
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Jesus Grew with the Favor of God 

January 4 & 5, 2020 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AS WE GATHER 
There is nothing in Scripture about Jesus’ growing up except what we hear today in 
the Gospel of St. Luke. Here Jesus makes His home within His heavenly Father’s 
house, discussing the Law and the Prophets with the teachers there, because they 
testified of Him. In the busyness of the family’s departure, Jesus is left behind. 
Though it might appear Jesus was disobedient, He is actually being obedient to the 
saving will and purpose of His Father in heaven, who sent Him to accomplish all 
things for our salvation. 

WELCOME 

 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his son, 
born of woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were under the law, 
so that we might receive adoption as sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5 ESV) 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
 PREPARATION  

HYMN #399             “The Star Proclaims the King is Here”  

The star proclaims the King is here; But, Herod, why this senseless fear? 
For He who offers heav’nly birth Seeks not the kingdoms of this earth. 

The eastern sages, saw from far And followed on His guiding star; 
And, led by light, to light they trod And by their gifts confessed their God. 

Within the Jordan’s sacred flood The heav’nly Lamb in meekness stood 
That He, of whom no sin was known, Might cleanse His people from their own. 

And oh, what miracle divine, When water reddened into wine! 
He spoke the word, and forth it flowed In streams that nature ne’er bestowed. 

For this Thy glad epiphany All glory, Jesus, be to Thee, 
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit evermore. 

(Rise) 
INVOCATION, CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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Pastor: The Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, 
People: in those who hope in His steadfast love. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination. 
Pastor: Merciful Lord, 
People: We poor sinners plead guilty before God of all sins: sins of  
 thought, word, and deed, of evil done and of good not done. We  
 have lived as if God did not matter and as if we mattered most  
 of all. We have not honored the Lord’s name. Our worship and  
 prayers have faltered. We have not loved God with our whole  
 heart, nor have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. We pray  
 the Lord to forgive us all our sins for the sake of Jesus Christ  
 and to grant us the Holy Spirit to amend our sinful lives and  
 live in the joy of our salvation. Amen. 
 

 
Pastor: Almighty God has had mercy upon you and has given His only Son  
 to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called  
 and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all  
 your sins in the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy  
 Spirit. May He who began this good work within you bring it to  
 completion on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

HYMN OF PRAISE               Page 155 

Refrain    This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,  
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:  
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.  
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, you have poured into our hearts the true  
 Light of your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth  
 in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 

 WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  1 Kings 3:4–15 (Solomon prays to the Lord for 
wisdom.)  And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 
place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.  At Gibeon 
the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall 
give you.”  And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this 
day.  And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David 
my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come 
in.  And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude.  Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between 
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” It pleased the Lord 
that Solomon had asked this.  And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, 
and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, behold, I now do 
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none 
like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. I give you also 
what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare 
with you, all your days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days.” And 
Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace 
offerings, and made a feast for all his servants. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.   
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EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14  (God has granted us wisdom in making known the  
mystery of God’s saving will, which He has made known in Christ Jesus.) Blessed  
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us 
in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all  
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In him we have obtained an 
inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in 
Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

8:00 ANTHEM                     “O Savior of Our Fallen Race” 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52  (Jesus goes to Passover in Jerusalem and remains 
behind to converse with the teachers in the temple.) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 
 And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom.  And when 
the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be in the group they 
went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives 
and acquaintances, and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were 
amazed at his understanding and his answers.  And when his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so?  
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Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said 
to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father's house?” And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And 
he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And 
his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated)   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON HYMN #410   “Within the Father’s House”  

Within the Father’s house The Son has found His home, 
And to His temple suddenly The Lord of life has come. 

The doctors of the Law Gaze on the wondrous child 
And marvel at His gracious words Of wisdom undefiled. 

Yet not to them is giv’n The mighty truth to know, 
To lift the earthly veil that hides Incarnate God below. 

The secret of the Lord Escapes each human eye, 
And faithful pond’ring hearts await The full epiphany. 

Lord, visit Thou our souls And teach us by Thy grace 
Each dim revealing of Thyself With loving awe to trace. 

Till we behold Thy face And know as we are known 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Coequal Three in One. 

SERMON                                 “Growing With Jesus”                            Luke 2:40-52 

(Rise) 
NICENE CREED  
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and  
 earth and of all things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord  
 Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His  
 Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of  
 very God,  begotten, not made, being of one substance with the  
 Father, by whom all things were made;  
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 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven  
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was  
 made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
 He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again  
 according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits  
 at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with  
 glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will  
 have no end. And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver  
 of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the  
 Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  who  
 spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and  
 apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission  
 of sins,  and I look for the resurrection of the dead  and the life  
  of the world to come. Amen. 
(Be seated) 

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our attendance book located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After 
you are finished, please pass the book along to others in your pew, and return the 
book to the center aisle. You may check the register to see the names of those to 
greet after the service. 

(Rise)  
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH   
Pastor: Let us pray to the Lord on behalf of His Church, our nation, the  
 causes of peace and justice, the needs of the sick, and all people  
 according to their needs. 

Brief silence 

Pastor:  O Lord, you granted Solomon wisdom and a discerning mind. Jesus  
 had the fullness of wisdom.  Give to your people wisdom from your  
 Word and a mind to discern truth from error. 
People:  Grant us to grow in knowing Jesus Christ and His truth, that we  
 may not depart from Him amid the winds of change and doubt  
 that challenge our faith. 
Pastor:  O Lord, you have blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the  
 heavenly places and cleansed us, that we might be holy and  
 blameless in Christ.     
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People:  Give us conviction and courage, that we may live faithfully and  
 be led by your Holy Spirit to love you above all and to serve  
 you with all that we are and all that we have.  
Pastor:  O Lord, you have made known to us the mystery of your saving will  
 and purpose in Christ, our Savior. Grant to us faithful pastors who  
 will preach this Gospel and administer in His name the Holy  
 Sacraments.  Bless the work of POBLO along with our Together in  
 Mission partners, Pastor Chuck Ferry and Rachel Meyer.  Empower  
 all who serve in your church.   
People:  Give to us willing ears to hear and hearts to heed the teaching  
 of your Word, and raise up those who will serve us as pastors  
 and church workers in all the days to come.  
Pastor:  O Lord, you set apart kings and governments to safeguard your  
 people. Bless, we pray, our president; the Congress; our governor;  
 our legislature; and all those who make, administer and judge our  
 laws.  
People:  Make them wise, and give them a discerning heart in the  
 pursuit of justice, peace between the nations, and protection  
 for the unborn and those unable to defend themselves. 
Pastor:  O Lord, your own Son grew from childhood into maturity filled with  
 wisdom, and your favor was upon Him. Grant to parents and the  
 children in their care the wisdom and courage to know you as  
 Savior and Redeemer and to gather regularly around your Word  
 and table.  
People:  Help us to form within our children the knowledge of and the  
 will to do all that is right and good according to your Word. 
Pastor:  O Lord, though the numbers of people are great, you know their  
 needs and show your mercy to each one. Give healing to the sick,  
 strength to the weak, peace to the troubled, consolation to the  
 grieving and comfort to the dying.  This day we pray especially for  
 Sydney, Diane, Dorothy, Marlene, June, John, Arlene, Jerry, Judi,  
 Nancy, Robert, Jonathan, Russ, Steve, Sharon, Bette, Nathan, Shirley,  
 Cindy, Bill, Katie, Herb, Sarah, Gladys, Shirley, and Sarah. 
People:  Encourage them by your presence through their trials and  
 grant them faith in your promise to grant the ultimate healing  
 of eternal life through the resurrection.  
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Pastor:  O Lord, until we enter everlasting life, you have given us your Spirit  
 as the guarantor of the inheritance to come. Guard us throughout  
 our days, that we may be faithful unto death and be raised on the  
 Last Day to enter into our eternal rest with those who have gone  
 before us. 
People:  Comfort Diane as she remembers Art on the first anniversary  
 of his entrance to heaven.  Through faith in Christ, comfort her  
 and all who grieve the passing of loved ones.  
Pastor:  O Lord, your servant Solomon stood before the ark of the covenant  
 and gave offerings of thanksgiving for your mercy.  
People:  Give to each of us a heart of gratitude, that we may receive  
 your gifts as a trust and use them well for the support of those  
 in our care, for the extension of your Kingdom, and for the  
 glory of your holy name.  
Pastor:  O Lord, as blessed Mary treasured all things in her heart, grant us to  
 ponder the blessing of Christ, that approaching the table of our Lord  
 we may be well-prepared to receive with repentance and faith His  
 flesh for the life of the world. 
People:  Grant us the peace of sins forgiven and the joy of eternal  
 salvation given through His cross and empty tomb.   
Pastor:  All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of your mercy,  
 trusting that you will grant to us all things needful and prevent all  
 things harmful to our faith, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
People:  Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy  
 kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  
 give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not  
 into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the  
 kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 SACRAMENT  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  
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THE PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                Page 163 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION Those guests who desire to commune who are members of 
another LCMS congregation may do so; if you are coming from another church 
background, please see the pastor or an elder first. 

HYMN #411  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart Lord Jesus. 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, We shall know the joy of Jesus. In 
Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.  
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
HYMN #723        “The Lord Is My Light” 

Refrain:  
The Lord is my light and my salvation,  
The Lord is the stronghold of my life.  
Since the Lord is my life, my strength, and my all,  
Whom then shall I fear? 
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There is one thing I ask of the Lord; To dwell in His house forever,  
To gaze on the beauty of the Lord All the days of my life.  Refrain 

Do not hide Your face, O Lord; Ev’ry day I will seek Your face.  
Though my father and mother may forsake me, The Lord will receive me. 
Refrain 

Teach me, Lord, and keep me on Your paths;  
Guide me, Lord, along a level way.  
I will gaze on the goodness of the Lord In the land of all the living. Refrain 

 
HYMN #617          “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 

O Lord we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,  
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.  
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish  
Our weak souls that they may flourish: O Lord, have mercy!  
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,  
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need: O Lord, have mercy! 

Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven.  
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;  
May this feast there-of remind us! O Lord, have mercy!  
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee  
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me. All our debt Thou hast paid; 
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mercy! 

May God bestow on us His grace and favor  
That we follow Christ our Savior And live together here in love and union  
Nor despise this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy!  
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;  
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity: O Lord, have mercy! 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
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(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. Give us grace, O Lord, that we grow up into maturity of  
 faith and bear in our lives the good fruit of your Spirit’s life within  
 us, no longer children blown about by every wind of change or  
 willing victims of temptation. Place within us the mind of Christ to  
 know what is good and right and the will of Christ to love the good  
 and to do what is right, to the glory of your holy name; through  
 Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on  
 you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  
  give you peace.      
People: Amen. 

HYMN #918                 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” 

Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, Pilgrim through this barren land.  
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.  
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Feed me till I want no more:  
Feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar Lead me all my journey through.  
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, Be Thou still my strength and shield;  
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious fears subside;  
Death of death and hell’s destruction, Land me safe on Canaan’s side.  
Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to Thee;  
I will ever give to Thee. 
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