
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
The Noblest Work
February 7, 2026

__________________________________________________________________

AS WE GATHER
Although the work of composers of church music and writers of hymn texts are 
oŌen observed and even celebrated, the faithful and thoughƞul work of text 
translators is rarely noted. One of the most giŌed translators, whose work 
brought into English many historical and doctrinally powerful German hymns, 
was an Englishwoman named Catherine Winkworth. The contributors’ index in 
Lutheran Service Book (p. 1002) lists forty-six hymns included in the hymnal that 
she translated from the original German. Her chosen words have both beauty 
and depth of meaning. In the second stanza of Johann Mentzer’s hymn “Oh, That 
I Had a Thousand Voices” (LSB 811), she phrases the call to all powers to praise 
God with these simple words: “Your noblest work is to adore.” As we gather for 
worship and bring our praises in adoraƟon to our gracious God, we are fulfilling 
our purpose as the crown of His creaƟon. We are called in our worship to be 
joyfully carrying out the “noblest work.” It doesn’t get any beƩer than that!

RecepƟon of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper 
today, please read through the words of exhortaƟon in the fellowship folder.  For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual maƩers for gathering at the 
table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity, 
and proper spiritual preparaƟon to receive the Supper for your benefit. 

WELCOME
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 
wriƩen in this book; 31 but these are wriƩen so that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
John 20:30-31

HANDSHAKES & HUGS
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                                                      PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN #811  “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”
Oh, that I had a thousand voices To praise my God, with thousand tongues! 
My heart, which in the Lord rejoices, Would then proclaim in grateful songs 
To all, wherever I might be, What great things God has done for me.

O all you pow’rs that He implanted, Arise, keep silence now no more; 
Put forth the strength that God has granted! Your noblest work is to adore. 
O soul and body, join to raise With hearƞelt joy our Maker’s praise.

You forest leaves so green and tender That dance for joy in summer air, 
You meadow grasses, bright and slender, You flow’rs so fragrant and so fair, 
You live to show God’s praise alone. Join me to make His glory known.

All creatures that have breath and moƟon, 
That throng the earth, the sea, the sky. 
Come, share with me my heart’s devoƟon, Help me to sing God’s praises high. 
My utmost pow’rs can never quite Declare the wonders of His might.

Creator, humbly I implore You To listen to my earthly song 
UnƟl that day when I adore You, Together with the angel throng 
And learn with choirs of heav’n to sing Eternal anthems to my King. 

(Rise)
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
People: sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise!
Pastor: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!
People: All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises 

to your name.”
Pastor: Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard.
People: You have mulƟplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your 

thoughts toward us; none can compare with you!
Pastor: Full of splendor and majesty is His work,
People: and His righteousness endures forever.   
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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. Humble 

yourselves, then, before God; confess your sins to Him and implore His 
forgiveness.

People: O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to
you all my sins and iniquiƟes with which I have offended you. By 
nature, I am a sinful creature. In thought, word, and deed, I have 
regularly transgressed your Law. Too oŌen I have sought the easy 
road of ignoring the needs of others and considered only myself and 
my wants. For this I justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of the sufferings and death of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a penitent and contrite 
being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of your Holy 
Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with 
true repentance.

Pastor: God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith.
People: Amen.
Pastor: As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
Pastor: As God’s forgiven people, we join confidently in a sung prayer to our 

gracious God.

HYMN OF PRAISE                                           LSB p. 155
Refrain:   This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creaƟon: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. Refrain  
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SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O Lord, keep your family the church conƟnually in the true 

faith that, relying on the hope of your heavenly grace, we may ever be 
defended by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

People: Amen.
                                                              WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 58:3–9  (The brightness of the Lord’s light 
breaking forth.) ‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled 
ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your fast you 
seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. 4 Behold, you fast only to 
quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. FasƟng like yours this day will 
not make your voice to be heard on high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day for 
a person to humble himself? Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread
sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to 
the LORD? 6 “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every 
yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor 
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself 
from your own flesh? 8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory 
of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will 
answer; you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from 
your midst, the poinƟng of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 2:1––16  (Paul speaks and writes in and with the Spirit’s 
power.) And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the
tesƟmony of God with loŌy speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I was with you in 
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weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstraƟon of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power 
of God. 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom
of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7 But we 
impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is wriƩen, “What no eye has
seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared
for those who love him”—10 these things God has revealed to us through the 
Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For who 
knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So 
also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now
 we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 
we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreƟng 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.14 The natural person does not accept 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned.15 The spiritual person 
judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16 “For who has 
understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of 
Christ.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CHIMES                                      “Christ Be Our Light”

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL  MaƩhew 5:13–20 (Jesus calls His followers to be salt and light in 
the world.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. MaƩhew, the fiŌh chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its salƟness 
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under people's feet. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
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cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 
a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven. 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say
to you, unƟl heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from 
the Law unƟl all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN #712                                    “Seek Ye First”
Seek ye first the kingdom of God, And His righteousness.
And all these things shall be added unto you! Allelu, alleluia!

Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find,
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, Allelu, alleluia!

Man does not live by bread alone, But by ev’ry word
that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, Allelu, alleluia!

SERMON HYMN #425  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood.

See, from His head, His hands, His feet Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
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Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all!

SERMON                                “Let Your Light Shine”                          MaƩhew 5:13-20

(Rise)
OFFERTORY                                                                                                          LSB p. 192
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvaƟon, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. 
Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy ChrisƟan Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng.  
Amen.
(Be seated)  

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located 
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone. 
AŌer you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and 
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to 
greet aŌer the service. 

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all 

people according to their needs.
Give counsel and aid, O Lord, for your people cry to you in weakness 
and in need. Bless and prosper your Church according to your purpose, 
that she may be salt and light, giving bold witness to the redempƟon 
you have provided in Jesus Christ.   
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People: Let our lights shine brightly for Jesus, loving our neighbors and 
showing compassion to all in need.

Pastor: Bless our Synod, her congregaƟons and schools, her pastors, teachers, 
deaconesses, musicians and all her faithful servants. Bless all 
preparaƟons for the coming convenƟon this summer, especially those 
gathering nominaƟons for elected office.

People: Bless all who are preparing for full Ɵme service in Christ’s church. Send
laborers into your harvest and grant that they may be faithful and 
steadfast in their work.

Pastor: Good Shepherd, you call men to be shepherds of your flock, to preach 
and teach your Truth and lead people in paths of righteousness.

People: Bless our Call CommiƩee as they begin discussions with candidates for
senior pastor. Lead us by your Spirit to call the pastor you want to 
lead us in the future.

Pastor: O God, give your blessing to our homes, to husbands and wives, to the 
children in their care, and to extended family. Guide us to serve each 
other in love.

People: Make our homes places of blessing and peace where your Word is 
spoken, forgiveness is shown and love is demonstrated in word and 
deed.

Pastor: Holy God, according to your wisdom you establish rulers of this age for 
a Ɵme. Remember Donald, our president; Tony, our governor; and all 
those you have placed in authority, that they might fulfill their duƟes 
with wisdom.

People: Guide, guard and protect our first responders and all those with 
enforcement authority. Lead the people of our naƟon to respect 
authority as all authority comes from you.

Pastor: Merciful Lord, give healing to the sick, relief to the suffering, comfort to 
the grieving and peace to the dying. Bless and comfort Al and Stacey 
Weil as they remember Henry on his birthday. Bring healing, help and 
hope to all afflicted, especially Pastor Schumacher, Barb, Marlene, 
Katherine, Zach, Carole, Kathy, Dan, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, Dorothy, 
Janet, Jerry, Paula, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon, John, Debbie, Janice,
David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Guy, Jill, Cathy and Sarah.
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People: According to your will, deliver them from their afflicƟons, sustain 
them in their struggles and give them paƟence in their adversiƟes.

Pastor: Heavenly Father, in Christ your righteousness goes before us and your 
glory is our rearguard. Answer our pleas for mercy this day in the giŌ of 
Christ’s body and blood.

People: Prepare all those who commune to receive Him worthily and joyfully, 
going forth in faith and sins forgiven.

Pastor: Almighty God, endow us with the mind of Christ by the work of your 
Spirit, that we would treasure your giŌs and be empowered to discern 
all things according to your wisdom.

People: Fill us with your Spirit that we might walk in Wisdom all our days and 
live as salt and light.

Pastor: All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of your mercy. Supply us 
with all things needed and beneficial to us and to our faith, and keep 
from us all things harmful, that we may rest our fears in you and be 
granted a clear conscience and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

People: Amen.
  SACRAMENT 

PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: LiŌ up your hearts.
People: We liŌ them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all Ɵmes and in all 

places give thanks to you, Lord our God, for you have graciously blessed
us through the Word Incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came in the 
flesh and for our sake died on the cross and rose from the dead to put 
an end to death. Rejoicing in our BapƟsm, which creates faith in our 
hearts and daily renews us, we fulfill the noble work of praising you and
magnifying your holy name. With joy, we join in the unending adoraƟon

9 of the angels and archangels and all the company of heaven.

SANCTUS       LSB p. 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

AGNUS DEI       LSB p. 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

(Be seated)  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN #806                       “Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”

Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy one, 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son. 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, Give thanks to the Holy one, 
Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ His Son.
And now let the weak say “I am strong.” Let the poor say “I am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us.
And now let the weak say “I am strong,” Let the poor say “I am rich,”
Because of what the Lord has done for us. (Repeat Song)
Ending: Give thanks, give thanks.
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HYMN #435                  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 
Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, Sinners, ruined by the fall;
Here a pure and healing fountain Flows for you, for me, for all,
In a full, perpetual Ɵde, Opened when our Savior died.

Come in poverty and meanness, Come defiled, without, within;
From infecƟon  and uncleanness, From the leprosy of sin,
Wash your robes and make them white; Ye shall walk with God in light.

Come in sorrow and contriƟon, Wounded, impotent, and blind;
Here the guilty, free remission, Here the troubled, peace may find.
Health this fountain will restore; They that drink shall thirst no more.

They that drink shall live forever; ‘Tis a soul renewing flood.
God is faithful; God will never Break His covenant of blood,
Signed when our Redeemer died, Sealed when He was glorified.

HYMN #782           “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”
Gracious God, You send great blessings New each morning all our days. 
For Your mercies never ending, For Your love we offer praise. 

Refrain: Lord, we pray that we, Your people Who giŌs Your unnumbered claim, 
  Through sharing of Your blessings May bring glory to Your name.

By Your Word You formed creaƟon Filled with creatures large and small; 
As we tend that endless treasure May our care encircle all. Refrain

In His earthly life, our Savior Knew the care of faithful friends; 
May our deeds of dedicaƟon Offer love that never ends.  Refrain 

Heav’nly Father, may our caring Bear the imprint of Your grace; 
With the Son and Holy Spirit, Praise be Yours in ev’ry place! Refrain 

COMMON DISMISSAL
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(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, we bless you for having fed us with your 

life-giving food. Strengthen us through the same; help us to rejoice in 
your mercies that we may grow daily and reach out with your love in 
every situaƟon. Finally, in your mercy, grant us a porƟon with the saints 
in light eternal. This we ask through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with 
you and the Holy Spirit are one God, world without end.

People: Amen.

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: Amen.

CLOSING  HYMN #924  “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”
Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness.

Thanks we give and adoraƟon For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvaƟon In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful To Your truth may we be found.

Savior, when Your love shall call us From our struggling pilgrim way.
Let not fear of death appall us, Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever Reign with You in endless day.

Preacher & Liturgist           Pastor Harold Bender
Lector                                       Elisabeth Matusewic
Organist         Deaconess Carole King
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