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AS WE GATHER
“If it bleeds, it leads.” That’s the mantra of modern news 
media. Good news doesn’t seem to get the tracƟon that 
destrucƟon and division do. But good news is what God 
speaks through His Son, the Word who became flesh and 
dwelt among us. God publishes peace, salvaƟon, and the 
good news of happiness through the Word and reminds us, 
“Your God reigns” (Isaiah 52:7) That’s good news!

RecepƟon of Holy Communion: If you are planning to 
receive Christ's supper today, please read through the words
of exhortaƟon in the fellowship folder.  For members, it is a 
good review of important spiritual maƩers for gathering at 
the table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of 
faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual preparaƟon to 
receive the Supper for your benefit. 

                                         PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN #379  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:

Refrain O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!

Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain
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Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultaƟon,
Sing, all ye ciƟzens of heaven above!
Glory to God In the highest: Refrain

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, To Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

(Rise)
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: O LORD, I love the habitaƟon of your house and the 

place where your glory dwells.
People: Will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, 

heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain 
you; how much less this house that I have built!

Pastor: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us).

People: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father.
People: Heavenly Father, you sent your Son, the Word, to 

become flesh and dwell among us. We confess we 
struggle to see His glory when life is difficult or 
when we are suffering. We look elsewhere for 
grace and truth instead of focusing on your 
eternal Word. We have heard the Good News and 
struggle to share it. Forgive us, for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ. Shine the light of your love 
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Pastor: People of God, I have good news for you, “Your 
God reigns.” In the mercy of our almighty God, 
Jesus Christ was born to die for you, and for His 
sake, God forgives you for all of your sins.

People: Alleluia! Amen!
Pastor: To all who receive Him, who believe in His name, 

He gives the right to become children of God, who 
are born not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man but of God.

People: Alleluia! Amen!

HYMN OF PRAISE #368  “Angels We Have Heard on High”
   Angels we have heard on high, 
   Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
   And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains.
   Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

   Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
   Why your joyous strains prolong?
   What the gladsome Ɵdings be 
   Which inspire your heav’nly song?
   Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

   Come to Bethlehem and see 
   Him whose birth the angels sing;
   Come, adore on bended knee 
   Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
   Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, in ages past, you 

spoke through the prophets. Today you have 
spoken to us through your Son, the Word who 
became flesh and dwelt among us. Tune our ears to
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your Word and nourish us with the flesh and blood 
of your Son, who is always with us; through the 
same Jesus Christ, who rules and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.

People: Amen.
(Be seated)
                                              WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10 (The feet of the 
one who brings good news of peace, happiness, and 
salvaƟon are beauƟful.) 7 How beauƟful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 
peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes 
salvaƟon, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 8 The voice 
of your watchmen—they liŌ up their voice; together they 
sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to 
Zion. 9 Break forth together into singing, you waste places of 
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has 
redeemed Jerusalem. 10 The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the naƟons, and all the ends of the 
earth shall see the salvaƟon of our God.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1–12 (God used to speak through 
prophets; now He speaks to us through Jesus.) Long ago, at 
many Ɵmes and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by 
the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the 
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. AŌer making 
purificaƟon for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels
as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
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5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my 
Son, today I have begoƩen you”? Or again, “I will be to him a
father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6 And again, when he 
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's 
angels worship him.” 7 Of the angels he says, “He makes his 
angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire.” 8 But of the 
Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the 
scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.9 You 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore 
God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.” 10 And, “You, Lord, laid the 
foundaƟon of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens 
are the work of your hands; 11 they will perish, but you 
remain; they will all wear out like a garment, 12like a robe you 
will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you
are the same, and your years will have no end.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL  John 1:1–18 (God becomes a human being.)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 

chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made through him, and without him was not
any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man 
sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness
about the light. 9The true light, which gives light to everyone,
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was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor
of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom
I said, ‘He who comes aŌer me ranks before me, because he 
was before me.’”) 16For from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever
seen God; God the only Son, who is at the Father's side,
he has made him known.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

SERMON HYMN    “Jesus Christ is Born Today!”
                          (Tune: Gentle Mary laid her Child)
        Jesus Christ is born today!  Let the naƟons praise Him.
        God and Man in every way; To all honor raise Him.
         Young and old, both rich and poor, We are one before 
Him;
        So, with simple hearts and pure, come, let us adore Him.

        Hark! The Herald Angels sing, As they did and sƟll do;
        And the Wise Men treasures bring, As they ever will do.
        Shepherds leave their flocks by night, 
         As they always have done,
        As the Star’s eternal light scaƩers benedicƟon.
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           What is old and what is new?  What of joy and sorrow?
          Christ from ages past untold, SƟll is our tomorrow.
          We are WHAT? and WHY? and WHEN?  
           Fooled by fad and fashion;
          Christ is NOW and soon again bears a biƩer Passion.

          ALLELUIA!  It is true, As foretold Isaiah.
          Now as then the word is new; Christ is our Messiah.
          ChrisƟans, rally to His crib; What of wind or weather!
          While a Boy in baby bib holds the world together.

          O proud naƟon, bend your knee while you sƟll are able;
          For a greater Power is He, ruling from a stable
          ALLELUIA to His name!  Raise it now as never,
          ALLELUIA to the same Jesus Christ for ever!

SERMON                   “Good News”   Luke 2:15-20; John 1:1-14

(Rise)
HYMN #364              “Away in a Manger”    

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The liƩle Lord Jesus  laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The liƩle Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The caƩle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But liƩle Lord Jesus, no crying He makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle Ɵll morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 
from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come 
to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy ChrisƟan Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng.  Amen.
(Be seated)

OFFERING As your offering is collected, please sign our 
fellowship folder located at the end of the pew. If you are a 
visitor, please leave your address and phone. AŌer you are 
finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, 
and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to 
see names of those to greet aŌer the service. 

(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Holy Lord, almighty God and Father, you laid the 

foundaƟon of the earth in the beginning, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands. You nourish 

us 
and all creatures through your created world. 
Guide us in being good stewards of your world. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Lord Jesus, the world we live in was created 

through you. In these last days, our Father has 
spoken to us through you. Give us ears to hear your
voice and willing hearts and minds to not only 
receive grace and truth but also live them out in 



our homes, neighborhoods, and communiƟes. 
8 Lord, in your mercy,  
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Holy Spirit, we thank and praise you for the feet of 

those who brought us the Good News. We ask for 
your blessing on all pastors, parents, grandparents, 
and servants in Christ’s church that they may 
conƟnue to share the good news of peace and 
salvaƟon. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Great physician and healer, comfort all who are 

struggling physically, emoƟonally, or spiritually. 
Give them healing and hope. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Gracious God, we thank you for the giŌ of family. 

Knit families together with your love, mercy, and 
grace. Give parents and children calm minds and 
quiet hearts focused on your Word. Lord, in your 
mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Silence for personal prayer.
Pastor: O God, we boldly and confidently liŌ these prayers 

to you, trusƟng in your great mercy to hear and 
answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People: Amen.

                                         SACRAMENT 
PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: LiŌ up your hearts.
People: We liŌ them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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PROPER PREFACE
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at

all Ɵmes and in all places give thanks to you, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasƟng God, for you 
have done marvelous things. Your right hand and 
your holy arm have worked salvaƟon. You send 
good news—peace and salvaƟon—and have 
spoken to us through your Son, through whom You 
also created the world. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the heavenly host, we 
praise and honor your glorious name and join in 
their unending hymn.

SANCTUS                                           LSB p. 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim 
shout the glory of your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI                                                                       LSB p. 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN #384     “Of the Father’s Love BegoƩen”
Of the Father’s love begoƩen Ere the worlds began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending He,
Of the things that are, that have been,
And that future years shall see Evermore and evermore.

Oh, that birth forever blessed, When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, Bore the Savior of our race,
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face Evermore and evermore.
This is He whom seers in old Ɵme 
Chanted of with one accord,
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word.
Now He shines, the long expected;
Let creaƟon praise its Lord Evermore and evermore.

O ye heights of heav’n adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing.
Pow’rs, dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King.

Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev’ry voice in concert ring Evermore and evermore.
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Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unending praises be,
Honor, glory, and dominion,
And eternal victory Evermore and evermore.  Amen.
 
HYMN #358  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”

“From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad Ɵdings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing.

“To you this night is born a child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This liƩle child of lowly birth 
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

“This is the Christ, our God Most High, 
Who hears your sad and biƩer cry;
He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free.

“He will on you the giŌs bestow; 
Prepared by God for all below,
That in His kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us His glory share.

 “These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

How glad we’ll be to find it so! 
Then with the shepherds let us go



To see what God for us has done 
In sending us His own dear Son.  
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Come here, my friends, liŌ up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair? 
It is the Christ Child lying there.

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery 
That You might share Your joy with me.

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Prepare a bed, soŌ, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart 
For You to dwell within my heart.

My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son had giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth.

COMMON DISMISSAL
(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. In former days, O Lord, you required 

sacrifices for sin and spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets. But in these last days, you 
have atoned for our sins through the blood of your 
Son, through whom you have spoken to us. Lead us
to bring good news of happiness and to publish 
peace and salvaƟon as we liŌ up our voices and 

sing for joy; for you reign, one God—Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit—now and forever.

People: Amen.

CLOSING SENTENCES
Pastor: All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

spoken by the prophet:
People: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which 
means, God with us).

Pastor: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth.

People: The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes 
of all the naƟons, and all the ends of the earth 
shall see the salvaƟon of our God.

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 
peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #387  “Joy to the World”
   Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
   Let earth receive her King;
   Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
   And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, 
   And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

   Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
   Let men their songs employ,
   While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
   Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 
   Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
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   No more let sins and sorrows grow 
   Nor thorns infest the ground;
   He comes to make His blessings flow 
   Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, 
   Far as, far as the curse is found.

   He rules the world with truth and grace 
   And makes the naƟons prove
   The glories of His righteousness 
   And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love, 
   And wonders, wonders of His love.
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