ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Making Disciples For Life
August 17, 20 & 21, 2022
_____________________________________________________________
AS WE GATHER
Our theme for this coming school year is "Making Disciples for Life." Just before
Jesus ascended into heaven to the right hand of the Father, Jesus gave His
disciples this task: "Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you." St. Paul's Lutheran Church and
School exists to fulfill this "great commission" as it is called. We seek to "make
disciples" of our members and our students. What is a "disciple"? A learner of
the Lord Jesus Christ! A disciple of Jesus Christ wants to know His Word better,
follow His teachings more closely, and grow in faith and trust in His promises.
We should all want to be lifelong disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Reception of Holy Communion: If you are planning to receive Christ's supper
today, please read through the words of exhortation in the fellowship folder. For
members, it is a good review of important spiritual matters for gathering at the
table. For guests, it explains our stance on confession of faith, doctrinal unity,
and proper spiritual preparation to receive the Supper for your benefit.
WELCOME
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him,
“If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” John 8:31-32
HANDSHAKES & HUGS
 PREPARATION 
OPENING HYMN #904 “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”
Blessed Jesus, at Your Word We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy, Drawn from earth to love You solely.
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All our knowledge, sense, and sight Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us; You must work all good within us.
Gracious Savior, good and kind, Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind; Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises; Hear and bless our prayers and praises.
(Rise) Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word, Confident of our salvation,
While we here below must wander, Till we sing Your praises yonder.
INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
Pastor: God is our refuge and strength,
People: a very present help in trouble.
Pastor: The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth
People: from the rising of the sun to its setting.
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Pastor: Invited by the grace of God, as His baptized children, we entreat His
mercy confessing our sins and receiving His forgiveness.
People: O merciful Father, hear our plea for your constant help in the struggle
of following the Holy teachings of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. We
lay our sins on His own atoning death. Raise us in the assurance of
your forgiveness and your power to create a new and contrite heart,
that we may serve you in holiness and forever sing your praises both
now and forever. Hear us for the sake of Jesus, our Lord and our
eternal King. Amen.
Pastor: The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given
you the new birth of water and the Spirit, strengthen you with His
grace. In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, and by
His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
Refrain:
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This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength,
and honor, blessing, and glory are His. Refrain
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray. Merciful God, you have called us to be blessings of our Lord
Jesus Christ and blessed us with forgiveness, life, and salvation. Grant
that all people hear and learn to respond to your love in a constant faith
and life empowered by your Word and Sacraments; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.
(Be seated)

a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.
6
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7 let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that
he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8 For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD.
9
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.12 “For you shall go out in joy
and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.13 Instead of the thorn shall
come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a
name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE Hebrews 12:4–24 (The Discipline of the Lord leads to peace and
righteousness)
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“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come,
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2 Why do you
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not
satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make with
you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4 Behold, I made him a
witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5 Behold, you shall call

In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. 5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?“My son, do
not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For
the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.” 7 It is
for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there
whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had
earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be
subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it
seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness.
11
For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.12 Therefore lift
your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,13 and make straight paths for
your feet, so that what is lame may not be put out of joint but rather be healed. 14 Strive
for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
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INSTALLATION AND REDEDICATION OF SCHOOL STAFF (Saturday & Sunday)
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:1-13 (Seek the Lord and grow in His Word)
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See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness”
springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; 16 that no one is sexually
immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know
that afterward, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no
chance to repent, though he sought it with tears. 18 For you have not come to what may
be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a
trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be
spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even a beast
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,
23
and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge
of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.

SERMON HYMN #589 “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”
Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens, Let Your Word to me come near;
Newborn life and spirit give me, Let each promise still my fear.
Death’s dread pow’r, its inward strife, Wars against Your Word of life;
Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor That I cling to You forever!
Oh, what blessing to be near You And to listen to Your voice;
Let me ever love and hear You, Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord, Flee in terror at Your Word;
But to all who feel sin’s burden You give words of peace and pardon.
Lord, Your words are waters living When my thirsting spirit pleads.
Lord, Your words are bread life-giving; On Your words my spirit feeds.
Lord, Your words will be my light Through death’s cold and dreary night;
Yes, they are my sword prevailing And my cup of joy unfailing!

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me; Let Your words in me take root.
May Your Spirit e’er be near me That I bear abundant fruit.
May I daily sing Your praise, From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given In the endless joy of heaven.

(Rise)
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20 (The Great Commission to make disciples)
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty eighth chapter.
People: Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus
came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND CHILDREN’S SONG
“The B-I-B-L-E”
The B-I-B-L-E, Yes, that’s the book for me;
I stand alone on the Word of God, the B-I-B-L-E
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The B-I-B-L-E, Its lessons help me see
the love of Jesus, God’s own Son; the B-I-B-L-E

SERMON

“Disciples of the Word”

Isaiah 55:1-13

(Rise)
APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence
he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
(Be seated)
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OFFERINGS As your offering is collected, please sign our fellowship folder
located at the end of the pew. If you are a visitor, please leave your address and
phone. After you are finished, please pass the folder along to others in your pew,
and return it to the center aisle. You may check the folder to see names of those
to greet after the service.
(Rise)
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the
Savior of the world. Fill us with faith and trust in the blessings of
forgiveness, life and salvation found in Christ Jesus.
People: Move us by your Holy Spirit to become better disciples of our Lord,
studying His Word, growing in faith, and living our daily lives according
to His teachings.
Pastor: Eternal Lord, you have founded your Church and promised that she will
remain forever. Bolster her confidence in your Word and guide her
pastors in paths of righteousness.
People: Bless us to be light and salt in the darkness of our world, and
empower us to declare your glory among all nations.
Pastor: Faithful Lord, as we begin another school year hear at St. Paul’s, pour
out your abundant blessing upon our leaders, our teachers, our
students, and all the members of our staff.
People: Give our students hearts that desire to grow in earthly knowledge and
especially the grace and knowledge of Jesus. Bless our teachers with
diligence, compassion, and integrity.
Pastor: Lord God, heavenly Father, you have called fathers to bring up their
children in your fear and love. Bless all parents to realize that they are
the most important teachers of their children.
People: Bless all parents to teach your Word to their children, and grant them
strength and courage to lovingly discipline their children and so show
forth your love and care.
Pastor: O Lord, grant wisdom, integrity and skill to our president, the Congress
of the United States, our governor and all those in authority.
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People: May the exercise of their lawful duties bring forth justice, defend the
innocent, and that wickedness would be restrained, liberty upheld
and consciences respected.
Pastor: Heavenly Father, you chasten those whom you love. Teach your
fatherly love to those enduring the afflictions of this life, for all things
come from your hand. Guard especially Chris, Russell, Marlene, Gloria,
Janet, Brian, Steve, Norma, Vern, Amy, Brian, Cathy, Jim, Vern, Elaine,
Dorothy, Cindy, Don, Shirley, Richard, Helga, Carol, Sarah, Debbie,
Steve, Mary, June, Jerry, Shirley, Sarah, and all who suffer in body and
soul.
People: Grant them healing, hope and peace, and bring them through their
trials.
Pastor: Almighty God, you have established marriage and promised to bless
those couples who live by your grace and worship and serve you.
Therefore we rejoice with Norman and Shirley as they celebrate their
65th wedding anniversary and Dan and Gail as they rejoice in 50
years of marriage.
People: May all your children who live as husband and wife, love and cherish
one another, serve and support each other, and forgive each other as
they have been forgiven.
Pastor: Divine Host, in your holy presence we come to your table and receive
the blood of your Son, which speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel.
People: Let this blood of Christ’s covenant of grace bring us forgiveness and
peace, as well as sanctify us completely to be formed to live a new life
in His name.
Pastor: O Lord, we give you thanks for all the saints who have gone before us.
Grant that we would die to ourselves and one day enter with Christ into
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.
People: Bless us to look forward to the life of the world to come, where we
will join with all the angels in festal gathering and be numbered
among those who are righteous through faith in Christ, abiding
forever in His new creation.
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Today our Father calls us; His Holy Spirit waits;
His blessed angels gather Around the heav’nly gates.
No question will be asked us How often we have come;
Although we oft have wandered, It is our Father’s home.

Pastor:

To you, O Lord, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all glory, honor,
worship and praise, now and even to the end of all the ages.
People: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

O all-embracing Mercy, O ever-open Door,
What should we do without you When heart and eye run o’er?
When all things seem against us, To drive us to despair,
We know one gate is open, One ear will hear our prayer.
HYMN #707 “Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”
Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways to keep His statutes still!
Oh, that my God grant me grace To know and do His will!

 SACRAMENT 

Order my footsteps by Thy Word And make my heart sincere;
Let sin have no dominion, Lord, But keep my conscience clear.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.

Assist my soul, too apt to stray, A stricter watch to keep;
And should I e’er forget Thy way, Restore Thy wand’ring sheep.
Make me to walk in Thy commands ‘Tis a delightful roadNor let my head of heart or hands Offend against my God.

AGNUS DEI
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Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.
(Be seated)

HYMN #704 “Renew Me, O Eternal Light”
Renew me, O eternal Light, And let my heart and soul be bright,
Illumined with the light of grace That issues from your holy face.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
HYMN #915
“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”
Today your mercy calls us To wash away our sin.
However great our trespass, Whatever we have been.
However long from mercy Our hearts have turned away,
Your precious blood can wash us And make us clean today.
Today your gate is open, And all who enter in
Shall find a Father’s welcome And pardon for their sin.
The past shall be forgotten, A present joy be giv’n,
A future grace be promised, A glorious crown in heav’n.
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Remove the pow’r of sin from me And cleanse all my impurity
That I may have the strength and will Temptations of the flesh to still.
Create in me a new heart, Lord, That gladly I obey your Word.
Let what you will be my desire, And with new life my soul inspire.
Grant that I only you may love And seek those things which are above
Till I behold you face to face, O Light eternal, through your grace.
COMMON DISMISSAL
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(Rise)
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Pastor: Let us pray. We thank you, O God, for making us your own children
through our baptismal death and resurrection by faith in Christ and for
strengthening that faith this day in the very body and blood of our Lord.
Help us daily to strive in this faith to live in love for you and for our
neighbor; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.

Preacher
Liturgist
Lectors
Organist

Pastor Harold Bender
Pastor Joshua Grotelueschen
Don Horn, Gary Knight, Debbie Nier
Jo Bender

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give
you peace.
People: Amen.
CLOSING HYMN #862
“Oh, Blest the House”
Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, Where Jesus Christ is all in all!
A home that is not wholly His How sad and poor and dark it is!
Oh, blest that house where faith is found And all in hope and love abound;
They trust their God and serve Him still And do in all His holy will!
Oh, blest the parents who give heed Unto their children’s foremost need
And weary not of care or cost. May none to them and heav’n be lost!
Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. In peace and joy the parents dwell,
And in their children’s lives is shown How richly God can bless His own.
Then here will I and mine today A solemn promise make and say:
Though all the world forsake His Word, I and my house will serve the Lord!
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