
NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
God’s Promises 

July 24 & 25, 2021 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
AS WE GATHER 
God’s promise of life in the rainbow summons us to hope in God. The apostle Paul urges 
us to discover and to know how real and firm is God’s love. Like the fearful disciples in 
today’s Gospel, we may have doubts of faith. But God’s Word assures us: “Take heart; it 
is I. Do not be afraid” (Mark 6:50). This causes us to stop our worrying and believe. Hope 
in God can calm you. The love of God can convince you. Here, now, at His mighty Word, 
your sins are forgiven, and you have hope, love, and life. We now gather before Him, 
our Creator, our Redeemer, and our loving God. 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper today, 
please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  For members, it 
is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the table.  For guests, it 
explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual 
preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.    

WELCOME 

"For you were called to freedom, brothers. 
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, 

but through love serve one another." (Galatians 5:13) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 

 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #907  “God Himself Is Present”   

God Himself is present: Let us now adore Him And with awe appear before Him, 
God is in His temple; All within keep silence; Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 
He alone On His throne Is our God and Savior; Praise His name forever! 

God Himself is present; Hear the harps resounding:  
See the hosts the throne surrounding.  
“Holy, holy, holy!” Hear the hymn ascending, Songs of saints and angels blending. 
Bow Your ear To us here; Hear, O Christ, the praises That Your Church now raises. 
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Fount of ev’ry blessing, Purify my spirit, Trusting only in Your merit.  
Like the holy angels, Worshipping before You, May I ceaselessly adore You.  
Let Your will Ever still Rule Your Church terrestrial As the hosts celestial. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Since the beginning of time, God has revealed His will to seek and to  
 save that which was lost. No matter how often we have entered the  
 gates of God’s place, whether often or rarely, because of sin, we are all  
 lost, on our own, and helpless. Let us therefore approach God in  
 humility to receive His forgiveness. 
People: O God, I believe in you; O Lord, I trust your promise to save me.  
 Forgive me for my sins in thought, word, and deed. Come to me,  
 though I am not worthy. Come to me with your promise, with your  
 touch of forgiveness, healing, help, and life. Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 
Pastor: God has come to you in grace and mercy. Upon this your confession, as  
 a called and ordained servant of the Word and by His authority, I forgive  
 you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the  
 Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                Page 155 

Refrain:      This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.   
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our Redeemer, according to your gracious promises  
 and gift of salvation, help us now in any anxiety or fear to believe in  
 your love and power to deliver us, and restore to us your gift of life;  
 through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns  
 with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 9:8–17 (The covenant of the rainbow) 
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant 
with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, 
the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of 
the ark; it is for every beast of the earth.11 I establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make 
between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 
generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 
the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living 
creature of all flesh. And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God 
said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and 
all flesh that is on the earth.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Ephesians 3:14–21 (Prayer for spiritual strength) 
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant 
you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in 
love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
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length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able 
to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work 
within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM                                      “The Coloring Song”   

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:45–56  (Jesus walks on water.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
45 Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other 
side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 And after he had taken leave of 
them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47 And when evening came, the boat was 
out on the sea, and he was alone on the land.48 And he saw that they were making 
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the 
night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 but when they 
saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw 
him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is 
I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And 
they were utterly astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their 
hearts were hardened. 53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret 
and moored to the shore. 54 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately 
recognized him 55 and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on 
their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, 
or countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might 
touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 
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CHILDREN’S SONG #588         “Jesus Loves Me”      

Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

Jesus loves me! He who died Heaven’s gates to open wide.  
He has washed away my sin, Lets His little child come in.  
Yes Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #537            “Beautiful Savior”   

Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! Truly I’d love Thee, 
Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky. 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor,Praise, adoration Now and forever-more be Thine! 

SERMON                “The Promise of God in Living Color”                     Genesis 9:8-17 

(Rise) 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.   
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 
OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
After you are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and 
return the book to the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names 
of those to greet after the service. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. 
 Eternal Father, O God our Creator and Redeemer, we thank you that  
 you have drawn us to yourself by the power of your Word and our  
 Savior Jesus Christ, our Lord. For your promises of life and salvation, we  
 give you praise and adoration as our God and Lord. Keep us in steady  
 faith in you, guide our steps in the ways of your life-giving Word, and  
 make us to be ever more your people of hope, love, and life. Lord, in  
 your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, as you strengthened your early apostles by your very  
 presence, so give strength and courage to church workers who continue  
 in your service to this day. Guard and protect them from the assaults of  
 the devil and bless their service in your Word and Sacraments. Lord, in  
 your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Almighty God, give your blessing and guidance to all in authority and  
 the service of government in our land and throughout the world. Cause  
 them to pursue righteousness and justice in all their dealings that we  
 may live in prosperity and peace. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Give healing and comfort, O Lord, to all who are in trouble, danger, or  
 illness, especially Steve, Kathy, Ray, Russell, Versa, Don, Judy, Nancy,  
 Dorothy, Steve, Marilyn, Cindy, Jan, Louis, Dawn, Carol, Debbie, Mary,  
 Dennis, Diane, June, Jerry, Shirley Sarah, Gladys, Shirley and Sarah  
 Sustain their courage and faith in your mighty care. Lord, in your mercy, 
People: hear our prayer. 
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Pastor: Heavenly Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is  
 named, as you preserved Noah and his family and brought forth new  
 life from the ark under the promise of your covenant, bless now our  
 families also. Make marriages strong and fruitful according to your will.  
 Let your Word rule in every home, uniting its members in forgiveness  
 and causing your Son to dwell in every heart through faith. Lord, in your  
 mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Lord of the Church, we give you thanks and praise for growth in the  
 kingdom of Christ.  We especially rejoice as Landon Hermann is  
 baptized into Christ this weekend. Bless his parents, Jordan and Lauren,  
 to raise him in the faith and grow with him in the knowledge of Jesus.   
 Bless and prosper all parents in their high calling of raising children.   
 Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: O Lord, do not allow our hearts to become hardened by indifference or  
 any frustration in this world. Give us understanding and courage to  
 sustain us in this valley of sorrows. Lead us to your blessed Sacrament  
 with repentance and faith, that eating your true body and drinking your  
 blood, we may receive forgiveness of sins and confidence according to  
 Christ’s New Testament. Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  
 your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom  
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our  
 daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those  who  
 trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us  
 from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
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PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                            Page 163 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION  

HYMN #542                      “When I Behold Jesus Christ” 

When I behold Jesus Christ, True God who died for me, 
I wonder much at His love As He hung on the tree. 

Refrain: What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this? 
 You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary. 
 What kind of love is this? What kind of love is this? 
 You showed Your love, Jesus, there To me on Calvary. 

For me You gave all Your love, For me You suffered pain; 
I find no words, nothing can Your selflessness explain.  Refrain 

You had no sin, holy Lord, But You were tortured, tried; 
On Golgotha there for all My sins You bled and died.  Refrain 

What love is this? Greater love No one has ever known. 
My life with God-This I owe To You, and You alone.  Refrain 

 
HYMN #821                          “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus” 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;  
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.  
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:  
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now;  
Alleluia! He is near us: Faith believes, nor questions how.  
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er,  
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”?   
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Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay;  
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day.  
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea  
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own;  
Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne.  
As within the veil You entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest,  
Here on earth both priest and victim In the Eucharistic feast. 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne;  
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone.  
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood:  
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 
HYMN #533  “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure” 

Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal, 
Alpha, Omega, Beginning and End; 
God-head, humanity, union supernal, 
O great Redeemer, You come as our friend! 
Heaven and earth, now proclaim this great wonder: 
Jesus has come and brings pleasure eternal! 

Jesus has come! Now see bonds rent asunder! 
Fetters of death now dissolve, disappear. 
See Him burst through with a voice as of thunder! 
He sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 
Lifts us from shame to the place of His honor. 
Jesus has come! Hear the roll of God’s thunder! 

Jesus has come as the mighty Redeemer. 
See now the threatening strong one disarmed! 
Jesus breaks down all the walls of death’s fortress, 
Brings forth the pris’ners triumphant, unharmed. 
Satan, you wicked one, own now your master! 
Jesus has come! He, the mighty Redeemer! 
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Jesus has come as the King of all glory! 
Heaven and earth, O declare His great pow’r, 
Capturing hearts with the heavenly story; 
Welcome Him now in this fast fleeting hour! 
Ponder His love! Take the crown He has for you! 
Jesus has come! He, the King of all glory! 

COMMON DISMISSAL 

(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
Pastor: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, you have given us a foretaste of the  
 feast to come in the Holy Supper of your Son’s body and blood. Keep us  
 firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day  
 of His coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the  
 marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end; through  
 Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #726   “Evening and Morning”   

Evening and morning, sunset and dawning,  
Wealth, peace, and gladness, Comfort in sadness:  
These are Thy works; all the glory be Thine!  
Times without number, Awake or in slumber,  
Thine eye observes us, From danger preserves us,  
Causing Thy mercy upon us to shine.  

Father, O hear me, Pardon and spare me;  
Calm all my terrors, Blot out my errors  
That by Thine eyes they may no more be scanned.  
Order my goings, Direct all my doings; As it may please Thee,  

10   Retain or release me; All I commit to Thy fatherly hand.  



 

Ills that still grieve me Soon are to leave me;  
Though billows tower, And winds gain power,  
After the storm the fair sun shows its face.  
Joys e’er increasing And peace never ceasing:  
These shall I treasure And share in full measure  
When in His mansions God grants me a place.  

To God in heaven All praise be given!  
Come, let us offer And gladly proffer  
To the Creator the gifts He doth prize. 
 He well receiveth A heart that believeth;  
Hymns that adore Him Are precious before Him  
And to His throne like sweet incense arise.  
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