FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
A Son and Heir of God
December 27 & 28, 2025

AS WE GATHER

To the rest of the world, we are simply people with a different faith, but we have
an identity that is unique: We are God’s children, calling out to Him, “Abbal!
Father!” As He did with our forebears, we hear in the Old Testament Reading, He
remembers His covenant. Even when danger threatens, as it did for the holy
family, He is with us to protect and guide us. In fact, we are not only God’s
children; with Jesus, His only-begotten Son, we are also heirs of the promise,
which He kept for us. That is merry news indeed!

Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the
table. For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity,
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.

WELCOME

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman,
born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4-5

HANDSHAKES & HUGS
¥ PREPARATION =

OPENING HYMN #367 “Angels From the Realms of Glory”

Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story, Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Refrain Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

Shepherds in the field abiding, Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain
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Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations, Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain

Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear. Refrain

(Rise) All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising To the eternal Three in One. Refrain

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION

Pastor: O Lord God, we confess that although we usually prepare for, as Paul
put it, “the fullness of time,” that is not true in our personal lives.

People: Forgive our impatience for taking matters into our own hands, forgive
our not trusting that you are in control of all things, and forgive our
failing to acknowledge you above all else.

Pastor: We confess, O Lord, that unlike obedient Joseph, we have not always
listened to your commands and instructions.

People: Forgive our desire to be in control, forgive our avoiding difficult
decisions, and forgive our thinking that we are able to arrange all
things for our own benefit.

Pastor: We confess, O Lord, that we have kept our faith to ourselves.

People: Forgive us for not sharing with others the Good News of Christmas,
forgive our failure to ask you for guidance each day, and forgive our
seeking to be like everyone else, rather than trusting you.

Pastor: Forgiveness has been won for you! The babe born in Bethlehem is the
only-begotten Son of God and your elder Brother. The Spirit urges you
to cry, “Abba! Father!” As an ordained servant of Christ, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the "Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



HYMN OF PRAISE LSB p. 204
To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless you, Father; Your holy name, we sing —
Our thanks for your great glory, Lord God, our Heav’nly King.

To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray;

O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away.

Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry,

Where You in pow’r are seated At God'’s right hand on high.

For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever, Be worshipped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit Alone are Lord Most High.
In God the Father’s glory. “Amen!” our glad reply.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, you wonderfully created
us and in the incarnation of your Son yet more wondrously restored our
human nature.

People: Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us;

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

(Be seated)

® WORD =

OLD TESTAMENT READING /saiah 63:7—-14 (Although the Israelites have rebelled,
God will help them.) | will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the praises of
the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted us, and the great goodness to
the house of Israel that he has granted them according to his compassion,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love. ® For he said, “Surely they are
my people, children who will not deal falsely.” And he became their Savior. °In all
their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them; in his
love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the
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days of old. ° But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to
be their enemy, and himself fought against them. ! Then he remembered the
days of old, of Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up out of
the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of
them his Holy Spirit,** who caused his glorious arm to go at the right hand of
Moses, who divided the waters before them to make for himself an everlasting
name, > who led them through the depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did
not stumble. ** Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the LoRD
gave the rest. So you led your people, to make for yourself a glorious name.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Galatians 4:4-7 (All God’s promises are sure because we are God’s
children.) % But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son,

born of woman, born under the law, ® to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons. ® And because you are sons, God has
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 2:13-23 (The holy family is protected from Herod.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

¥ Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him.” ** And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to
Egypt *> and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt | called my son.” *®* Then Herod,
when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he
sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were
two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the
wise men. ” Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:
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18« voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping
for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” YBut
when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt, 2% saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel,
for those who sought the child's life are dead.” ** And he rose and took the child
and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 2 But when he heard that
Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to
go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.

22 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by the
prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

CHILDREN’S SONG & CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

“God Loves Me Dearly” acps#109

God loves me dearly, Grants me salvation,
God loves me dearly, Loves even me.

Refrain: Therefore I'll say again:
God loves me dearly, God loves me dearly, Loves even me.

| was in slav’ry, Sin, death, and darkness;
God’s love was working To make me free. Refrain

He sent forth Jesus, My dear Redeemer,
He sent for Jesus And sent me free. Refrain

SERMON HYMN #375 “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”

Come, your hearts and voices raising,
Christ the Lord with gladness praising;
Loudly sing His love amazing, Worthy folk of Christendom.

Christ, from heav’n to us descending
And in love our race befriending;
In our need His help extending, Saved us from the wily foe.
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Jacob’s star in all its splendor
Beams with comfort sweet and tender,
Forcing Satan to surrender, Breaking all the pow’rs of hell.

From the bondage that oppressed us,
From sin’s fetters that possessed us,
From the grief that sore distressed us, We, the captives, now are free.

Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing That Your love has set us free.

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us Till we join Your choir above.

SERMON “Abba! Father!” Galatians 4:4-7
(Rise)
OFFERTORY LSB p. 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.
Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

(Be seated)



OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder located
at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and phone.
After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, and
return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those to
greet after the service.

(Rise)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Dear heavenly Father, we rejoice at the gift of your Son, born of the
virgin Mary, born to be our Savior. What a blessing we have to cry out
to you, “Abba! Father!” and lay before your throne all our cares and
concerns, wants and desires. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord, we are the people of your promise, to whom you have revealed
your Son as Savior and Redeemer. Bless your Church, that we may
enjoy the gift of good and faithful ministers. Bless all missionaries and
servants of your Word, especially the Ferry family, that many more may
come to know the Savior. Prosper your Word and bring to fruition its
proclamation in every place and time. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O God, you give us the gift of each other. Renew our fellowship as the
Body of Christ. Grant all things beneficial for husbands and wives, the
single, those who desire marriage, and the lonely who yearn to know
the comfort of friends and family. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth! Out of the
mouths of babes and nursing infants you have perfected your praise.
Silence the enemy and the avenger. Turn the hearts of all who, like
Herod, would despise children or destroy the unborn for selfish gain.
Show your forgiveness to those who are penitent, comfort to all women
who mourn the loss of infants, and ever fix our eyes on Christ. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Merciful God, you appoint leaders and give the responsibility of
authority. Protect our nation and its leaders. Grant them wisdom in
their pursuit of justice. Bring your gift of peace in the world, and give
relief to those who suffer oppression. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty Lord, you are the Great Physician. Grant healing in accordance
with your will for the sick and those who suffer especially Zach, Nancy,
Carole, Kathy, Dan, Maxine, Pam, Marilyn, Dorothy, Janet, Carole, Jerry,
Paula, Katherine, Rhonda, Harland, June, Sharon, John, Debbie, Janice,
David, Helga, Dick, Margie, Anna, Charlene, Noah, Guy, Jill, Cathy and
Sarah. Give strength to those who give aid and care for the sick; grant
patience and peace in Christ to all who afflicted. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Gracious God, in Holy Communion you unite us in the body and blood
of your Son. Enable us to receive this Sacrament with faith and be
strengthened by it. Bring soon, O Lord, unity of faith and doctrine so
that all divisions may cease and we may be fully one at the altar. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, all that we have comes from you. Give us grateful
hearts, that we may receive your gifts with joy and use them wisely for
your glory. May our worship this day be pleasing in your sight. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Lord God, you are the bringer of true joy. By your Spirit, increase and
sustain us in this joy and thanksgiving throughout the days of this
Christmas season, until that day when at last Christ returns in His glory
as Lord and judge of all. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Hear us, O Lord, for we are the people of your promise and the children
whom you have redeemed through the salvation accomplished through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



" SACRAMENT =
PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE

Pastor: Itis truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to you, merciful and everlasting God, whom we are
privileged to call upon as our Father. Mercifully grant that we live in
thankfulness for the right we have been given to be called your children
and await with joy the eternity that is to come in your glorious
presence. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name,
forevermore praising you and saying:

SANCTUS LSB p. 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI LSB p. 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN #381 “Let Our Gladness Have No End”

Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!
For to earth did Christ descend, alleluia!

Refrain On this day God gave us Christ, His Son, to save us;
Christ, His Son, to save us.

Prophesied in days of old, alleluia!
God has sent Him as foretold, alleluia! Refrain

See, the loveliest blooming rose, alleluia!
From the branch of Jesse grows, alleluia! Refrain

Into flesh is made the Word, alleluia!
He, our refuge and our Lord, alleluia! Refrain

HYMN #388 Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere;
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger The humble Christ was born;
And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
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HYMN #624 “The Infant Priest Was Holy Born”

The infant Priest was holy born For us unholy and forlorn; DISMISSAL

From fleshly temple forth came He, Anointed from eternity. Pastor: Go in peace as you serve the Lord.

This great High Priest in human flesh Was icon of God’s righteousness. People: Thank be to God!

His hallowed touch brought sanctity; His hand removed impurity. CLOSING HYMN #390 “Let Us All With Gladsome Voice”

The holy Lamb undaunted came To God’s own altar lit with flame; Let us all with gladsome voice Praise the God of heaven,
While weeping angels hid their eyes, This Priest became a sacrifice. Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given.
But death would not the victor be Of Him who hung upon the tree. To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness,
He leads us to the Holy Place Within the veil, before God’s face. That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes We may reign in gladness.
The veil is torn, our Priest we see, As at the rail on bended knee We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder?

Our hungry mouths from Him receive The bread of immortality. Therefore praise God evermore Here on earth and yonder.
The body of God’s Lamb we eat, A priestly food and priestly meat; Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, Be Thou ever near us.

On sin-parched lips the chalice pours His quenching blood that life restores. Grant us now a glad new year. Amen, Jesus, hear us.

With cherubim and seraphim Our voices join the endless hymn,
And “Holy, holy, holy” sing To Christ, God’s Lamb, our Priest and King.

COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

) Preacher Pastor Harold Bender

Pastor: Let us pray. We give thanks, heavenly Father, that you sent to earth Liturgist Pastor Michael Schumacher
your only-begotten Son. Lectors Elisabeth Matusewic, Katie Librizzi

People: By His entry into human existence, open our hearts and eyes to see Organist The Rev. Dr. Paul Grime

that you are indeed our heavenly Father and we are heirs of your
gracious promise;

Pastor: through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Splrlt, one GOd, now and forever' Ereatlve.W'orshlp for.the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarterl.Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.All rights reserved. Used
y permission. CCLI License #1443048

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ' give
you peace.

People: Amen.
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