in the music. Come out and give it a try.
We hope to start up again in September.

*St. Paul’s Choir - Our group meets on Thursday evenings 7:30 PM Sept - May.

We sing for worship
services throughout the months we practice. If you enjoy praising the Lord through song, come out and give
our group a try. We hope to start up again in September.

*Instrumentalists - Do you play an instrument?

Would you like to play a song sometime for worship? Add
your instrument to a hymn or song? Accompany a choir piece? Contact Michelle and let her know if you can
help serve the Lord in this way.
Contact: michelle@splcwa.org or (text) 414-552-4938 or call: 414-541-6250 ext 3013

Dear Church Families,
Thank you to everyone who donated to help keep St. Paul's Lutheran Church and School a safer place
through your donations to our fundraiser, Panther Palooza. Your donations went beyond our hope!
Also, thank you to everyone who have been praying for us. You are a true blessing!
With the help of so many, $4,912 was raised to improve the security of St. Paul's and $300 will be
going to Lutheran World Relief to help families in other countries to hear the Good News of our
Savior.
Yes, there is so much to be thankful for! But first and foremost we thank our loving God who helped
us then, now and always. What a blessing He is!
God is good all the time!
All the time God is good!
The Faculty of St. Paul's Lutheran School and Church
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Pray About Everything
Call to me in times of trouble. I will save you, and you will honor me.
Psalm 50:15
Wow.
Never has there been a year for me where this passage has resonated so loudly in my ears. You might say
that this year has had its share of troubles. What started as an unexpected change in our schedules and a
few minor inconveniences, became a long-term, life-changing experience for kids, parents, and teachers.
Almost overnight, bedrooms, dining rooms and kitchens became offices and classrooms. In my house, our
spare bedroom became my wife’s office. Our kitchen became my workspace. Our dining room was taken
over by our son doing his homework. Unfortunately, for some, jobs were lost… Yes, call on me.
I want our congregation to know that through this entire COVID-19 crisis our St. Paul’s Faculty and staff
has not missed a beat. They have really stepped up to the plate. Partnering with parents, they made the
switch to on-line education virtually overnight and continued to move forward with quality instruction.
Laptops and Chromebooks were loaned out to families, lessons were recorded and streamed to students,
in some cases worksheet packets were put together for younger students.
As I like to say, our building may have closed, but our school never did!
This will be a busy summer as we plan for our reopening in August. There are many questions and many
things to consider as we look at this, and so many things are unknown and out of our hands. But rather
than worrying about anything, we will be trying to follow the advice of James chapter 5 and be praying
about everything.
I just want to say thank you to our Congregation for your unswerving support of our school through the
years, for remembering our school in your prayers, and for your financial support.
God’s Blessings. Remember to wash your hands!
Have a Blessed and a Safe Summer,
Jack Burkee, Principal
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Sharing God’s Bounty
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing…” Hebrews 10:25
The old song goes “Summer time and livin’ is easy.” Warm weather, vacations, no school, golf, tennis,
fishing, hiking, swimming, relaxing, less hectic schedules … all seem to define summer time.
Thankfully our Lord never takes a vacation from blessing us with his abundant love, gracious gifts, and
providential care. The Psalmist writes about our Heavenly Father, “He who watches over Israel will neither
slumber or sleep. The Lord watches over you ... the Lord is your shade at your right hand.” (Psalm 121:4-5).
The Lord’s care is ongoing. God never tires of caring for us.
Summer presents God’s people with numerous opportunities to be good stewards of his manifold gifts. We
care for the wonderful world God has given us when we are outdoors. We treasure the important relationships
we enjoy as we spend time with loved ones. Also, we use wisely the material blessings he gives us.
There is great temptation during the summer months to neglect the most precious of all our Lord’s gifts, His
holy Word and Sacraments offered in worship. As many other responsibilities are taken more lightly in the
relaxed atmosphere of summer living, so, too, are we tempted to take lightly the spiritual aspect of our lives.
Vacation plans and recreational activities often replace worship. And we diminish in the stewardship of our
Christian faith by letting worldly things take precedence over God in our lives.
In response to our Lord for his grace and mercy, may we place him first in all our summer plans and
activities, allowing adequate time for worship, Bible reading, meditation, and prayer. May we be good stewards
of God’s rich blessings. May we all continue to support the mission and ministries of our church with our
regular tithes and offerings given from thankful hearts, even when we are away from home.
With his thumb, a hitch-hiker says: “You furnish the gas, car, repairs, upkeep, and insurance; and I’ll
ride with you. But if you have an accident, I’ll sue you for damages!’
Sounds pretty one-sided, but one wonders how many hitch-hikers there are in churches and
organizations. Many seem to say: “You go to the meetings, serve on boards and committees, and take care
of the things that need doing and I’ll go along for the ride! If things don’t happen to suit my fancy I will
complain, criticize, and probably get out and hitch-hike with another group.”

SUMMER
SUMMER 2020 WE WILL NEVER FORGET,
HOW OUR LIFE STYLE SUDDENLY CHANGED;
DUE TO THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC.
‘STAY AT HOME ‘ ORDER
CHURCH SERVICES LIMITED TO SMALL GROUPS.
VACATIONS AND FAMILY REUNIONS ON HOLD.
GRADUATIONS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS
MUST FOLLOW NEW SAFE GUIDE LINES.
BUT LET US REMBER IN THESE TRYING TIMES,
THERE IS ONE THING WE CAN DO———PRAY.
ASKING GOD’S TO GUIDE US ALONG THE WAY,
FOR STRENGTH AND COMFORT.
LET US ALSO PRAY
THERE WILL BE A GREAT SPIRITUAL AWAKENING AROUND THE WORLD;
AS MORE PEOPLE REALIZE AND BELIEVE GOD
IS THE ONE AND ONLY ANSWER
ELAINE LEMKE
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Hearing Loop
We are happy to announce that a hearing loop system has been installed in the
sanctuary and in the south half of the balcony.
If you require hearing assistance, you may connect to this hearing loop system through
your own hearing aids, if equipped with Tele-coils. Set your hearing aids to the Telecoil setting and adjust the volume as desired.
If you desire hearing assistance, but do not have hearing aids or have hearing aids
without Tele-coils*, you may still connect to the system using a Loop Receiver.
Loop Receivers are available that can be used with available stereo headphones,
stereo ear buds or an ear speaker. Contact an elder or usher if you wish to use a Loop
Receiver.
We are thankful to all who have contributed towards the installation of the hearing loop
system.
* If you have hearing aids that are not equipped with Tele-coils, you may want to
contact your hearing aid supplier to see if Tele-coils can be added.
Ralph Conrad

For I am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 8:38-39
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