
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
The Spirit-Marked Servant 

January 11, 2026 
__________________________________________________________________ 

AS WE GATHER 
All people are descendants of the first man, Adam. After the worldwide flood of 
God’s judgment of sin, Noah and his sons became the progenitors of all mankind. 
It was of the lineage of Shem (Genesis 11) that the man Abram was born. The 
descendants of Abram/Abraham were named Hebrews or Jews, after Judah, one 
of Jacob’s sons; this naming pertained to all of Israel after the Babylonian exile. 
To this day, they are referred to as God’s “chosen people” after the words of 
Moses: “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has 
chosen you to be a people for His treasured possession, out of all the peoples 
who are on the face of the earth” (Deuteronomy 7:6). They were chosen to be 
the lineage of the Messiah, the deliverer, the Christ. Faithful to His promise, God 
took on flesh “of the house and lineage of David” (Luke 2:4) as the incarnate Son 
of God and Son of Mary of Nazareth. Today we hear that divine promise in Isaiah 
42, identifying Jesus as God’s chosen servant. From the beginning, however, we 
are told He is not only to be King of the Jews alone but a light to lighten the 
Gentiles also. The great news is that He is the Savior of and for all people, the 
descendants not only of Abraham but also of Adam and Noah! By repentance of 
sin and faith in Christ, worked by the same Spirit that marked Jesus as the chosen 
one at His Baptism, now all who are baptized into Christ—Jew or Gentile—are 
the chosen people of God. Praising and thanking God for calling and saving us, we 
echo the Gospel to all people in the words of the Psalm: “Praise the LORD, all 
nations! Extol Him, all peoples!” (Psalm 117:1). 

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper 
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder.  For 
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the 
table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, 
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.  

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
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                                                “He Knows My Name”  Walker 

I have a Maker He formed my heart 
Before even time began My life was in His hand 

Chorus: He knows my name He knows my every thought 
       He sees each tear that falls 
               And hears me when I call                        

I have a Father He calls me His own 
He’ll never leave me No matter where I go    Repeat Chorus Twice 

CCLI Song #2151368 Tommy Walker 1996 Doulos Publishing (Admin. By Maranatha! Music) For use solely with the SongSelect Terms 
of use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License #1443048 

                                                     “Who You Say I Am” 
Who am I that the highest King would welcome me. 
I was lost but He brought me in. Oh, His love for me. Oh, His love for me. 

Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 

Free at last, He has ransomed me, His grace runs deep. 
While I was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me. Yes, He died for me. 

Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 
In my Father's house there's a place for me. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 

I am chosen, not forsaken. I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me. I am who You say I am.  

I am chosen, not forsaken. I am who You say I am. 
You are for me, not against me. I am who You say I am. 
I am who You say I am. 

Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 
In my Father's house there's a place for me. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 
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Who the Son sets free, oh is free indeed. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 
In my Father's house there's a place for me. 
I'm a child of God, yes I am. 

WELCOME 

VERSE  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
John 20:30-31 

HANDSHAKES & HUGS 
                                                       PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN #411  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart Lord Jesus. 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus. 
In Him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
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(Rise) 
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES  
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
Pastor: Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! 
People: For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the  
 LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Jesus Christ is God’s chosen one, who came and who comes again today  
 to call everyone to salvation from sin and death and who makes all who  
 are baptized in His name to be the chosen sons and daughters of God.  
 Marked by the sacred waters of Holy Baptism, let us receive God’s  
 assurance and promise of forgiveness. 
People: Almighty God, our dear Father in heaven, in Holy Baptism you have  
 marked us with the sign of the holy cross upon our foreheads and  
 upon our hearts to mark us as people of your choosing to be  
 redeemed by Christ the crucified. Open our eyes to your light of  
 freedom and forgiveness and to your calling of us to be your own  
 chosen people of your eternal kingdom. 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, the almighty God and Father of our Lord  
 Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit,  
 has forgiven you all your sins. God strengthen you with His grace to  
 lifeeverlasting. 
People: Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                  LSB p. 204 
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;  
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!  
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing – 
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King. 
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To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;  
O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.  
Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,  
Where You in pow’r are seated At God’s right hand on high. 

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.  
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;  
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.  
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply. 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan  
 River you proclaimed Him your beloved Son and anointed Him with the  
 Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their  
 calling as your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life;  
 through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,who lives and reigns with you  
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
(Be seated) 
                                                               WORD  

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah  42:1–9  (The LORD’s chosen servant) 
Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have 
put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry 
aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring 
forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 5 Thus says God, the  
LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the 
earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to 
those who walk in it: 6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will 
take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a 
light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners 
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD;  
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that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 
9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth I tell you of them.” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 (Dead to sin, alive to God) 
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By 
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of 
us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as  
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our 
old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to 
nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died 
has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died 
he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

(Rise) 
HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 3:13–17 (The Baptism of Jesus) 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.  
14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do 
you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is 
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus 
was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens 
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and  
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coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Be seated) 

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

                                                        “Fishers of Men” 
“I will make you fishers of men, 
Fishers of men, fishers of men. 
I will make you fishers of men 
If you follow Me. 
If you follow Me, if you follow Me, 
I will make you fishers of men 
If you follow Me.” 

Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me,  
Come unto Me, come unto Me”; 
Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me,  
I will give you rest. 
I will give you rest, I will give you rest.” 
Hear Christ calling, “Come unto Me,  
I will give you rest.” 

SERMON HYMN #594      “God’s Own child, I Gladly Say It”  
God’s own child, I gladly say it: I am baptized into Christ!  
He, because I could not pay it, Gave my full redemption price.  
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any  
That brought me salvation free Lasting to eternity! 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer: I am baptized into Christ!  
I have comfort even stronger: Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.  
Should a guilty conscience seize me Since my Baptism did release me 
In a dear forgiving flood, Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 
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Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ! 
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed.  
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, All your might has come unraveled,  
And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! 

Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ!  
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:  
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine. 

There is nothing worth comparing To this lifelong comfort sure!  
Open-eyed my grave is staring: Even there I’ll sleep secure.  
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising:  
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 

SERMON                       "The Blessing and Benefit of Baptism"          Romans 6:1-11 

(Rise) 
OFFERTORY                                                                                                          LSB p. 192  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen. 

NICENE CREED  
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all  
things visible and invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son  
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very  
God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,  
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came  
down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and  
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered  
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and  
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come  
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will  
have no end. 
 
 
8 continued 



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from  
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian  
and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and  
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 
Amen. 
(Be seated) 

SONG DURING OFFERING              “Sanctuary” 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary 

 Pure and holy, tried and true 
 With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living 
 Sanctuary . . . for You. 

God sent Jesus to be a sanctuary 
 Pure and holy, tried and true 
 Born of Mary to be a living 
 Sanctuary . . . for You. 

God sent Jesus, the glory of the Father 
 Sinless Savior, Lamb of God 
 Spirit descending, Father commending 
 Son of Man and Son of God 

Lord, prepare me to find a sanctuary 
 In Christ Jesus gift of grace 
 Christmas treasure, eternal pleasure 
 Died on Calvary in my place 

Come, Lord Jesus make me a sanctuary 
 Pure and holy, tried and true 
 With thanksgiving I’ll be a living 
 Sanctuary . . . for You. 

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and 
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to 
greet after the service.    
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(Rise)  
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all  
 people according to their needs. Heavenly Father, you have revealed  
 your Son to us in the wondrous Epiphany at His baptism in the Jordan.  
 So also you have revealed your name and blessing to us in our own  
 Baptism, declaring us your beloved heirs. 
People:  Grant that we may daily die to sin and rise to newness of life, living  
 with joy as your baptized children. 
Pastor:  Lord God, as you have opened heaven to your Church through Holy  
 Baptism, give her faithful teachers to proclaim your Son, Jesus Christ,  
 and all that accords with godliness, that many would repent of their sins  
 and join Him in His kingdom. 
People:  Bless all missionaries and church workers, especially our Together in  
 Mission partner, Pastor Chuck Ferry and family. 
Pastor:  O Lord, preserve the family, especially all Christian homes. Turn  
 husband and wife toward one another in love, equip fathers and  
 mothers for their duty as teachers of the faith, and preserve all children  
 in your grace. 
People:  Where there is conflict, bring peace and reconciliation, where there  
 are relationship struggles, bring harmony, where there is joy and  
 happiness, increase it all the more. 
Pastor:  O God, your Son, Jesus, is the Christ and the true King of this world.  
 Grant great humility to the rulers of the nations, especially our  
 president, congress, and judges, that they may serve with integrity for  
 the common good. 
People:  Bless them also to submit to the Truth of your Holy Word for the sake  
 of their own souls and for the good of your holy people. 
Pastor:  Almighty Lord, you sent your Son to serve your people and deliver them  
 from sin and death. Because we long for your salvation, bring us out of  
 our afflictions and uphold all those bruised in spirit especially Marlene,  
 Katherine, Zach, Nancy, Carole, Kathy, Dan, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn,  
 Dorothy, Janet, Carole, Jerry, Paula, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon,  
 John, Debbie, Janice, David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Noah,  
10 Guy, Jill, Cathy and Sarah.  



People:  Grant them healing, hope, and peace through faith in Christ. 
Pastor:  God of comfort and hope, bless and be with the family and friends of  
 Ellen Grace Curtis, who has passed from this life to glory. 
People:  Comfort them, especially her sister Nancy and sons Duane and Dale,  
 and give them all hope in the promise of everlasting life. 
Pastor:  Merciful God, in Holy Baptism you have opened the heavens to your  
 children. Grant that all those baptized into your Son would worthily  
 receive the heavenly feast of His body and blood in sincere repentance  
 and faith. 
People:  Bless all who come to the table with forgiveness, life, salvation, and  
 the never failing love of Christ. 
Pastor:  Lord God, heavenly Father, you manifested yourself with the Holy Spirit  
 in the fullness of grace at the Baptism of your dear Son. With your  
 voice, you directed us to the One who has borne our sins, that we may  
 receive grace and forgiveness. Keep us, we implore you, in the true 
 faith. Strengthen our faith by your Holy Spirit and lead us to everlasting  
 life and salvation; through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  
 forever. 
People:  Amen.                            
                                                             SACRAMENT  
PREFACE  
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  
 places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism your voice from  
 heaven revealed Him as your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit  
 descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ.Therefore with  
 angels and archangels and with all the company of heavenwe laud and  
11 magnify your glorious name, evermore praising you and saying: 

SANCTUS                                                    LSB p. 208 
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;  
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.  
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;  
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy  
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead  
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and  
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

AGNUS DEI                                                                                                            LSB p. 210 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;  
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

(Be seated) 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

HYMN #739                        “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  
Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, let me stand;  
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn.  
Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the light.  
Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near,  
When my life is almost gone, Hear my cry, hear my call;  
Hold my hand lest I fall. Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 
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When the darkness appears And the night draws near  
And the day is almost gone, At the river I stand;  
Guide my feet, hold my hand, Take my hand, precious Lord; lead me home. 

                                               “All Who Are Thirsty”  Brown, Roberts 

Verse: All who are thirsty, all who are weak, 
Come to the fountain.  Dip your heart in the stream of life. 
Let the pain and the sorrow be wash’d away 
In the waves of His mercy as deep cries out to deep 

Chorus:  We sing Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
    Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
     Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
    Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

Repeat song 
 

HYMN #405             “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” (Tune: #344) 
To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow’r and might. 

The Savior came to be baptized – The Son of God in flesh disguised –  
To stand beneath the Father’s will And all His righteousness fulfill. 

As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God, 
The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descended on Him from above. 

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound 
Came God’s own voice with words profound: 
“This is My Son,” was His decree, “The one I love, who pleases Me.” 

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight 
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all. 

Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

COMMON DISMISSAL 
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(Rise) 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,  
 who in loving-kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we  
 thank you that for His sake you have given us pardon and peace in this  
 Sacrament, and we ask you not to forsake your children but always to  
 rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled  
 constantly to serve you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who  
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

BENEDICTION  
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give  
 you peace. 
People: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN #537           “Beautiful Savior”  
Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man!  
Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee,  
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky. 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration  
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

POSTLUDE                                 “Good, Good Father”  
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