
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
The Mystery of the Virgin Birth
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__________________________________________________

AS WE GATHER
The wait is over. The Child Mary carried, the Savior she 
pondered, has been born for you and for your salvaƟon. On 
this holy day, you are welcomed to the manger bed of your 
Redeemer as heaven touches earth and the Word becomes 
flesh and dwells among us. All through Advent, we have 
waited with Mary,  hearing the promises, bearing the hope, 
watching for dawn to brighten the horizon. Today, we mirror
Mary’s joy as the promise is fulfilled. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not—cannot—overcome it. 
Come, let us adore Him—Christ the Lord—born of Mary, 
cradled in a manger, and given for you.

RecepƟon of Holy Communion: If you are planning to 
receive Christ's supper today, please read through the words
of exhortaƟon in the fellowship folder.  For members, it is a 
good review of important spiritual maƩers for gathering at 
the table.  For guests, it explains our stance on confession of 
faith, doctrinal unity, and proper spiritual preparaƟon to 
receive the Supper for your benefit. 

 PREPARATION 
(Rise)
OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: The Lord Himself will give you a sign.
People: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call His name Immanuel.
Pastor: In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 

will dwell securely.
People: And this is the name by which it will be called: 
1 “The LORD is our righteousness.”

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 

the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

During the hymn, the Advent candles will be lit.

HYMN #373       “See Amid the Winter’s Snow”
See amid the winter’s snow, Born for us on earth below,
See, the gentle Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years.

Refrain Hail, O ever-blessed morn! 
Hail, redempƟon’s happy dawn!
Sing through all Jerusalem: 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Lo, within a stable lies He who built the starry skies,
He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim.
Refrain

Sacred Infant, all divine, What a tender love was Thine,
Thus to come from highest bliss 
Down to such a world as this! Refrain

Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By Thy face so meek and mild,
Teach us to resemble Thee In Thy sweet humility. Refrain

PSALM
Pastor: Sing to the LORD, bless His name;
People: tell of His salvaƟon from day to day.
Pastor: Oh sing to the LORD a new song;
People: sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Pastor: Declare His glory among the naƟons,
People: His marvelous works among all the peoples!
Pastor: For great is the LORD,
People: and greatly to be praised.
Pastor: Splendor and majesty are before Him;
People: strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.
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Pastor: Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;
People: tremble before Him, all the earth!
Pastor: Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
People: let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
Pastor: let the field exult, and everything in it!
People: Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 

before the LORD, for He comes. Glory be to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen.

Pastor: Sing to the LORD, bless His name;
People: tell of His salvaƟon from day to day.

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. O God of God, O Light of Light, your 

coming brings life and salvaƟon to humanity. 
Enable us to properly praise you for how you have 
revealed yourself, that we sƟll marvel at the 
mysterious majesty of eternal God made flesh—
namely, in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

People: Amen.
(Be seated)
                                             WORD 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7 (The long-awaited 
light dawns at last at the coming of David’s heir, our Mighty 
God.) The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them 
has light shone. 3 You have mulƟplied the naƟon; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.4 For the 
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yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of 
his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For
every boot of the tramping warrior in baƩle tumult and every 
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, EverlasƟng 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
jusƟce and with righteousness from this Ɵme forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

 Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14 (The grace of God in Christ brings 
salvaƟon for all.) 11 For the grace of God has appeared, 
bringing salvaƟon for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiƟng for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for 
his own possession who are zealous for good works.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Rise)

GRADUAL (Spoken soŌly)
Pastor: When all was sƟll and it was midnight,
People: your Almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the 

Royal Throne.
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20 (AŌer a visit from the Lord’s 
messenger, Joseph displays his faithfulness to his betrothed 
and to his God.)

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second 
chapter.

People: Glory to you, O Lord.  

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first 
registraƟon when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
6 And while they were there, the Ɵme came for her to give 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 8 And in the same 
region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared 
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 
joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped
in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly 
there was with the angel a mulƟtude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”
15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
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made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 
been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary 
treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 
20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Be seated)

SERMON HYMN #387  “Joy to the World”
   Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
   Let earth receive her King;
   Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
   And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, 
   And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.

   Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
   Let men their songs employ,
   While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
   Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 
   Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

   No more let sins and sorrows grow 
   Nor thorns infest the ground;
   He comes to make His blessings flow 
   Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is found, 
   Far as, far as the curse is found.

   He rules the world with truth and grace 
   And makes the naƟons prove
   The glories of His righteousness 
   And wonders of His love, And wonders of His love, 
   And wonders, wonders of His love.  
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SERMON       “A Sign That Points to God’s Grace”        Luke 2

(Rise)
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begoƩen Son of God, 
begoƩen of his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of 
Light, very God of very God, begoƩen, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by whom all things were 
made; who for us men and for our salvaƟon came down 
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us
under PonƟus Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 
Father. And he will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 
by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy ChrisƟan and 
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one BapƟsm for the 
remission of sins, and I look for the resurrecƟon of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.
(Be seated)

OFFERING  As your offering is collected, please sign our 
fellowship folder located at the end of the pew. If you are a 
visitor, please leave your address and phone. AŌer you are 
finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew, 
and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to 
see names of those to greet aŌer the service. 
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(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: We bow our hearts beside our Lord’s manger, 

trusƟng Him to hear our thanks, praise, and 
peƟƟons:
Lord God, our keeper and caretaker, you supply 
your people with all that we need. And sƟll, there 
are those who are sad or sick, who feel lonely or 
lost, those who are hurt or who have hurt others, 
and those who find it hard to celebrate during this 
joyful Ɵme of year. ConƟnue, Lord, to care for their 
needs, and surround them with grace to receive 
the giŌs of your warmth and love, regardless of 
their circumstances. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: Coming Lord Jesus, during these days when our joy 

overflows at your arrival, we pray for those whose 
hearts are far from you, those whose faith is failing,
those who reject your truth, those who have 
neglected their faith, and those who have never 
heard. By your Spirit, prepare your people—each 
one of us—to be joyful witnesses to your love and 
kindness, that more might be able to eagerly 
anƟcipate your coming again. Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor: O Lord and gracious King, you never fail those 

whose trust is in you. We give you praise for all the 
people who have served us over the past year, 
especially those within our congregaƟon and 
community. We pause in graƟtude to name in our 
hearts the people who have leŌ a loving mark on 
our lives this year. 

Pause for silent prayer and reflecƟon.
 Lord, in your mercy,

People: hear our prayer.



                                        SACRAMENT 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: As we gather for this Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, let us confess our sins to God, our heavenly 
Father, in true repentance, seeking true forgiveness.
I ask you now: Do you confess that you are a sinner 
by nature? If so, then answer: “I confess.”

People: I confess.
Pastor: Do you confess you have sinned by your acƟons, 

your interacƟons, and your inacƟon. If so, then 
answer: “I confess.”

People: I confess.
Pastor: Are you sorry for these sins? If so, then answer: “I 

am truly sorry.”
People: I am truly sorry.
Pastor: Do you confess Jesus Christ as your only hope and 

salvaƟon, and seek to live by His light? If so, then 
answer: “I turn to the Christ Child for forgiveness.”

People: I turn to the Christ Child for forgiveness.
Pastor: The Christ Child came to save you from your sins. 

By His life, death, and resurrecƟon, He
accomplishes the salvaƟon and restoraƟon of 
your very soul. In light of your sincere confession, 
as an ordained servant of the Word made flesh, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

PREFACE
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: LiŌ up your hearts.
People: We liŌ them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
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PROPER PREFACE
Pastor: It is truly good, proper, and beneficial that we 

should at all Ɵmes and in all places give our thanks 
to you, holy Lord, almighty Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for in the giving of your Son, you have made 
known the heights of your love and the depths of 
your compassion, as in Christ’s humility, He commits
Himself to humanity and its salvaƟon. Our hearts 
resound with joy alongside angels and archangels, 
the mulƟtude of the heavenly host, and all the 
company of heaven, joining in praising you and 
saying:

SANCTUS                                           LSB p. 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim 
shout the glory of your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptaƟon, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
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AGNUS DEI                                                                       LSB p. 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
You take the sin of the world away; 
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

(Be seated)

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

HYMN #383  “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure:
The virgin bears the infant With virgin honor pure!

Refrain  Proclaim the Savior’s birth:
“To God on high be glory And peace to all the earth!”

The Word becomes incarnate And yet remains on high,
And cherubim sing anthems To shepherds from the sky.
Refrain

While thus they sing your Monarch, 
Those bright angelic bands,
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, 
And oceans, clap your hands. Refrain

Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored,
The infant born in Bethl’em, The Savior and the Lord. Refrain

All idols then shall perish And Satan’s lying cease,
And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace.
Refrain

11

HYMN #361        “O LiƩle Town of Bethlehem”
O liƩle town of Bethlehem, How sƟll we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by;
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasƟng light.
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!

How silently, how silently The wondrous giŌ is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n.
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, sƟll 
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad Ɵdings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!

COMMON DISMISSAL

(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
HYMN #389     “Let All Together Praise Our God”
Let all together praise our God Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

Within an earth-born form He hides His all-creaƟng light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.

He undertakes a great exchange, Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm, His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.



Your grace in lowliness revealed, Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray. Christ Jesus, our newborn hope and 

salvaƟon, we thank and praise you for the miracle 
of heaven’s glory come into our ordinary existence.
In wrapping yourself in human flesh and veiling 
yourself in bread and wine, you allow humanity to 
find the source of all joys and true and lasƟng 
peace. As the light of your arrival shines in our 
darkness, so brighten our hearts with newfound 
gladness, that being fed by you, your people might 
always be held in the faith and reflect the grace 
and the glory of our triune God: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING

The pastor takes the light from the Christ candle and gives it
to the ushers. They pass the light on to the congregaƟon. 

The lights are dimmed.

HYMN #363            “Silent Night, Holy Night”
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior is born!
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Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

BENEDICAMUS
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

CLOSING SENTENCES
Pastor: He who is mighty has done great things for me.
People: Holy is His name.
Pastor: To God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—

be all honor and glory in His holy church, forever 
and ever.

People: Amen. Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ shall 
come again!

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 

His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 
peace.

People: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #366  “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all, 
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn sƟllness lay 
To hear the angels sing.
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SƟll through the cloven skies they come 
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And sƟll their heav’nly music floats 
O’er all the weary world.
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing.

All you, beneath your heavy load,
By care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way 
With painful steps and slow:
Look up, for golden is the hour, 
Come swiŌly on the wing,
The Prince was born to bring you peace; 
Of Him the angels sing.

For lo, the days have come to pass 
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years 
Came Christ as was foretold.
His word of peace shall to the earth 
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this giŌ will hear 
The song the angels sing.

 

Preacher           Pastor Harold Bender
Liturgist             Pastor Michael Schumacher
Lector                                             Debbie Nier
Organist                                                     Olivia Kukor
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