SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
Called Saints
January 17 & 18, 2026

AS WE GATHER

People often speak about a person’s calling in life. They are describing a unique
purpose or vocation according to interests and talents. Often, trying to determine
a person’s “calling” or “destiny” is defined by some innate ability or giftedness
found within ourselves, something we were born with or somehow born to do.
Today we hear of God calling otherwise ordinary fishermen Andrew and his
brother Simon Peter. They were called by God through John the Baptist to follow
the Messiah, the Christ, Jesus of Nazareth. They were called to be disciples and
eventually to be sent on Christ’s mission as apostles. The prophet Isaiah says
even the Savior, the servant of the Lord, was called from the womb by God, “that
Israel might be gathered to Him,” and called “as a light for the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isaiah 49:5-6). Saul of Tarsus was
“called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,” and Saul, now named
Paul, reminds the church at Corinth and us that we are “called to be saints”

(1 Corinthians 1:1-2). This calling differs from merely surveying interests or
abilities within us; it comes to us from outside of ourselves, from the living God,
our creator and Redeemer. This calling comes from God to everyone. It is the call
of salvation, the divine call that transforms us from sinners into saints. Therefore,
this calling depends not on anything within us but solely and totally on the grace
and mercy and love of God.

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the
table. For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity,
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME

VERSE

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; 3! but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
John 20:30-31

HANDSHAKES & HUGS
¥ PREPARATION X

OPENING HYMN #606 “l Lay My Sins on Jesus”

I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God;

He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load.
| bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains
Clean in His blood most precious Till not a spot remains.

I lay my wants on Jesus; All fullness dwells in Him;
He heals all my diseases; My soul He does redeem.

I lay my griefs on Jesus, My burdens and my cares;
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares.

| rest my soul on Jesus, This weary soul of mine;
His right hand me embraces; | on His breast recline.
| love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord;
Like fragrance on the breezes His name abroad is poured.
(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: | will go to the altar of God,
People: to God my exceeding joy.
Pastor: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified
People: in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Called by God “to be saints together with all those who in every place
call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”, let us give rightful praise
and honor God, who calls sinners to repentance and bestows saving

2 faith in our hearts by His Word and Spirit. Behold, the Lamb of God!



People: Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, mercifully hear our
confession. We are sinners and have sinned against you. We have not
loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors
with our whole heart. We cannot free ourselves from our sin. Hear
our prayer of confession and let us hear your call and gift of
forgiveness, salvation, and life. Amen.

Pastor: Upon this your confession, |, as a called and ordained servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to you. And in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you all your sins in the name
of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE #550 “Lamb of God”

Your only Son, no sin to hide, But You have sent Him from Your side
To walk upon this guilty sod, And to become the Lamb of God.

Refrain
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, | love the holy Lamb of God!
O wash me in His precious blood, My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

Your Gift of love they crucified, They laughed and scorned Him as He died:
The humble King they named a fraud, And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain

| was so lost, | should have died, But You have brought me to Your side
To be led by Your staff and rod, And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of your people and
grant us your peace through all our days; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

(Be seated)
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9:00 BAPTISM SONG #590 “Baptized Into Your Name Most Holy”

Baptized into Your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
| claim a place, though weak and lowly, Among Your saints, Your chosen
host. Buried with Christ and dead to sin, Your Spirit now shall live within.

My loving Father, here You take me To be henceforth Your child and heir.
My faithful Savior here You make me The fruit of all Your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me When threat’ning clouds around | see.

My faithful God, You fail me never; Your promise surely will endure.
O cast me not away forever If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when | come defiled; Forgive, lift up, restore Your child.

All that | am and love most dearly Receive it all, O Lord, from me.
Let me confess my faith sincerely; Help me Your faithful child to be!
Let nothing that | am or own Serve any will but Yours alone.

9:00 BAPTISM of Eleanor Hazel Richardson LSB p. 268
% WORD &

OLD TESTAMENT READING /saiah 49:1-7 (The servant of the Lord)

Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD
called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. 2He
made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he
made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away. > And he said to me,
“You are my servant, Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”*But | said, “I have
labored in vain; | have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my
right is with the LorRD, and my recompense with my God.” > And now the LORD
says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to
him; and that Israel might be gathered to him— for | am honored in the eyes of
the LoRD, and my God has become my strength—°®he says: “It is too light a thing
that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back
the preserved of Israel; | will make you as a light for the nations, that my
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” ” Thus says the LoRD, the Redeemer
of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, the
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servant of rulers: “Kings shall see and arise; princes, and they shall prostrate
themselves; because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has
chosen you.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (God’s calling)

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother
Sosthenes, 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: *Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. *I give thanks to my God always
for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, *that in
every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge— ®even

as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— ”so that you are not
lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, ®who will
sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ?God is
faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

5:00 SOLO “You Knit Me Together and Called Me By Name”
9:00 BELLS ”Simple G/'fts” arr. Larry Sue

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL John 1:29—42 (Jesus calls the first disciples.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

®The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! **This is he of whom | said, ‘After me
comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’ 3| myself did
not know him, but for this purpose | came baptizing with water, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” ** And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from
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heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. *| myself did not know him, but he
who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” **And | have
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” * The next day again
John was standing with two of his disciples, **and he looked at Jesus as he walked
by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” * The two disciples heard him say this,
and they followed Jesus. * Jesus turned and saw them following and said to
them, “What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means
Teacher), “where are you staying?” * He said to them, “Come and you will see.”
So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day,
for it was about the tenth hour. ** One of the two who heard John speak and
followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. * He first found his own
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means
Christ). *He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon
the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter).

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

“Fishers of Men”
“I will make you fishers of men,
Fishers of men, fishers of men.
| will make you fishers of men
If you follow Me.
If you follow Me, if you follow Me,
| will make you fishers of men
If you follow Me.”

Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me,
Come unto Me, come unto Me”;
Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me,
| will give you rest.
| will give you rest, | will give you rest.”
Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me,

6 | will give you rest.”



SERMON HYMN #688 “Come, Follow Me,” the Savior Spake”

“Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, “All in My way abiding;
Deny yourselves, the world forsake, Obey My call and guiding.
O bear the cross, whate’er betide, Take My example for your guide.”

U

“I'am the light, | light the way. A godly life displaying;
| bid you walk as in the day; | keep your feet from straying.
| am the way, and well | show How you must sojourn here below.”

“My heart abounds in lowliness, My soul with love is glowing;
And gracious words my lips express, With meekness overflowing.
My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, To God | yield, on Him I call.”

“I teach you how to shun and flee What harms your soul’s salvation,
Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, From sin and its temptation.
| am the refuge of the soul And lead you to your heav’'nly goal.”

Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, And take the cross appointed
And, firmly clinging to His Word, In suff’ring be undaunted.
For those who bear the battle’s strain The crown of heav’'nly life obtain.

SERMON "A Most Important Question" John 1:29-42
(Rise)
OFFERTORY LSB p. 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

5:00 NICENE CREED

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
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He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And
He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and
the life ¥ of the world to come. Amen.

(Be seated)

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone.
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to
greet after the service.

(Rise)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Silence for a time of personal petitions

Pastor: We praise you, O Lord, for you declared it too light a thing that Jesus
should redeem only the tribes of Jacob and instead made Him a light for
all the nations.

People: Fill our hearts with joy that He is the Savior of all, and grant that our
voices may help spread your salvation to the ends of the earth.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, your Son, Jesus Christ, summoned Andrew and Peter
to follow Him and would later send them to bear witness to His name.
Bless all servants of the Word, especially our Together in Mission
Partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family.

People: Continue to call men into the holy ministry. Bless all who hold and
study for that office, that they would grow in all godly wisdom and
faithfully make known your Word.



Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Almighty God, you faithfully watched over the tribes of Jacob, providing
them both daily bread and redemption in abundant measure.

Watch over the homes of your people. Bless them with all they need
for this body and life, and preserve in them the faith that Christ is
their strength and their salvation.

Lord of the Church, we rejoice at the baptism of Eleanor Richardson,
who is baptized into Christ this weekend. Bless Michaela and Eric to
love her, nurture her, and raise her in the Christian faith.

Grant each of us to believe and cherish the sweet gifts of forgiveness,
life and salvation bestowed upon us in baptism.

Lord, guide and give wisdom to the nation and our president, the
governor of this state, and all judges and magistrates.

Protect those who serve us as firefighters, police, disaster workers and
medical personnel and all who serve and protect the citizens of our
nation.

Lord of life, you are the source of life for all, including the unborn
growing in their mother's womb. Bless and protect the lives of both
mothers and children and bring those in the womb safely into this
world.

Guard and protect the lives of those most vulnerable, the unborn, the
weak, and the elderly. Help us all respect and protect life from the
womb to the tomb.

Holy God, your Son became the Lamb of God to take away all of our sins
and infirmities by His death and resurrection. Remember all who are in
need of your help and healing especially Marlene, Katherine, Zach,
Nancy, Carole, Kathy, Dan, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, Dorothy, Janet,
Carole, Jerry, Paula, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon, John, Debbie,
Janice, David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Noah, Guy, Jill, Cathy
and Sarah.

Deliver them according to your merciful will, and preserve them in the
certainty that their sins are taken away.

Merciful Lord, you give us the precious body and blood of your beloved
Son for the forgiveness of our sins. Grant us faith as we approach the
Lamb of God in this Sacrament.
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People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

PREFACE

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Enable us to keep in holy hearts what we receive upon our lips. Send
your Holy Spirit to keep us in this faith and follow Christ Jesus until He
comes in His glory.
O Lord, our God, through your Holy Spirit you work in us to bring forth
fruits of righteousness.
Grant us a steadfast heart in times of duress, provide strength amid
temptation, and endow us with the grace of humility, that we may not
fall victim to pride and arrogance.
Almighty God, heavenly Father, grant that we who have celebrated the
incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, may die to sin and rise to new life,
that we may treasure up and ponder in our hearts the Christ announced
by your forerunner; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

M SACRAMENT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before
the foundation of the world you have made known to the nations in
your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature,
you have manifested the fullness of your glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying:



10

SANCTUS LSB p. 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

5:00 THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB p.
210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN #570 "Just As | Am, Without One Plea”

Just as | am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am and waiting not To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, though tossed about With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.
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Just as | am, poor, wretched, blind; Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all | need, in Thee to find, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am, Thou wilt receive, Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise | believe, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

Just as | am; Thy love unknown Has broken every barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, O Lamb of God, | come, | come.

HYMN #801 “How Great Thou Art”

O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hands hath made,
| see the stars, | hear the mighty thunder,
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed;

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades | wander,

| hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;

When | look down from lofty mountain grandeur

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain

But when | think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, | scarce can take it in-

That on the cross my burden gladly bearing

He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then | shall bow in humble adoration

And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” Refrain
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To God Be the Glory” wsar#ss

To God be the glory, great things he hath done;
so loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,

and opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he hath done.

O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,

to every believer the promise of God;

the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. Refrain

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;

but purer, and higher and greater will be

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Refrain

COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore you that of your
mercy you would strengthen us through the same in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and & give
you peace.

People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN #702  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Savior divine.
Now hear me while | pray; Take all my guilt away;
O let me from this day Be wholly Thine!

May Thy rich grace impart Strength to my fainting heart; My zeal inspire!
As Thou hast died for me, Oh, may my love to Thee
Pure, warm, and changeless be, A living fire!

While life’s dark maze | tread And griefs around me spread, Be Thou my guide;
Bid darkness turn to day, Wipe sorrow’s tears away,
Nor let me ever stray From Thee aside!

When ends life’s transient dream, When death’s cold, sullen stream
Shall o’er me roll,

Blest Savior, then, in love, Fear and distrust remove;

O bear me safe above, A ransomed soul!

Preacher Pastor Michael Schumacher
Liturgist Pastor Harold Bender
Lector Grant Gundersen, Debbie Nier
Organist Deaconess Carole King
Soloist Annalise Carson
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