FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Blessed Indeed
January 31 & February 1, 2026

AS WE GATHER

Many of the words that we use on a regular basis in our worship have a rich and
meaningful history that is often not well known.The word blessed or blessing
used in the liturgy and hymns of the church is derived from the Old English word
bloedsian, “to make something sacred.”This word, traced further back to an
ancient Germanic dialect, originally meant “to make sacred in marking with
blood.”That meaningful linkage is well reflected in the eighteenth-century hymn
text by English clergyman Joseph Humphreys, which begins: “Blest the children of
our God, They are bought with Christ’s own blood; They are ransomed from the
grave, Life eternal they will have” (LW 370:1).In his poetic text, Humphreys
echoes 1 John, where we read: “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us
from all sin” (1:7).We are blessed though the blood of Jesus to be the children of
God!As we pray with hymnwriter Humphreys: “With them numbered may we be
here and in eternity!” (LW 370:1).

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the
table. For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity,
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 3! but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 20:30-31

HANDSHAKES & HUGS

¥ PREPARATION =

OPENING HYMN #837 "Lift High the Cross”

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain

Let ev'ry race and ev'ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain

So shall our song of triumph ever be;
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: | will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever;
People: with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.
Pastor: For | said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in the heavens you
will establish your faithfulness.”
People: Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your faithfulness in the
assembly of the holy ones!
Pastor: O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O LORD, with your
faithfulness all around you?
People: Blessed be the LORD forever! Amen and Amen. Come, let us walk in
the light of the LORD.



CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly
Father.

People: Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We are
given to sinful thoughts, sinful words, and sinful deeds. We have
transgressed your law in many ways, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone.We have often been heedless of our calling
to follow in your ways. Because of our sins and our sinfulness, we
deserve your punishment now and for eternity. Gracious God, in your
mercy, forgive our sin and restore us to a full and joyful relationship
with you through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct our days by your
Holy Spirit that we may joyfully follow your will and gladly obey your
commandments as your redeemed people, bringing the brightness of
your light to the darkened world.

Pastor: Inthe stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it.

Be at peace.
People: Thanks be to God. Amen.
HYMN OF PRAISE LSB p. 155

Refrain: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Refrain

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, you know we live in the midst of so many
dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and
protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all
temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

(Be seated)

" WORD =

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 6:1-8 (God’s people are to come before Him in
humility.) Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice. ?Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the
LorD, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the LORD has an indictment
against his people, and he will contend with Israel. > “O my people, what have |
done to you? How have | wearied you? Answer me! * For | brought you up from
the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, and | sent before
you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. > O my people, remember what Balak king of
Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the
LorD.” ® “With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on
high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? ’ Will
the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul?” 8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (Christ is the wisdom and the power of God.)

8 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. *° For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom
of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.” 20 \Where is the
one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? ** For since, in the wisdom of God,
the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of
what we preach to save those who believe. ? For Jews demand signs and Greeks
seek wisdom, 2 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
folly to Gentiles, 4 hut to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the wisdom of God. % For the foolishness of God is wiser than
men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 2 For consider your calling,
brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many
were powerful, not many were of noble birth. ?’ But God chose what is foolish in
the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; 2 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing things that are, 2° so that no human being might boast in
the presence of God. ** And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became
to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, M50
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

5:00 CHOIR “Jesus Sat with His Disciples”
9:00 JR BELLS “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”
(Rise)

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1-12 (Jesus teaches about blessed living.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed
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are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. > “Blessed are the meek, for
they shall inherit the earth. ® “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. ” “Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall receive mercy.  “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

% “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10 “Blessed
are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.! “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you.

Pastor: Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN #712 “Seek Ye First”

Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness.
And all these things shall be added unto you! Allelu, alleluia!

Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, alleluia!

Man does not live by bread alone, But by ev’'ry word
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu, alleluia!

SERMON HYMN #842 ”Son of God, Eternal Savior”

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race,
You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead:
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.

As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live.

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give.
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea;
We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be.
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Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace;
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease.

By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain,

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain.

Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace,

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race:
By Your praying, by Your willing That Your people should be one,
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: Here on earth Your will be done.

SERMON “Foolishness For Unbelievers But Wisdom For All Believers”
1 Corinthians 1:18-31

(Rise)

OFFERTORY

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

(Rise)

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

(Be seated)

LSB p. 192

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located at the
end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. After you are
finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and return it to the center
aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to greet after the service.

(Rise)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
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Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Lord, you have called us to good works in our various vocations. Give us
courage that we might never be ashamed of Christ and Him crucified.
Grant us the courage to share our faith and boast in the Lord within
our callings.

God of all wisdom, you tell us plainly that the Word of the cross is folly
to those who are perishing, but it is your power to all who are being
saved.

Strengthen the faith of pastors and congregations, that they would
not turn to man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim Christ and Him
crucified.

Heavenly Father, you sent your Son as the Savior of the world, that all
the families of the nations might worship before you.

Bless the families of this congregation with your grace and protection,
that they might remember you in both joy and trouble and worship
before you forevermore.

Lord of all knowledge, we give you thanks and praise for National
Lutheran Schools Week this past week and the joyous activities for
teachers and students.

Bless our school, all the schools of our church body, and all Christian
schools everywhere to share Christ and his salvation for all.

O Lord of lords, you rescued your people from Egypt and confounded
Balak, king of Moab, for their protection. Resolve the conflicts in our
own nation and move all to respect those in authority.

Guide the decisions and actions of all earthly authorities, that your
people may live in peace and quietness.

Almighty God, when Christ returns in His glory you promise to wipe
away every tear from every eye. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and
deliver, according to your good and gracious will, those troubled by
sickness and affliction including Pastor Schumacher, Barb, Marlene,
Katherine, Zach, Carole, Kathy, Dan, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, Dorothy,



Janet, Jerry, Paula, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon, John, Debbie, Janice,
David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Guy, Jill, Cathy and Sarah.

People: Give them hope and peace in Christ, even as we rejoice with Nancy
Vogt in her healing and the love and care bestowed upon her.

Pastor: God of all righteousness, you command us to be holy as you are holy,
and you sanctify us with your Son’s body and blood. Prepare the hearts
of all who partake of the Sacrament today.

People: Bless us all to repent of our sin, trust in your promises and find our
righteousness in Christ alone.

Pastor: Holy Father, you know the way of the righteous. Preserve your people
from walking in the counsel of the wicked, from standing in the way of
sinners and from sitting in the seat of scoffers.

People: By your grace, move us all to delight in your Holy Word.

Pastor: All these things and whatever else you know that we need, grant us,
Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

People: Amen.

% SACRAMENT &

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, Lord our God, for you have had mercy on us
and have sent your only-begotten Son to be our Savior. Grant that we
may have a right sense of the joy of His presence in all the seasons of
our lives. Grant that we receive the body and blood of our Lord as the
guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in
your eternal kingdom. To you alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever.

SANCTUS LSB p. 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory,
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB p. 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN #848 “Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service”

Lord, whose love through humble service Bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken, Offered mercy’s perfect deed,

We, your servants, bring the worship Not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to your purpose Ev’ry gift that you impart.

Still your children wander homeless; Still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom; Still in grief we mourn the dead.
As, O Lord, your deep compassion Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love your Spirit kindles Still to save and make us whole.
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As we worship, grant us vision, Till your love’s revealing light

In its height and depth and greatness, Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens Your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving, Your abundant life to share.

Called by worship to your service, Forth in your dear name we go,

To the child, the youth, the aged, Love in living deeds to show;

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, Counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That your servants, Lord, in freedom May your mercy know and live.

HYMN #395 “0O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!

You shine with God’s own truth and light,

Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,
Our Lord and master, You have won

Our hearts to serve You only!

Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, All victorious,

Rich in blessing! Rule and might o’er all possessing!

Come, heav’'nly Bridegroom, Light divine,

And deep within our hearts now shine;

There light a flame undying! In Your one body let us be
As living branches of a tree,

Your life our lives supplying.

Now, though daily Earth’s deep sadness May perplex us

Almighty Father, in Your Son

You loved us when not yet begun

Was this old earth’s foundation!

Your Son has ransomed us in love

To live in Him here and above:

This is Your great salvation.

Alleluia! Christ the living, To us giving

Life forever, Keeps us Yours and fails us never!

O let the harps break forth in sound!

Our joy be all with music crowned,

Our voices gladly blending! For Christ goes with us all the way —
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!

His love is never ending!

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation! Exultation!

Tell the story! Great is He, the King of Glory!

What joy to know, when life is past,

The Lord we love is first and last,

The end and the beginning! He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place

Beyond all tears and sinning!

Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness!

We are yearning For the day of Your returning!

And distress us, Yet with heav'nly joy You bless us. “Blest the Children of Our God” (w370; 71+391; cw 394

Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure. Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood

Refresh our souls with heav’'nly food.
You are our dearest treasure! They are justified by grace, They enjoy the Savior’s peace;

Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us! O draw near us! All their sins are washed away, They will stand in God’s great day:
For you teach us God’s own love through You has reached us. With them numbered may we be Here and in eternity!

Blest the children of our God, They are bought with Christ’s own blood;
They are ransomed from the grave, Life eternal they will have:
With them numbered may we be Here and in eternity!
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They are lights upon the earth, Children of a heav’nly birth;
One with God, with Jesus one; Glory is in them begun:

With them numbered may we be Here and in eternity!
Text: Joseph Humphreys, b. 1720, alt. Public domain.

COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray. Blessed are you, heavenly Father, for you have once again
fed and nourished us at your Table through the body and blood of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. As your pilgrim people, strengthen and
support us so that we may continue to proclaim your love to all the
world. In this Epiphany season, keep before us the vision of the
brightness of your glory, and bring us at last to your eternal kingdom,
where you live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The blessing of almighty God—the Father, the *¥Son, and the Holy
Spirit—be with you now and forever.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #662 “Onward, Christian Soldiers”

Onward Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.
Christ, the royal master, Leads against the foe;
Forward into battle See His banners go!

Refrain Onward Christian soldiers, Marching as to war,
With the cross of Jesus Going on before.
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Like a mighty army Moves the Church of God;
Brothers, we are treading Where the saints have trod.
We are not divided, All one body we,

One in hope and doctrine, One in charity. Refrain

Crowns and thrones may perish, Kingdoms rise and wane,
But the Church of Jesus Constant will remain.

Gates of hell can never ‘Gainst that Church prevail;

We have Christ’s own promise, And that cannot fail. Refrain

Onward, then, ye faithful, Join our happy throng,

Blend with ours your voices In the triumph song:

Glory, laud, and honor Unto Christ, the king;

This through countless ages Men and angels sing. Refrain

Preacher & Liturgist Pastor Harold Bender
Lectors Dalen Heinzen
Organist Deaconess Carole King
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